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G-7 urges Palestinian aid, 
talks tough on Iraq, Libya 

Naples communique calls for dialogue in 
Algeria , sees Bosnia war as alarming 


NAPLES (Agencies) — The 
Group of Seven (G-7) lead- 
ing industrialised countries 
and Russia on Sunday wel- 
comed the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) self-rule deal but ack- 
nowledged the need to speed 
up financial aid to Gaza and 
Jericho. 

“We have welcomed the 
Israel-Palestinian declaration 
of principles and the signing 
of the Gaza-Jericbo agree- 
ment as a first step in its 
implementation,” the chair- 
man of the G-7 summit, Ita- 
lian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi, said in a state- 
ment here. 

“We recognise the need to 
speed up the delivery of 
assistance and create the cir- 
cumstances -for a real im- 
provement of living condi- 
tions,” be added. 

The summit also urged 
Arab states to make peace 
with Israel. 

“Progress on the other bi- 
lateral tracks and in the 
multilateral negotiations is 
now essential in order to 
achieve a lasting and compre- 
hensive settlement of the 
Arab- Israeli dispute, and a 
wider process of peace and 


cooperation in the whole 
Middle East/Mediterranean 
region,” Mr. Berlusconi said. 

“We call upon the Arab 
League to end their boycott 
of Israel.” 

The Group of Seven and 
Russia stressed the United 
Nations 1 role in resolving in- 
ternational conflicts. 

-“ThoU.N. has a central 
role in preventive diplomacy 
as well as m peacekeeping, 
peace-making, and post- 
conflict peace-building," the 
statement said. 

“It is essential that all such_ 
activities be fully mandated, 
effectively planned and orga- 
nised, and be financed to 
meet the demands placed on 
them.” 

The G-7 pledged to en- 
force U.N. resolutions 
against Iraq and Libya. 

The statement issued at the 
end of the summit said: “We 
reiterate our resolve to en- 
force full implementation of 
-each and every relevant U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
concerning Iraq and Libya 
until they are complied 
with.” 

The G-7 “recall that such 
implementation would entail 
the reassessment of sanc- 


tions,” the statement added. 

The statement warned of a 
grave risk of renewed war on 
a large scale in Bosnia if the 
warring factions do not 
accept a big-power peace 
plan. 

It urged the parties to 
accept the plan by July 19 and 
pledged to implement 
tougher sanctions in case of a 
refusal. 

The G-7 leaders urged a 
dialogue between the Alge- 
rian government and non- 
violent opponents, but at 
French insistence omitted 
any reference to the country's 
main Islamic movement. 

“We support the Algerian 
government’s decision to 
move forward on economic 
reforms, which must be pur- 
sued with determination, 
while urging Algerian leaders 
to continue a political dia- 
logue with all elements of 
Algerian society rejecting 
violence and terrorism,” they 
said. 

Following are the other 
main conclusions of the com- 
munique: 

— The G-7 said it was 
encouraged by evidence of 
economic recovery. “Infla- 
tion is now at the lowest 


levels in over three decades 
and the conditions are in 
place for strong and lasting 
Ron-inflationary growth.” 

— Declaring G-7 unem- 
ployment of 24 million an 
“unacceptable waste,” the 
summit pledged to accelerate 
reforms to improve education 
and training, reduce rigidities 
that add to employment 
costs, pursue active labour 
market policies, promote 
technological innovation and 
create jobs in new areas such 
as environment protection. 

— The G-7 approved $200 
million fot-an action plan to 
close the "Chernobyl nuclear 
plant, which it called an ur- 
gent priority. 

Expressing deep concern 
about . Ukraine's economy, 
the G-7 urged rapid stabilisa- 
tion backed by price liber- 
alisation and privatisation. 
Ukraine could get interna- 
tional financing of $4 billion 
over two years if it under- 
takes genuine reforms. 

— G-7 countries urged 
North Korea to open its nuc- 
lear programme to foil inter- 
national inspection and re- 
move suspicions “once and 

(Contfmd on page 7) 




Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi (centre) reads a 
joint communique by the Group of Seven in Naples on 
Sunday, From left: German Chancellor Helmut Kidd, 
French Preside n t Francois Mitterrand, Mr. Berlusconi, 

Majali visits south, 
affirms peace quest 


Israel to p ro p ose self-rale Israel 
‘pockets’ rather than towns seals off 

J-= r- .... 


■ISRAEL WILL propose ex- 
panding self-rule only to 
Palestinian cities in the West 
Bank at autonomy talks 
which resume this week in 
Cairo, Israeli reports said 
Sunday. 

Instead of granting Palesti- 
nians rontrol over the entire 
West Bank, home to 120,000 
Jewish settlers, Israel will 
offer them ‘^self-rule pock- 
ets” in major population cen- 
tres, the daily Yedioth Ahro- 
noth said. 

The proposal would have 
the Jewish settlements and 
roads leading to them under 
Israeli control, reducing the 
possibility of friction between ■ 
Palestinian authorities and 
settlers. 

Other roads in the West 
Bank will be patrolled by 
joint Israeli-Palestinian 
teams, the newspaper said, 
noting that Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin had 
approved the proposal. 

The “self-rule pockets” 
would be established gradual- 


ly and on a trial basis, accord- 
ing to the roport. 

The Gaza Strip and West 
Bank’s Jericho area became 
autonomous in May under 
the terms of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accord signed 
last September. That agree- 
ment foresaw self-rule ex- 
panding throughout the West 
Bank but was vague on de- 
tails and timing. 

The reported proposal 
would foil for short of Palesti- 
nians' longstanding demand 
for effective control of the 
West Bank and interpreta- 
tion of the accord as mandat- 
ing that eventually. 

Foreign ministry spokes- 
man Gadi Baltiansky said he 
could not confirm the report 
and added that any Israeli 
proposals would be raised 
during negotiations and not 
in the press. 

The talks are due to stan 
Monday in Cairo. 

An Israeli source who de- 
manded anonymity said the 
“self-rule pocket” proposal 


was raised during prepara- 
tory talks for the new round 
of autonomy negotiations. 

Economic Minister Shimon 
Shetreet, asked about the 
Yedioth report after the 
weekly cabinet meeting, said 
only that expasion of auton- 
omy to the rest of the West 
Bank would most likely “be 
done gradually at first, in foe 
concentrated Arab popula- 
tion areas, and later on for 
the rest of the areas.” 

Education Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein noted 
that Israel has already said it 
would move its troops out of 
populated Palestinian areas 
before elections of a Palesti- 
nian body to run the auton- 
omy. 

It remains unclear, howev- 
er. when such elections could 
be held. 

Palestinian officials hope 
to hold balloting this October 
— and demand a troop with- 
drawal first. 

Mr. Rabin, however, has 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Sanaa claims control of 
last southern stronghold 

SANAA (Agencies) — Gov- phantly on Thursday, began 
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SANAA (Agencies) — Gov- 
ernment forces expanded 
their control over the whole 
of Yemen Sunday after the 
remainder of southern seces- 
sionist forces fled into neigh- 
bouring countries, the De- 
fence Ministry said. 

At the same time, forces of 
the northern-based govern- 
ment began withdrawing 
from the former southern 
stronghold of Aden they con- 
quered on Thursday, a minis- 
try spokesman said. 

The spokesman, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said remnants of the southern 
secessionist army had evacu- 
ated the town of Sayum, one 
of foe main cities in the east- 
ern province of Hadhramaut. 
and also left A1 Mahrah pro- 
vince. 

The southerners headed 
with some aircraft, navy 
boats and other military 
equipment across the border 
to Saudi Arabia and Oman or 
across 'the Bab Ai Mandeb 
strait to Djibouti. 

Sanaa had asked its neigh- 
bours to return foe material, 
said foe spokesman. 

He said foe northern army. * 
which entered Aden trium- 


phantly on Thursday, began 
pulling out some of the more 
than 3,000 soldiers controll- 
ing the port city. They were 
being replaced by police and 
other security forces, he said, 
declining to say when the 
pullout would be completed. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh proclaimed victory last 
Thursday m the nine-week 
dvil war after Aden fell and 
separatist leaders fled foe 
country. 

The official Yemeni media 
last week announced a par- 
don for all who fought against 
foe northern-based govern- 
ment, excluding southern 
leader Ali Salem AI Beidh 
and 15 of his top aides. 

About 3.000 southern pris- 
oners of war have been re- 
leased since, the government 
has said. 

The Defence Ministry 
spokesman said Sunday that 
200 northerners held by the- 
southern forces had been re- 
leased in the government 
takeover of AI Mahrah. But 
he said 1,000 others remained 
missing and government 
troops were scouring the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Yemeni 
Planning Minister Abdul 
Karim AI Iryani arrived here 
late Sunday from the United 
States carrying a message 
from Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to His Majes- 
ty King Hussein. 

Dr. Iryani told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
message expresses foe appre- 
ciation and gratitude of the 
Yemeni people to foe King 
on Jordan’s stand on the civil 
war in Yemen. 

He stressed that the Yeme- 
ni people had maintained 
their unity and “protected it 
with blood and money." 

Now, Dr. Iryani said, it 
was time for foe Yemeni peo- 
ple to reconcile and work on 
reconstruction. 

Dialogue will be among all 
the Yemenis and not only 
with the southern Yemeni 

(Continued on page 7) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
1 (Agencies) — The Israeli 
army has derided to seal off 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
for 2A hours from early Mon- 
day following unrest by 
Palestinian workers, a milit- 
ary spokesman said Sunday. . 
I The closure from'- 3:00- 
(0000 GMT) was ordered by 
General Matan Vilnay, 
southern military commander 
in charge of the Strip, and 
i agreed by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Scuffles broke out late 
Saturday when thousands of 
Palestinian workers massed 
at the Erez crossing point 
into Israel from Gaza. A 
large number were found not 
to have work permits and 
were turned back by soldiers, 
a military spokesman said. 

They began throwing 
stones and other objects at 
the soldiers, slightly wound- 
ing three of them, he said. 

The Palestinian police 
chief for the northern area of 
the Gaza Strip, Saeb AI Agiz, 
told AFP he had been in- 
formed of the closure. 

“The Israelis told us they 
wanted to close the Gaza 
Strip to repair the damage 
which is fairly considerable as 
stones were thrown at the 
crossing point,” Mr. Agiz 
said. 

He called on Palestinian 
workers to “get work permits 
as required under the law to 
avoid further disturbances.” 

He added that the Palesti- 
nian police hd tried to stop 
the demonstrators “but there 
were too many of them.” 

Jfot Mr. Agiz also urged 
the Israelis to reopen the 
crossing point “as soon as 
possible and authorise more 
Palestinians to work in 
Israel.” 

An Israeli military spokes- 
man said the repairs would be 
carried out in coordination 
with the Palestinian police. 

Under the May 4 auton- 
omy accord which bundled 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho, foe 
Palestinian- police force is in 
charge of maintaining order 
on foe Strip. 

Meanwhile, the West Bank 
toun of Hebroif remained 
under curfew and foe mayor 
of foe tense city protested the 
curfew as collective punish- 
ment and said city residents 
have been confined to. their 

( C— tinned on page 7) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minuter Abdul Salam Majali 
saidJStmday Jordan seeks a 
just, durable and comprehen- 
sive peace based on United 
Nations resolutions and inter- 
national legitimacy. 

In its search for peace, 
Jordan has been keen on 
coordination with all Arab 
parties concerned with foe 
Middle East peace process. 
Dr. Majali said. 

^ -He added-tbat— the. final 
solution to foe Arab-Israeli 
conflict should foe - fair and 
‘ comprehensive, even if foe 
pace of progress on the va- 
rious tracks is different. 

Addressing a meeting of 
the two executive councils of 
Maan and TafUeh govern o- 
rates. Dr. Majali said Jordan 
seeks through its participa- 
tion in foe peace process, to 
restore its complete rights in 
water and territory and to 
ensure that its role is not 
marginalised and that the re- 
fugees problem is solved. 

Dr. Majali, who toured 
Maan and Tafiieb governo- 
rs tes, reviewed Jordan’s eco- 
nomic situation. The prime 
minister called for encourag- 
ing investments to ensure sta- 
bility and economic security. 
He stressed that overspend- 
ing on development and in- 
frastructure projects had 
placed additional burdens on 
Jordan’s economy and had 
increased Jordan’s foreign 
debt. 

Dr. Majali said the latest 
visit by His Majesty King 
Hussein to foe United States 


of America and his meetings 
with U.S. President Bfll Clin- 
ton and senior U.S. officials 
had contributed to improving 
bilateral relations and helped 
Jordan economically, 
through correcting the ba- 
lance of trade, providing sup- 
port for Jordan, relieving Jor- 
dan's debt burden and res- 
cheduling or cancelling some 
of its debt. 

Dr. Majali stressed foe im- 
portant role executive coun- 
cils can play in serving 
citizens and meeting their 
needs. 

He called for decentralisa- 
tion of work and delegation 
of authorities to put an end to 
bureaucracy and save peo- 
ple’s time, effort and money. 
The prime minister said the 
government apparatus is 
made up of a series of chains 
linked to each other, noting 
that the Cabinet is one link 
and that the prime minister is 
the focal point between the 
cabinet and the King. 

At foe end of foe meeting, 
specific issues and concerns 
were discussed. These issues 
focused on unemployment, 
training of administrative 
staff, developing the tourist 
sector, reallocation of slate- 
owned land to citizens, open- 
ing faculties of science and 
arts, and encouraging invest- 
ments. 

The prime minister was 
accompanied by Interior 
Minister Salameh Ham mad 
and Prime Ministry advisor 
Aktham Qussous. 


Israel sees King’s 
stand as positive 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel on Sunday welcomed 
what it described as His 
Majesry King Hussein's 
readiness to meet with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin as an 
important step forward in foe 
peace process. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin said the 
Monarch's announcement 
was “courageous. ” 

* “Finally the national in- 
terests of two states coincide 
publicly," Mr. Beilin said in 
an interview with the daily 
Maariv. 

King Hussein told Parlia- 
ment Saturday he would 
meet with Mr*. Rabin. He 
said the meeting was pressed 
on him by the Clinton admi- 
nistration. which he said 
promised to ask Congress for 
a write off of Jordan's $1 
billion debt to the United 
States. 

“I hope a (meeting) hap- 
pens soon as it will certainty 
be a very important step for- 
ward in the peace process,” 
Mr. Beilin said, without spe- 
culation when such a summit 
would occur. 

Mr. Beilin said a summit 
would be able to solve re- 
maining sticking points in bi- 
lateral negotiators, expected 
to resume July IS on the 


southern Jordanian-israeli 
frontier.-- _ 

That meeting, is expected 
to be attended by--»U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. 

“Naturally when you meet 
at such a high level and dis- 
cuss issues of principle, like 
how the region will look, and 
what- will be the character of 
the relations between Israel 
and Jordan, the most impor- 
tant thing will be how the 
Palestinian solution is to be 
integrated in the Israeli- 
Jordanian solution,” Mr. 
Beilin said. 

In September, Jordan and 
Israel signed a common agen- 
da outlining the principles for 
a peace treaty and followed it 
in June with another agenda 
setting out key issues — 
mainly border, security and 
water rights. 

“I presume that it won't be 
impossible,” Mr. Beilin said. 

“If the meeting between 
me and the Israeli prime 
minister is a price to change 
the picture of this country, I 
will not hesitate at all and 
consider it a service for my 
country which is facing 
threats from all directions." 
the King told deputies. 


UJ. President Bill Cfinton, British Prime Minister John 
Mqor, Japanese Deputy and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Yohri Kodo, EC President Jacques Detors (rear) and 
rawadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien (AFP photo) 

Vatican, Jordan to 
name ambassadors 


By a Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Vatican Foreign 
Minister Jean Luis Tauran on 
Sunday ended a three-day 
visit to Jordan, saying the 
Holy See and the Kingdom 
would soon exchange ambas- 
sadors in implementation of 
their agreement last March to 
establish diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

Addressing a press oonfer- 
_ence shpEtlyJxfate his depar^ 
ture for Rome Archbishop 
Tauran said that the to-be 
named ambassadaor will act 
also as the Vatican's envoy to 
Iraq and would work towards 
further bolstering bilateral 
ties and stimulating dialogue 
between Christians and Mus- 
lims. 

The Holy See wants to help solve 
problems, end ini us* 
rices and promote the cause 
of peace: and this could be 
done through the good 
offices of the ambassador. 
Archbishop Tauran said. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that Jordan 
and the Vatican were ex- 
pected to exchange envoys in 
September. 

Monsignor Tauran, who 
conveyed to His Majesty 
King Hussein a verbal mes- 
sage from Pope John Paul II 
and met with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san and Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. said 
that his talks were focused on 
the issue of peace and the 
status of the holy city of 
Jerusalem. 


Voicing appreciation to the 
King and government for the 
hospitality accorded to him 
and his delegation during the 
visit. Archbishop Tauran said 
he was impressed with the 
close cooperation and co- 
existence between the Christ- 
ians and Muslims living in foe 
Kingdom. 

He said his discussions 
here covered the question of 
pursuing inter-faith dialogue 
to further promote relations 
between the followers of the 
two faiths. 

He said his talks here con- 
vinced him of Jordan's sin- 
cere intentions for a lasting 
peace. Archbishop Tauran 
said that heads of Muslim and 
Christian communities he 
met in Jordan support the 
Vatican's view that Jerusalem 
should remain a spiritual cen- 
tre and a meeting place for all 
believers in Goa 

Archbishop Tauran said at 
the "meeting with Dr. Majali 
that the Vatican supported 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and highly appreciated 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
efforts towards the esiabtish- 
m ent of a lasting peace. 

Dr. Majali outlined Jor- 
dan's position with regard to 
the peace process, reaffirm- 
ing the country's stand which 
considers the Holy City as 
pari of the Arab territories 
occupied in the 1967 war. 

Archbishop Tauran was 
seen off at the Queen Alia 
International Airport by 
Minister of State for Foreign' 
Affairs Talal AI Hassan . 


Smooth transition 
seen in N. Korea 


SEOUL (Agencies) — Secre- 
tive Norfo Korea has taken 
apparent steps to finalise the 
succession to Kim Il-Sung 
amid signs the “great lead- 
er’s'* death would not trigger 
an immediate power struggle, 
analysts in Seoul said on Sun- 
day. 

Few Korea watchers ex- 
press doubt Kim Jong-Ii, the 
late president's eldest son, 
will succeed as expected but 
many predict problems for 
the younger Kim, who will 
inherit an increasingly ailing 
economy. 

In a possible move to final- 
ise succession swiftly after the 
elder Kim’s death on Friday, 
North Korea’s Communist 
Party urgently ordered mem- 
bers of its central committee 
and the Supreme People's 
Assembly to report to Pyon- 
gyang. according to South 
Korean intelligence. 

The instruction could lead 
to the rapid selection of a 
new president and party 
chief, a spokesman for the 
Agency for National Security 
Planning in Seoul said. \ 

North Korean broadcasts'' 
for the first time Sunday 
evening referred to Kim 
Jong-II as “great leader,”' 
South Korean official radio 
monitors said. 

Kim-Jong-Ii, 52. has 


King cables 
condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday sent a cable to Field 
Marshal Kim Jong II. son of 
the late North Korean Presi- 
dent Kim II Sung, expressing 
heartfelt condolences over 
the passing of the president. 

”! am sending to Your 
Excellency my heartfelt and 
sincere condolences over the 
passing of your father, the 
late friend Kim II Sung, Pres- 
ident of the People's Demo- 
cratic Republic of Korea. 
The Jordanian people and 
government share with me 
the feelings of grief and sor- 
row over the demise of the 
late president, who dedicated 
hjs life to serve the causes of 
his own nation.” 

The King voiced hope that 
the Korean people will furth- 
er the mission of the late 
president. 

hitherto been called “dear 
leader," and the title of 
^igreat leader” had been ex- 
clusively reserved for his 
father. 

The'-,pionitors here said it 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Businesses are 
booming in Gaza 


By Arieh O* Sullivan 

The Associated Press 


GAZA CITY — Yasser 
Arafat's brief visit to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
last week did little to set a 
government in motion, but 
business is booming. 

Seven weeks after the 
Israeli withdrawal, apart- 
ment buildings are going up 
and stores remain open late 
into the night. People are 
more relaxed, but still wor- 
ry about what lies ahead. 

" Where a platoon of 
Israeli soldiers manned a 
market lookout post, 
women now dry sunflower 
seeds. Traffic flows down 
streets formerly barricaded. 
The bite of teargas is no 
longer in the air. 

“I've suffered. I've been 
in prison. Now it's time to 
be compensated," said 
Imad Handuk, who is build- 
ing a nine-storey block of 
beachfront apartments for 
the expected influx of 
Palestinian officials and 
foreign businessmen. “So 
what if we make a buck 
building the homeland?" 

Mr. Handuk said a minis- 
ter of the Palestinian au- 
thority, the new govern- 
ment body, already had in- 
quired about one of the 
apartments. They will cost 
S60.000. a fortune in a place 
with an average annual in- 
come of $700. 

Mr. Arafdx's five-day 
visit seems to have ex- 
hausted everyone. The 
Palestinian leader kept his 
usual insomniac hours, with 
meetings and meals lasting 


until around 4 a.m. 

With ti)e new status his 
visit bestowed, Palestinian 
authority ministers now ask 
that appointments be made 
24 hours in advance. 

When the Israelis were 
here, people who wanted 
crimes solved turned to 
activists of political fac- 
tions. Some people foresaw 
violence lawlessness once 
the Israelis pulled out, but 
their fears have not been 
realised. 

The thousands of Palesti- 
nian police get involved in 
the smallest disputes. They 
were even called in to hah 
rampant cheating on school 
exams. Traffic cops keep 
order at once-chaotic in- 
tersections. Police com- 
manders have said they will 
be ruthless in cracking 
down on revenge killings. 

Mohammad Abdul Aziz. 
Awad has nothing but 
praise for the police. Five 
hours after he reported his 
van stolen, police returned 
it and put the thief in jail. 

Some lawyers are con- 
cerned, however, that the 
police may be overly 
zealous. There have been 
reports of at least one poli- 
ricaly motivated arrest and 
a death under interroga- 
tion. 

Islam's hold appears to 
be slipping. Militants still 
challenge the peace accord 
by attacking Israelis — two 
were killed last week — but 
the usual Friday crowd of 
10.000 at the Palestine Mos- 
que in Gaza has dwindled 
to 3.000. 

The beach was largely 
off-limits during the 



SETTLERS PROTEST: A right-wing Israeli settler is 
arrested by policemen during a demonstration held in {rant 
of the Israeli prime minister's house on Saturday as 


occupation because of 
Israeli patrols. Now some 
women even go to seaside 
restaurants without the 
usual male chaperones, 
although they still are not 
permitted to swim. 

Mr. Arafat has yet to 
pronounce his vision of the 
future. No one knows how 
self-rule will develop or 
what will be done to pro- 
vide jobs and an escape 
from refugee shantytowns. 
The unemployment rate is 
40 per cent. 

“He came apparently 
with empty pockets, both in 
financial terms and political 
terms." said Saleh Abdul 
Shaft, a Gaza economist. 


Most of the 800,000 
Gazans are refugees from 
the coastal plain of what is 
now Israel. If they are to 
give up their hope of re- 
turning, they expect better 
lives in exchange. 

Mr. Arafat blamed the 
lack of government services 
on the lack of international 
aid. pernors say the millions 
of dollars needed' to start 
are available, but that the 
PLO has no acceptable 
mechanism to handle the 
money. . 

Gaza has no post office. 
Sewage .still flows in un- 
paved streets past huge 
pilps of rotting garbage. 

An attempt to clean up 


hundreds of than protest 
photo) 


for Mr. Arafat's visit 
accomplished little. U.N. 
relief workers offered 
equipment to haul the gar- 
bage away, but officials 
never got the effort orga- 
nised. 

Palestinian authority 
offices are in the compound 
formerly used by the Israeli 
military government. 
Freshly painted signs iden- 
tify' the ministries of agricul- 
ture. health, development, 
archaeology, justice, hous- 
ing and religious affairs. 

The most popular office 
issues the more than 20.000 
permits for jobs in Israel, 
most of them in construc- 
tion and agriculture. Those 


die peace process (AFP 


who obtain permits now 
must get through both 
Palestinian and Israeli 
clearing procedures, not 
just the occupation author- 
ity as before. 

Mohammad Yassin 
accepted less than half the 
$40 a day he earns in Israel 
to help build a five-storey 
block of inexpensive apart- 
ments being put up by the 
Palestinian Housing 
Council. 

“Wherever I bufld, l feel 
like I'm building my own 
state,” he said. “In Israel, 
we felt we were working for 
our enemy. I hope every- 
thing I built for them falls 
apart." 


Fear for democracy dampens hope 
of end to extremism in Egypt 


Bj Khaled Da wood 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — Once again, gov- 
enunent-owued newspapers 
are proclaiming that extrem- 
ism m Egypt is over. The use 
of force to quell radicals has 
sharply reduced extremist 
violence. 

But many Egyptians won- 
der if the supposed victory 
over extremism will slow 
democratic reforms the gov- 
ernment has promised. They 
ask whether the government, 
apparently satisifed with its 
crackdown, will use similar 
tactics against other forms of 
dissent. 

Since coming to power in 
1981, President Hosni 
Mubarak has repeatedly ex- 
pressed a commitment to 
democracy but made little 
pro gres s in giving people a 
real say. Egypt has 13 politic- 
al parties, almost none with 
wide public support- A large 
army, security apparatus and 
bureaucracy makes the gov- 
ernment the primary influ- 
ence in Egyptian society. 

Historically, the govern- 
ment has depended mainly 
(Mi force to stop those it sees 
as threats to its stability^ 

“The government now is 
not under the same pressure 
of extremism as before. 
Therefore, we expected it to 
be more willing to accept 
democratic reform," said 
Bahayeeddin Hasan, direc- 
tor of the Cairo Institnte for 
Human Rights Studies. 
“What happened was the 
contrary." • 

Riot police rained tear-gas 
bombs on the lawyers' syndi- 
cate headquarters in May as 
attorneys protested the death 
of a colleague in police cus- 
tody. 

Lawyers were beaten with 


truncheons and dragged 
away. Some were held more 
than five weeks, despite 
domestic and international 
appeals. The last nine were 
freed June 27. 

“Using security measures 
alone to deal with political 
problems doesn't solve any- 
thing," Mr. Hassan said. 
“The alternative is to encour- 
age more democracy." 

From the government’s 
perspective, however, force 
seems to be working. 

Since January, 104 people 
have been killed — 54 ex- 
tremists, 39 policemen, 10 
bystanders and a German 
tourist — but most of them 
died in the first four months. 
Since April 30. the toll is four 
policemen and five extrem- 
ists. 

Attacks on banks, tourist 
trains, Coptic Christians and 
senior police officers virtually 
ceased after security agents 
arrested or killed leading 
members of the extreme A I 
Gamaa A1 IsUmiya, the Isla- 
mic Group, and Jihad, or 
holy war. Leaflets threaten- 
ing a bloody campaign of 
vengeance came to nothing. 
Faxed threats ended in late 
April. 

Since tbe confrontation be- 
gan in 1992, die government 
has periodically declared an 
end to extremism, then lost 
credibility when attacks in- 
creased. Tbe recent claims of 
success are tbe first since the 
interior minister announced 
in early February that his 
forces were taking the initia- 
tive. 

The government also set its 
media machine to work por- 
traying extern ists as thugs and 
hypocrites who use religion 
to achieve political and -per- 
sonal goals. 


Critics saw some of the 
tactics as obstacles to demo- 
cracy, efforts to justify in- 
creased control of political 
life by the need to fight ex- 
tremism. 

Flist, the government took 
on the 66-year-old Muslim 
Brotherhood, Egypt's largest 
and best-established. Islamic 
group, which had been toler- 
ated despite being technically, 
illegal. 

Because the Brotherhood 
had taken over most universi- 
ties and professional associa- 
tions in the past 15 years, the 
government enacted laws to 
control institutional elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Mubarak might have 
left the Brotherhood alone if 
it had supported him against 
extremists, but it was “largely 
ambiguous, offering justifica- 
tions and blaming security 
instead of condemning ter- 
rorism." said Mesbah Qutb, 
a leftist writer. 

Drawing fire from the 
opposition are two new laws 
that give the government au- 
thority to appoint village 
mayors and deans of universi- 
ty colleges, both previously 
elected. 

Opposition figures also 
criticised a “national dia-: 
logue conference" Mr. 
Mubarak initiated to discuss 
political, economic and social 
strategies. They had hopes 
for it until Mr. Mubarak said 
in his opening speech that the 
250 members, chosen by him, 
would merely issue recom- 
mendations for the govern- 
ment to consider “according 
to Egypt’s interests." . 

None of the delegates are 
from the Muslim Brother- 
hood, which says it wants a 
strict Islamic state created 
without violence. 


Djerejian: Self-rule must contain violence 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — U.S. Ambassador 
Edward Djerejian said Satur- 
day that one of the “most 
pressing challenges” before 
the Palestinian authority will 
be controlling opponents of 
the autonomy accord and 
preventing" attacks on 
Israelis. 

The outgoing, ambassador 
spoke two days "after a 17- 
^year-pld settler girl was killed 

i drive byjshootnigjsiiKt ah . 
Israeli soldie? was found shot 
and stabbed- to death; .both - 
incidents' in the West Bank. 

Israel blames the slayings 
on militants opposed to the 
peace agreement. 

"It is up to the new Palesti- 
nian authority and the 
Palestinian police to fulfill 
their own responsibility... so 
that those who are opposed 
to the peace process, those 
who advocate violence and 
terrorism are controlled,” 


Mr. Djerejian said. 

“That is one of the most 
pressing challenges for the 
new Palestinian authority, to 
control terrorism within the 
Palestinian community,” he 
added on Israel Radio. 

Mr. Djerejian also urged 
Israelis to keep the attacks in 
perspective, that “despite the 
terrorist incidents on the 
ground, the (peace) process 
itself is moving forward;" 

. i Since the ;shQftting.of. the 
Jewish settler outside the 
Kiryat Arba settlement 
Thursday, the nearby Palesti- 
nian city of Hebron has been 
under curfew, confining the 
city's 80,000 residents to their 
homes. 

Hebron has been a volatile 
area since the February 
slaying of more than 30 
Palestinian worshippers at a 
city mosque by a Jewish set- 
tler. The army said Saturday 
that the curfew was indefi- 


nite. 

The Hebron international 
observer force posted in the 
city after the mosque mas- 
sacre expressed its condo- 
lences over the settler's death 
and hoped it would not lead 
to further violence. 

“The Temporary Interna- 
tional Presence in Hebron 
(TIPH) will try to avoid this 
t tragic-and unnecessary killing 
will result in a setback of the 
normalisation process," a 
stateitoht "from "TIPH-'s 
spokesman Bjamo Soe re risen 
said. 

Despite the violence, 
Israelis and Palestinians con- 
tinued meeting to discuss up- 
grading coordination on daily 
problems. 

In Gaza Saturday, tbe for- 
mer Israeli commander of the 
area, Doron Almog, met 
•with Palestinian police com- 
manders to discuss coordina- 
tion on security problems. 


PLO poem bids farewell to Tunisia 


TUNIS (R) — As another 
chapter of Palestinian bistory 
comes to an end, Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leaders are spending 
therr last few hours of exile 
composing, goodbye and 
thank you notes .to their 
Tunisia!* hosts of 12 years — 
in verse. 

Prominent Palestinian poet 
Mahmoud Darwish reduced 
his audience to tears when he 
recited the following lines in 
a Tunis theatre recently: 

“In a moment, the Palesti- 
nians will be moving from the 
end of the visit to the begin- 
ning of the return... from 
journeys by sea to the first 
foot on land.” 

“But the emotional ques- 
tion is how to recover from 
our love for Tunis which 
flows through our spirit,” 
wrote Mr. Darwish. once a 
member of the PLO's Execu- 


tive Committee. 

"Here in Tunis we saw 
friendship, tenderness and 
support we had never seen 
anywhere else... we love you. 
oh Tunisia, more than we 
ever knew," he went on. 

“Should we say thank you?- 
We never heard lovers say 
thank you to themselves... 
but thank you. Tunisia, take 
care of yourself and we shall 
meet again tomorrow on 
ground of your sister Pales- 
tine.” 

PLO Chairman 1 Yasser 
Arafat will move his head- 
quarters from Tunis to the 
self-rule areas of Jericho and 
Gaza on Monday after a 
send-off which Tunisian offi- 
cials say will befit a head of 
state. 

Mr. Arafat and his guerril- 
las came to Tunisia after they 
vere forced out of Lebanon 
following the 1982 Israeli in- 


vasion. 

‘“The meal of one martyr 
is more . than enough for 
two... the glory of Tunisia is 
more than enough for all 
Arabs." wrote Samih Ai Kas- 
sem, anotfher prominent 
Palestinian poet. 

Not only poets, but politi- 
cians and former guerrillas 
are turning maudlin ahead of 
their departure. 

Sakhr Abu Nizar, member 
of the military establishment 
of the PLO's mainstream 
Fateh movement, is among 
them. 

“Of my love for Tunisia I 
say lovers may forget but 1 
never shall,” wrote Mr. Abu 
Nizar. 

Another Fateh member, 
Othman Abu Ghariba, pen- 
ned these words of farewell: 
“Tunisia, you are engraved in 
my heart forever.” 


F/arhats enlist Clark’s 
support in Kuwait case 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Ramsey Clark, 
a former attorney general of 
the United States, is leading 
efforts to internationalise the 
case of a Lebanese family 
whose members suffered in 
the hands of Kuwaitis im- 
mediately after the end of the 
Gulf war of 2991, a member 
of the family said Sunday. 

Naim Farbat, whose father 
Ismail and brother Osama 
were killed and sister Naimat 
was raped and shot in the 
head by a Kuwait! intelli- 
gence officer, said Mr. Clark 
had enlisted the help of a 
team of international lawyers 
to raise the case in the Inter- 
national Court of Justice in 
the Hague. 

A Kuwaiti court tried tbe 
ex-officer, Jaber Al Omairi, 
and -convicted him of the 
murders of Ismail and Osama 
Farhat and the attempted 
murder of Naimat Farhat, 
but cleared him of the Tape 
charge. He was sentenced to 
life in prison. 

An appeals court reduced 
the sentence to 15 years in a 
ruling in- May in a move that 
drew criticism from interna- 
tional legal circles and human 
rights organisations. 

Naim Farhat, who lives in 
the U.S-, has been pressing a 
campaign against the Kuwaiti 
government saying the mur- 
der of his father and brother 
and the attack on his sister 
were ordered by die Kuwaiti 
regime. 

“Justice was ridiculed," 
Mr. Farhat said of tbe court 
rulings, pointing out that the 
accused was cleared of the 
rape charge and he was given 
only life sentence instead of 
the death penalty. 

Mr. Farhat said he did not 
favour capital punishment, 
but the fact that the court did 
not hand down the death- 
penalty to the accused was 
injustice. 

In a press conference in 
London in June, George 
Halloway, a Labour member 
of the British Parliament. 


named die Kawaiti government 
as having given the order for 
tbe attack on the Farhat s in 
Kuwait on March 2. 

Naimat Farhat and Naim 
Farhat also appeared in the 
British House of Commons 
on June 26 to recount the 
ordeal of the family. 

The Farhats are planning 
to file a dvil claim in Kuwait, 
but, Mr. Farbat said, judging 
from tbe earlier court ruling, 
it would be a hopeless effort. 

“The court procedures •: 
were a sham aimed at pro- 
reeling those who ordered the ■ 
murder of my family,” said '} 
Mr. Farhat. “I am not going , 
to rest until justice is done to 
my family which suffered un- 
told suffering for no justifi- • 
able reason." 

Mr. Farhat is also enraged 
that die court ignored his ; 
family’s quest for damages in 
the case, particularly that it 
spent tens of thousands of • 
dollars in treating Ms. Farhat : 
who suffered severe head in- i 
juries and is now partially > 
paralysed. : 

. A U.S. court ordered the : 
borne owned by Mr. Farhat ' 
to be seized and sold to settle ] 
tbe bills of the hospital which : 
treated Ms. Farbat. The < 
family managed to save the 
house by “borrowing money” | 
to settle tbe bills to the bos- : 
pital, Mr. Farhat said. 

“I am determined to take - 
this case to the end of the r 
world,” Mr. Farhat told the 
Jordan Times over the phone 
from San Jose, California. y 
“They (the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment) is going to hear of this : 
case for the rest of their 
lives.” 

Mr. Farhat said -his con-: 
tinued campaign in die U.S. . 
scene had attracted the atten-, 
tion of Mr. Clark and several ■ 
associations of international 
laywers. “Now we are trying 
to get the case to tbe Interna- 
tional Court of Justice," Mr. 
Farhat said. “The cases of 
non-Kuwaitis who suffered in- 
die hands of Kuwaitis after 
the Gulf war are no different 
from the plight of the Bosr 
nian Muslim*’’ ! 




Clinton sees need to address, 
Algerian opposition, concernjs 


NAPLES (R) — 1 President 
Clinton- on -Saturday conde- 
mned- extremism in Algeria 
but stressed the need to rec- 
ognise “legitimate concerns" 
of opposition forces in the 
country. 

At a news conference at 
the Group of Seven indus- 
trialised nations’ summit, he 
rejected the suggestion that 
he was reluctant to condemn 
violence in Algeria, where. 
Muslim fundamentalists are 
fighting to overthrow a hard- 
line, army-backed govern- 
ment in the former French 
territory. 

“I don't think we've been 
reluctant at all to condemn 
Islamic terrorism in Algeria 
or anyplace else. We deplore 
it and we condemn .it,” he 
insisted. 

■ “What we have sought to 
do in Algeria is to support a 
process which would enable 
the government to successful- 
ly govern and to limit terror-' 
ism while recognising other 
legitimate concerns of the 
opposition in the countiy," 
Mr. Clinton said. 

The G-7 plans to call for 
political dialogue in Algeria 
but in language that masks 
differences between France 
and some of its partners on 
the ,role of the outlawed Isla- 
mic ’ Salvation Front (FIS), 
host nation Italy said on 
Saturday. 

G-7 foreign ministers on 
Saturday morning discussed 
civil strife in Algeria, thrust 
onto tbe agenda by the killing 


in Algeria "of seven Italian 
merchant seaman on the. eve 
of the July 8-10 Naples 
gathering. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Antonio Martino said after ?- 
the session that a passage on 
Algeria, and condemnation 
of “terrorism in all ilts 
forms,” would be contained 
in a summit leaders' political 
statement due to be issued on 
Sunday. 

Two of the main protagon- 
ists, the United States and 
France, are at odds over how 
to deal with the problem. 

“There are those such as 
France which believe that the 
Algerian government is tiding 
everything it can to restore 
order to tbe economy and 
that this can lead to stabil- 
ity,” Mr. Martino told repor- 
ters. 

"Then there is the less 
'optimistic position of those 
who believe that unless you 
develop an .effective dialogue 
with the other side you are 
headinng for a potential ex- 
plosion. 

“The final declaration 
accepts that second position, 
at least in part, because it 
calls for dialogue," Mr. Mar- 
tino said. 

Diplomatic sources said 
the language was likely to call 
for “a continuation of dia- 
logue with those who re- 
nounce terrorism and vio- 
lence” in Algeria without 
naming the FIS. It would also 
state G-7 support for Alger- 
ia’s economic reforms. 
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St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Amumdatko Td. 
63744a 

De hi Sale Cfamth Td. 661757 
Terranneta Choreh Td: 622366 


Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bdkttn supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Normal simmer weather condi- 
tio ns will prevail with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 20/31 

Aqabu 25/38 

Deserts 16 /33 

Jordan VaDcy 24/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 39 Humidity 


readings: Amman 23 per cent, 
Aqaba 22 per cent.’ 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. Hisham Kan’an 790286 

Dr. Walk! Masri 675485 

Dr. Mohammad Outran ....612232 

Dr. MouWis Mazahrefa 820420 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fenton pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascraa pharmacy ... 637055 

Naroukh pharmacy 623672 

A] Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yaccub pharmacy ............ 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy 637660 

Nalronjh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IRBID: ' 

Dr. Ali Mahmoud Omari .. 272032 
Alquds pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mousbah Hcjawi 981217 

Khalifch pharmacy. 985417 


EMERGENCIES Food 

■ Control Centre 637H1 

Civil Defence Department 6611 11 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034f 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 591228 

Blood Bank-...-..—...', 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police -8 96390 

fttofc Security Department — 630321 

Hold "Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .: 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 1.... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints .......... 787111 

Telephone Information 

‘ (directory aswuncc) 121 

Overseas uRr ....: 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

. Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jofdan Television 773111 

Ra<£o Jordan . 77411) 

Water Authority .............. 680100 

- Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615- 

: Electric Power- 

Company.. : 1 636381 

Rl Flight Information 08-53200 


Oaccn Alia Ind, Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381302 
Khali® Maternity, J. Aran 

644281/6 

AkUcb Maternity, J. Amn. 

■ 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman .._ 636140 

Palestine. Shmceani .. — '664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

' AJ-Muasbcr Hospital .667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

. AJ-AWi. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajiccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/SO 

Amal Hospital ................ 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Siu Hospital (09)986732 

Al Htluna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IRBID; 

Maces (021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (021372275 
Ibn Al Nafocs Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Ptvkcss Hays Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbe Qucca Aba In- 
ternationa] Airport Td. (08)53200- 
S. where h should always be veri- 
fied 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ)' 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

99--30 Jeddah (RJ) 

1*06 Dubai. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

IfcW Riyadh (RJ) 

11:00 Beirut (RJ) 

IU00 New Delhi (RJ) 

17:55 Cairo (RJ) 

1 8.-00 New Yorit, Amsterdam (JU) 

IStt Bangkok (RJ) 

19J0 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 


Moscow (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

0fc45 Khartoum f£D1 

IM0 Sana (TY) 

13J0 .... Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

17:00 Rome (AZ) 

20£0 Cairo (MS) 

21:30 Dubai (EM) 

OltfO Amsterdam (KL) 


hijaz railway 


Dvp- 

Arr. 


Dtp. 

Arr. 


8:00 every Monday 
5:00 p.m. every Monday 
7 JO a_m. every Sunday 

MU 

5.-00 p.m. every Sunday 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
nights - 
(Terminal 1) 

0fc« Beirut (RJ) 

1621 .. . Amsterdam. Chicago i 
1*00-.... Rhodes. Frankfurt, 

1&15 London i 

H45 Carol 

W35 Moscow 

2fc45 ........... Bahrain. Doha I 

21:00 Dhahrani 

21:45 Damascus i 

22J0 Dubai.1 

1209.. .. AI ’Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 


Uppet/lower price in 

Apple 

Apricots 


I Istanbul (TK) 

09:15 Bdnitf 

1*30-. Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (Gf 

1640 Sanaa ( 

21:15 Cairo | 

2239 Dubai f 

•1:15 Sa 

9239 Amsterdam (KL) 


Banana (Mokammar) 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cobra 

Cherry 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) ... 
Cucumbers (small)'': 


Grapes 

Lemon 

Marrow (large). 
Marrow (small) 

MuluMriah ". 

Okra 

Orange — 

Onion (dry) 

Sweet Moon — 


Pepper (sweet) . 
Potato ............ 

Peaches 

TOmato 


Os per kg. 

... 550/450 
.... 75V 6SD 

680 

620 

140/100 
260/180 
. 1300 / 800 
.. 1200/700 

... 20(j20-t 

^.^TOO/50 | 

.. 220/120 
.... 120/50 
_. 460/360 
700/500 
... 550 / 350 
.. 550 / 400 
.....80/40 

- 170/90 
... 110/60 
... 700/550 

- 50V 400 
. 200/100 

220/ 120 
. 300 / 200 
• 250/180 
.. 400/300 
.. 70V 500 

.... too/ so! 
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Queen to chair NGO workshop Government , hotel owners table grievances 

on population and development By Natnsha BnkliaH a prominent position in the 

* * . ■ XT . " •• Cr#n.T m rfui rwi.. area’s tounsm industry and 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, a 
workshop for Jordanian 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGOs) on 
population and develop- 
ment will start today, 
according to an NHF state- 
ment. 

The workshop, which is 
organised by Noor AI Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) in 
.cooperation with the World 
Bank and other national 
organisations concerned 
■with population issues in 
Jordan, will be held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). 

The workshop is in pre- 
paration for the Interna- 
tional Conference on 
Population and Develop- 
ment, which will be held in 
Cairo in September. The 
Cairo conference will be a 


follow-op to the Mexico 
and Bucharest population 
conferences held hr 1984 
and 1974. 

According to the State- 
ment, the workshop will 
focus on ways to strengthen 
the role played by NGOs in 
the coining Cairo confer- 
ence and on the exchange 
of expertise among NGOs 
in Jordan to produce a 
more effective strategy for 
the conference. 

Participants in the five- 
session workshop will dis- 
cuss four mam issues which 
will be proposed (hiring the 
Cairo event. These issues 
.are: the interaction be- 
tween variables pertaining 
to population programme 
and policies, economic and 
social development and 
communication, the rela- 
tionship between popula- 
tion, development and the 


envrr&mnetRv ad the rtla- 
between the status 
flf women and population 
variables . 

Queen Noor will' chair 
the third session of the 
workshop winch win fociis 
on parocipatbry develop- 
ment, slowing human 
growth as a key to sustaina- 
bility, and' the r6fe of Arab 
NGOs in preparation for 
thc^ Cairo bctafiflfftftc fe . 

Duringfiicbpening cere- 
rnohy,' Queen Noor will, 
distribute awards- to the 
winners of the United Na- 
tions Population Fund 
(UNFPA) 1994 Poster 
Contest. The objective bf 
the contest, entitled 
“Population, Key to the 
21st Century," was to’ cre- 
ate awareness of the 
population issues and their 
impact on the environ- 
ment. 


UNFPA works on 12 projects 

Jordan celebrates World Population Day 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United 
Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) is currently im- 
plementing 12 different 
projects in Jordan in coop- 
eration with the health 
ministry and other govern- 
ment departments, accord- 
ing to Dirwaz Alkhas, head 
of the Programmes Depart- 
ment at the UNFPA office 
in Amman. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference on the eve of 
World Population Day (to- 
day). Mr. Alkhas said that 
his office has allocated SS 
million for these projects, 
which include among other 
things, preparations for 
and contributing to the 
general census to be con- 
ducted in November by the 
National Population Com- 
mission (NFC). 

The UNFPA office, 
which started its services 
here in the early 1970s, said 
Dr. Alkhas aims at helping 
the country implement pro- 
jects related to health, 
family planning and de- 
i veloping -women’s activi- 
ties. 1 .- 

• According to Lina 
Obeidat, Mr. Alkhas’s de- 
puty, women's program- 
mes are being implemented 
in cooperation with the 
Queen Aha Fund for Social 


Development (QAF). 

Ms. Obeidat, who ' 
addressed the conference, 
said tbe UNFPA office in 
Amman will soon begin a 
project designed to help 
Jordanian women present 
their case at the Fourth 
World's Conference on 
Women to be held in Beij- 
ing in 1995. 

The press conference was 
opened by Rafik Shukor, 
deputy U.N. resident rep- 
resentative in Jordan and 
UNFPA representative in 
Jordan, who said this year 
UNFPA focuses on spread- ' 
ing awareness about socio- 
economic and environmen- 
tal development. 

At tbe same time, UN- 
FPA is intensifying efforts 
at the national, regional 
and international levels to 
confront the challenges re- 
sulting from the accelera- 
tion in population growth, 
said Mr. Shukor. 

The present world 
population is estimated at 
5.7 billion and is expected 
to increase by one billion 
by the end of the century, t 
Mri Shukor said. 

. He added that the signifi- 
cant growth in. population • 
would inevitably increase 
pressure on social and 
other basic services, inflate 
the number of residents in 
urban regions and cause- 
considerable increases in 


energy consumption. 

He said such develop- 
ments would result in a 
further draining of natural 
resources, deterioration of 
tbe environment and an in- 
crease in poverty. 

At the press conference 
Mr. Shukor read a World 
*. Population Day message 
■.from Nafis Sacfik, executive 
director of UNFPA, who 
said “On World Population 
Day we celebrate indi- 
vidual women and men and 
• the family as the founda- 
tion of peace and stability. 
It is a day to celebrate our 
richly varied cultures and 
traditions and to recognise 
what we need to do to 
make the future secure for 
the generations to come,” 
said Dr. Sadik. 

She said that m Septem- 
ber the International Con- 
ference on Population and 
Development will meet in 
an atmosphere of consen- 
sus on the vital importance 
of population issues to de- 
velopment. 

The conference program- 
me, she added, recognises 
individual choice as the 
keystone that balances 
population and .resources, 
and its focus will be on 
improving tfael ouaHty bf. 
life in a manner tnar fosters 
sustainable development 
with a greater equity. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles Zayad family 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein sent a cable of condolences to the family 
of tiie Tawfiq Zayad over the death of the 
famous Palestinian poet. Mr. Zayad was 
killed in a road accident near Jericho last 
week. 

Forest workshop to open 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The first workshop on 
“Training in Participatory Management of 


WHAT’S GOING Oil 


! The following listings are compiled from moodily bulletins 
and the daily Aratnc press. Readers are advised to verify 
■the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


FILM 

ft Italian film entitled “Cinema Paradiso” at the French 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

PIANO RECITAL _ 

ft Piano redial at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pm. 


By Natalia Bukhari 

Spttial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Despite Jor- 
dan^ vast .wealth of touris- 
tic sifts and precious anti- 
quities, the Kingdom's 
tourism facilities are below 
standards and can only be 
improved through coopera- 
| tion between the .govern- 
ment and the private sec- 
tor. according to Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan. 

Speaking to several hotel 
proprietors oh Sunday. Dr. 
Adwan reiterated the 
ministry's commitment to 
assist the' private sector in 
improving the quality and ' 
quantity of tourist facilities 
by providing the necessary 
.infrastructure and regula- 
tions. 

"We convened here to 
discuss all hardships involv- 
ing this important trade 
ana to work On solving 
them together in order to 
face up to the challenges 
that lie ahead of us,” said 
the- minister adding that 
Jordan is about to witness 
an historic transformation 
that will affect the coun- 
try’s public and private in- 
stitutions. 

' With peace in the region 
looming the horizon, the 
minister urged those pre- 
sent to help Jordan assume 


a prominent position in the 
area’s tourism industry and' 
noted that this can only be 
achieved by adopting 
pragmatic thinking. 

“We are still far from 
reaching our goals but if we 
work hand in hand, we can 
begin to eliminate the bar- 
riers preventing vs from 
improving our perform- 
ance.” he said adding that 
both the government and 
tbe private sector have 
been indifferent for “far 
. too long.” ■ - ' 

■ The minister said that 
global international tour- 
ism payments in 1993 
reached S324 billion; the 
Middle East share was $5 
billion. 

Participants at the meet- 
ing expressed their dissatis- 
faction with the ministry's 
failure to facilitate the 
hotel industry's projects 
saying that tbe Ministry of 
Finance “makes their job 
very hard” with its “inflexi- 
ble approach” to tbefr de- 
mands. 

“All the Kingdom's in- 
stitutions try to nit us hard 
and we have no protection 
from our ministry,” said 
Natal Sa’adeh, the owner 
of Tyche Hotel in Amman. 

While hotel proprietors 
complained of the high 
taxes on their facilities, 
Sa'oud Abdel Qader of the 
Ministry of Finance said 



Mtabter of Tourism Mohammad Adwan Sunday 
addresses hotel proprietors at a meeting to discuss 
tourism industry needs 


that hotel owners were ex- 
empt from sales tax in 
accordance to regulations 
exempting investment en- 
couragement projects from 
taxation. 

Private sector 
businesspersons also com- 
plained of what they saw as 
the minimal promotion of 
Jordan as a tourist attrac- 
tion. They suggested that 
the ministry use part of the 
tax revenues to promote 
tourism to Jordan. 

“The tourism ministry 
should tackle such matte rs- 
and act as our leader,” said 
Mr. Sa'deh noting that the 
Finance Ministry should be 
convinced that its revenues 


will double if it offered the 
private sector more assist- 
ance in improving tourism 
facilities. 

Despite some proprietors 
discontent with the recent 
reclassification of some 
Aqaba hotels last month, 
Dr. Adwan stressed his 
conviction that the measure 
was necessary to encourage 
hotel owners to improve 
the quality of service and 
facilities at their hotels. He 
added that the measure was 
intended to safeguard the 
credibility of the hospitality 
industy in the Kingdom. 

Tareef Tabba’, owner of 
the three-star Amman In- 
ternational Hotel, said that 


proprietors have had “tens 
■of meetings” with Dr. 
Adwan. 

He added that the minis- 
try “has to prove its com- 
mitment” to helping the 
private sector by streng- 
thening its position vis-a-vls 
other ministers, and that 
the tourism ministry must 
be a "true representative" 
of businesspersons aspiring 
to raise Jordan's level of 
the tourism trade. 

Mr. Tabba* also stressed 
the importance of local 
tourism which he described 
as “non-existent." He said 
Jordanians “do not know 
how to have fun or even 
laugh.” "We want Jorda- 
nians to be able to sing and 
dap as well as listen to five 
news broadcasts a day.” 

The meeting was con- 
cluded by expanding the 
present tourism coordina- 
tion committee headed by 
Michel Nazzal. owner of 
Amman's Philadelphia 
Hotel and Aqaba’s Holiday 
Hotel. 

The expanded committee 
now includes Sami Sawalha 
(Regency Palace Hotel). 
Abdel Aziz Kabariti 
(Aqaba's Coral Beach 
Hotel) Nabil Sa’adeh 
(Tyche Hotel). Tareef Tab- 
ba. (Amman International 
Hotel). Issam Daqaq 
(Ambassador Hotel), and 
Nizar Abidi (Dar-O-Tel). 


Rss to inspect nra rigs Women’s union chooses 

AMMAN (J.T.) -*■ The ture is surface defect-free, 

«sn name change over merger 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and the Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA) 
Sunday signed* an agreement 
t>y which RSS will inspect the 
oil drilling rigs Which NRA is 
using. 

According to the agree- 
ment, RSS Mechanical De- 
sign and Technology Centre 
will conduct X-ray and 
garhma-ray industrial 
radiography, ultrasonic, 
magnetic particles, and liquid 
penetrant inspections to de- 
' tect cracks in the drilling rig 
structures. 

This agreement constitutes 
tiie cornerstone in preventive 
maintenance in Jordan which 
is based on modem technolo- 
gy to ensure that the struc- 


ture is surface defect-free, 
said an RSS statement. 

The proposed maintenance 
will effectively increase the 
operational life-time of these 
rigs as well as preserve the 
life of workers and vital 
equipment, according to the 
RSS. 

The NRA earlier de- 
pended on foreign companies 
and expertise in conducting 
non-destructive inspections 
of drilling rig structures. 

Based on this agreement, 
RSS will conduct these in- 
spections and control the 
work of these rigs thus ensur- 
ing self-dependance and bol- 
stering national economy by 
saving foreign currency, said 
the statement. 


Germany offers equipment 
to ministry of education 


Forest and Rangelands" will be 'held at 
Afflmpn Hotel,. Amman today. The workshop 
is organised fry the Department pf Forestsand 
Afforestation of the Ministry of Agriculture^ 
and the U.N. Food and AgicutiureOimmsa- 
tion (FAO). The 19 district forest officers, 
heads of divisions of tbe Depaitha&it ’ df 
Forests and Afforestation, 10 national and 
three international resources personnel will 
attend this workshop, which wig he followed, 
later, by several Workshops on tins theme in 
the district* tbefhseWtt. j * •■*' 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Charge 
d’Affaires at the German 
embassy Michael Bock Sun- 
day presented the Ministry of 
Education with equipment 
for the production of school 
laboratory instruments and 
said .Germany would con- 
tinue to provide aid to Jordan 
to help it develop its educa- 
tional system. 

Addressing a special cere- 
mony for the presentation. 
Mr. Bock said Jordanian skill 
.in utilising, modern .equip- 
ment encourages Germany to 
: edtitfriuc to supply the coun- 
try with mefefta& that wfatri- 


bute towards its develop- 
ment. 

The Ministry of Education 
had set up a special unit in 
1987 to produce instruments 
that could be used at school 
laboratories, and the German 
government has been sup- 
plying eq u ipm en t and exper- 
tise for its work. 

Thanking Germany for its 
help. Minister of Education 
Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh 
said the instruments, pro- 
duced by tbe unit are needed 
to promote laboratory activi- 
ties at tbe basic educational 
level. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In response to a 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment request to either merge 
with another women's asso- 
ciation or change its name, 
the Jordanian Women's Un- 
ion (JWU) has opted for a 
name change, albeit small. 
The union's new name, effec- 
tive June 28, is the Jordanian 
Woman's Union (JWU). 

According to JWU Presi- 
dent Asma Khader, the name 
change is accompanied by 
amendments to the union's 
by-laws “in order to cope 
with the democratic advance- 
ment and women's status in 
the Kingdom." 

During a press conference 
Sunday held at JWU head- 
quarters, Ms. Khader said 
the union also plans to ex- 
pand its membership by eas- 
ing membership eligibility 
rules and maintaining its JD2 
annual fee in order to enable 
women from all sectors to 
join. 

“We hope that in tbe near 
future we will enlarge the 
union to more than 10,000 
members from the current 
roster of 6,000 women,” Ms. 
Khader said. 

She added that the door 
will also be open to men, 
organisations and institutes 
that support the union. 

■ Last April the union re- 
jected the Ministry of Soda! 





Asms Khader 

Development's demand that 
it merge with the General 
Federation of Jordanian 
Women (GFJW). 

JWU members told the 
Jordan Times last April that 
“the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment had no authority 
over them, particularly as the 
union was registered under 
the' Ministry of Interior, 
which is the governing au- 
thority of such organisa- 
tions.” 

On April 10. the JWU 
administration held a meet- 
ing in which they changed the 
union's name. 

On June 28. Minister of 
Interior Salameh Hammad 
approved the new name and 
the changes to the JWU by- 
laws. 

The new name will also 
help “eliminate confusion be- 
tween our union and the 
GFJW,” Ms. Khader said. 

Established in 1974. the 


union has branches and cen- 
tres in Amman, Irbid. Zarqa, 
Madaba. Karak. Ramtha and 
other rural areas. 

Most of its centres conduct 
courses for and train women. 
The union also provides legal 
advice to women as part ofits 
stated objective to defend 
those rights. 

According to Ms. Khader. 
the union recently conducted 
10 literacy courses attended 
by more than 1 .000 women in 
the rural areas. She said the 
JWU is ready to conduct 
similar courses if 50 or more 
women express an interest. 

Ms. Khader announced 
that the union intends to 
launch a workshop on crimes 
of honour in Jordan.' ' 

“We have noticed an in- 
crease in the numbers of re- 
ported crimes of honour, so 
we want to study this issue 
deeply to find ways to protect 
innocent women,” Ms. 
Khader, a lawyer, said. 

The JWU will also embark 
on conducting skilled labour 
training programmes for 
women to learn trades that 
were predominantly per- 
formed by men. 

“We plan to conduct voca- 
tional training for women in 
our centres to teach them 
how to perform certain jobs 
that might be useful to them 
in their homes and that could 
save them time, money and 
energy,” Ms. Khader said. 




mm 
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ft Lecture entitled “Only the Masters Changed” by Dr. 
C hari Bishefc (focusing on the Late Byzantine-Early 
Islamic transition as evidenced in Roman Street excava- 
tions at Madaba) at the Friends of Archaeology Centre 
at 7:00 p.m. 

* Seminar in Arabic entitled “The Jordanian -Israeli 
... Agreement — Analysis and Dimensions” by Mr. Tareq 
Masarweh and Dr. Mohammad Al H^j at the Islamic 
Action Front headquarters, Amman- Zarqa highway at 

‘fJO pm. 


☆ Opening Of an exhibition of parntings by Omar Hanwha 
S hah nan at Darat Al Funun of the Abdal Hameed 
' Sboman Foundation in- Jabal Luweibdefa at 6:00 p.m. 
j . (Tel. 642351). 

fr Exhibition entitled “Arab Artists in France” at the 
Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts, Jabal LaweiMeh,' 
off Al Mnntazah Cirde (TeL 630128). 

Sculpture and ceramic exhibition by Iraqi artist Laith Al 
Turk at the Orfah Art Gallery in Gram Uthdna (TeL 
826932). 

ft Exhibition by plastic artist Kbeiri Harzalllah at the 
■ Jordanian Plastic Association in ShmeisanJ (Tel. 
699914). 

& Exhibition by artist Bishara Al Nqjjar at the Orient. 
Gallery for Fine Arts, Gardens Str. (Td. 698513). •• 

ft Painting exhOMtSon by Iraqi painters “Tbe P io ne ers. 
Group” at Al Ain Art GaBery — Wadi Saqra (TeL 
644451) 
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U.N to renew Bosnia truce 
inf ormally ;f ighting continues 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations was expected to 
announce an informal renew- 
al of a Bosnia-wide ceasefire 
Sunday, while more fighting 
between Serbs and Muslims 
was reported from battlef- 
ronts across the republic. 

In Naples, leaders of the 
Group of Seven industrial Ra- 
tions and Russia were poised 
to issue a warning of the 
grave risk of renewed large- 
scale war in Bosnia if the 
warring parties do not sign up 
for the latest international 

peace plan. 

While the Bosnian Serbs 
have agreed to extend for 
another month a ceasefire 
that expired at noon Sunday, 
the Muslim-Croat federation 
has not fully backed the plan. 

U.N. special envoy 
Yasushi Akashi was back at 
his headquarters in Zagreb, 
from where U.N. and Bos- 
nian government sources said 
they expected him to 
announce an informal exten- 


sion of the truce. 

Mr. Akashi was likely to read a 
statement saying that both 
parties had expressed a desire 
to extend the agreement. The 
statement would list several 
of the warring parties 1 other 
concerns but would not entail 
any signed agreement. 

Bosnia's Muslim and 
Croat-backed government 
agreed a truce with their re- 
bel Serb adversaries on June 
8 in Geneva that went into 
effect two days later. 

The agreement was in- 
tended to bridge the gap be- 
tween fighting in Bosnia and 
a comprehensive peace plan 
finally unveiled by five major 
powers last week. 

The warring Serb and Mus- 
lim factions have been given 
until July 19 to respond to the 
peace plan, which roughly 
divides Bosnia equally be- 
tween them. 

A draft statement seen by 
Reuters as leaders of the 
Group of Seven resumed their 


summit with Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin urged the 
parties to accept the plan and 
pledged to implement 
tougher sanctions if they re- 
fused. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said he and Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd would go to Bel- 
grade and Pale, the Bosnian 
Serbs' “capital”, on Tuesday 
and Wednesday to hammer 
home the message. 

“We strongly believe the 
parties to the Bosnian con- 
flict should accept the plan 
presented to them.” the draft 
statement said. “If the oppor- 
tunity is not seized, there is a 
grave risk of renewed war on 
a large scale.” 

The Muslims have indi- 
cated they are ready to accept 
the peace plan, but the Serbs 
have been more reserved. 

Mr. Akashi’s efforts to ex- 
tend the truce were frustrated 
by poor weather in Bosnia 
Saturday that forced can- 


cellation of a meeting with 
government representatives. 

U.N. and government 
sources said Mr. Akashi's 
statement on the informal ex- 
tension of the truce would 
include mention of ethnic 
cleansing by Serb forces in 
Banja Luka, a concern of the 
government side, and the fai- 
lure to release prisoners of 
war as the first truce en- 
visioned. a specific complaint 
of the Serbs. 

The Serbs agreed Friday to 
extend the ceasefire but Mr. 
Akashi reached only partial 
agreement with the Muslim- 
Croat alliance at an earlier' 
meeting. 

The United Nations mean- 
while reported continued 
fighting in north central Bos- 
nia with clashes between Serb 
and Muslim forces overnight 
and Sunday morning. 

There was also fighting in 
the northwestern Bihac pock- 
et. where Muslims are sur- 
rounded by Serbs. 


Belarus seems headed for 
upset in presidential poll 


SHKLOV, Belarus (R) — 
Self-styled corruption-buster 
Alexander Lukashenko 
appeared to be cruising to 
victory in Sunday's presiden- 
tial election in Belarus, die 
first in the conservative for- 
mer Soviet republic. 

Mr. Lukashenko, 39, cast 
his ballot Sunday morning in 
the town of Shklov some 200 
kilometres northeast of the 
capital, Minsk, with charac- 
teristically populist exorta- 
tions. 

“I am voting for myself,” 
he told reporters. “For the 
first time a simple man has a 
chance to vote freely for a 
man just like himself.” 

“My first move will be to 
fight corruption, first of all at 
the top.” Mr. Lukashenko 
said. My list of corrupt gov- 
ernment officials is growing 
and only two members of the 
government leadership will 
be able to stay in their posts.” 

But Mr. Lukashenko re- 
mains something of an un- 
known quantity, with no gov- 
ernment experience. He has 
put forward no dear econo- 
mic policy and given no clue 
who would be in his govern- 
ment. 

The second contender, 
conservative Prime Minister 
Vyacheslav Kebich, 
appeared demoralised at the 
end of a fierce campaign. He 
changed his scheduled voting 
time to avoid hieing repor- 
ters. 

“He does not feel like 
seeing journalists." said Mr. 
Kebich ’s spokesman Vladi- 
mir Zametalin. 

Mr. Kebich, 58, was 
beaten into second place in 
the first round in June, when 
Mr. Lukashenko won a sur- 
prising 45 per cent of the vote 
against 17 for Kebich. 

The prime minister lost 
further ground in two rounds 
of televised debate, when his 
performance appeared lack- 


lustre. 

The central electoral com- 
mission said that in foe first 
four hours of voting more 
than 26 per cent of seven 
million eligible voters had 
cast their ballot. 

Mr. Kebich has cam- 
paigned on his experience as 
premier since 1990, saying 
foe government has served 
the country well in staving off 
economic collapse. 

But most voters questioned 
by Reuters as they left polling 
stations in Minsk, felt dif- 
ferently and blamed Mr. 
Kebich for the hardships of 
life. 

“1 voted for Lukashenko, 
but not because of bis perso- 
nality,” said Valentina Chur- 
in, an economist in her late 
thirties. “I voted against 
Kebich because his team has 
lead the country into this 
terrible economic crisis.” 

In Shklov, emotional 
crowds cheered M r . 
Lukashenko. Some' elderly 
women blessed him, saying 
“God be with you.” 

“The country needs order 
like under (Soviet dictator 
Josef) Stalin and Lukashenko 
is capable of restoring such 
order," said a bemedalled 
World War II veteran. 

“I am for Lnkashenko. He 
promises to crush the mafia 
and lower prices,” said a 
middle-aged woman. 

Mr. Lnkashenko told re- 
porters the West should not 
be afraid of him. “Our fore- 
ign policy will remain the 
same.” 

He denied some media 
comparisons to Russian ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky, saying foe latter 
backed Mr. Kebich. 

Mr. Lukashenko said he 
regretted the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and hoped 
some form of a union be- 
tween ex-Soviet republics 
would be restored. 


Opposition leader: Royalty 
irrelevant to Australia 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lia's anti-republican opposi- 
tion leader Alexander Dow- 
ner described the royal family 
as "irrelevant” to Australia 
and the queen as "nice, but 
English" in an interview pub- 
lished here Sunday. 

He also blamed the recent 
behaviour of the young 
royals, which he likened to a 
"Hollywood saga." for the 
recent upsurge in republican- 
ism among Australians. 

Since his election as leader 
of the conservative Liberal 
Party in May. Mr. Downer 
has opened up a big lead in 
the polls against the Labour 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Paul Keating during a 
period in which Mr. Keat- 
ing's republican push has 
been one of the major topics. 

Mr. Downer styles himself 
"a constitutionalist” rather 
than a die-hard monarchist, 
arguing that in a time of high 
unemployment and other so- 
cial ills there is no need to 
change the Australian con- 
stitution which he says has 
worked well. 

However, his own party 
appears deeply divided on 
the issue, with many of his 
senior Liberal colleagues 
"coming out” in support of a 
republic for Australia. 

Mr. Downer told the Sun- 
day Telegraph the behaviour 
of "some of the young royals 
had probably been very help- 
ful to the republican cause, 
but that was irrelevant to the 
debate as was the monarchy 
itself. 

“The theoretical link with 
the British monarchy doesn’t 


mean anything any more and 
isn't the point of the argu- 
ment.” he said. 

“This is a debate about 
how our constitution works. 
The reality is the royal family 
doesn't have any involvement 
in our constitution at all. 

“The governor-general 
sends letters to the queen two 
or three rimes a year, but no 
decisions that are made in 
Australia are influenced at all 
by the royal family 

Mr. Downer also claimed 
Mr. Keating was refusing to 
reveal to the public what sort 
of republic he favoured, that 
he had a secret agenda in his 
republican crusade and that 
his real mission was to con- 
solidate power into his own 
hands. 

Finance Minister Kim 
Beazley said in a televiison 
interview later Mr. Downer’s 
claim the government had a 
secret agenda was "puerile 
nonsense” and the govern- 
ment was annoyed at the 
attention given to it. 

Mr. Beazley, a member of 
a cabinet committee which is 
considering ways of replacing 
the queen and governor- 
general with an Australian 
head of state, said the cabinet 
did not feel pressured to pro- 
duce a detailed answer in the 
immediate future. 

“We're certainly working 
out in the cabinet committee 
a response which would take 
. the debate a step further, but 
until you actually put a re- 
ferendum to the Australian 
public you don’t require to 
dot every “i” and cross every 


British MPs accused of 
posing questions for cash 


LONDON (R) — A British 
newspaper Sunday alleged 
that two Conservative politi- 
cians were ready to table 
questions in parliament in re- 
turn for £1,000 ($1,500) each. 

Both members of the nil? 
ing party denied any im- 
propriety but Dale Campbell- 
Savours of the opposition 
Labour Party said he would 
ask the speaker of the House 
of Commons to investigate 
the claims. 

A Sunday Times reporter, 
pretending to be a business- 
man in search of information 
on a non-existent company 
before striking commercial 
deals, approached 10 Con- 
servative and 10 Labour par- 
liamentarians chosen at ran- 
dom. 

The paper said Graham 
Riddick was asked to table a 
question asking whether the 
fictitious company had done 
any work for the Social 
Security Department. He re- 
turned the cheque after the 
department said it did not 
know foe company. 

Mr. Riddick said in a state- 
ment: “What I have found 
staggering is that a journalist 
from the Sunday Times, pre- 
sumably with the connivance 


of the editor, should tell me a 
tissue of lies simply to manu- 
facture a story when neither 
illegality nor impropriety was 
being investigated.” 

( The newspaper, which ac- 
cused the lawmakers of abus- 
ing parliamentary privilege, 
also alleged that another 
Conservative. David Tredin- 
nick, accepted a cheque for 
£1,000 for tabling a question 
about a fictitious drug. 

The paper quoted him as 
saying he was surprised to 
receive the cheque, which 
would be returned or cashed 
in foe name of a charity. He 
could not be contacted for 
comment Sunday. 

Campbell -Savours said he 
would raise the allegations 
with Betty Boothroyd, speak- 
er of foe House of Commons. 
“This makes an ass of foe 
rules,” he said. 

Alan Beith, of the opposi- 
tion centrist Liberal Demo- 
crats, said: “The idea of tabl- 
ing questions in parliament 
for a financial return seems 
wrong. Any such transaction 
should appear in the register 
of members' interests.” 

More than 50,000 written 
questions are tabled in parlia- 
ment every year. 


Prisoners’ surrender ends 
bloody Brazil jailbreak 


SAO PAULO (R) — Two 
fugitive prisoners holding 
three women hostages in a 
Brazilian hotel surrendered 
Saturday, ending a jail rebel- 
lion and breakout in which a 
police man and at least three 
prisoners were killed, police 
said. 

The two ringleaders had 
taken refuge in a~ luxury hotel 
in foe southern city of Porto 
Alegre after leading a group 
of about 10 prisoners in a 
dramatic escape with hos- 
tages from the city's central 
prison late Friday. 

“They gave themselves up 
and are being escorted' back to 
prison a police spokes- 
woman told Reuters from 
Porto Alegre. “The hostages 
were freed unharmed.” 

The surrender of the two 
last convicts, Dilonei Melara, 
35. and Fernando Dias, 21, 
ended a night of gunbattles in 
the streets of Porto Alegre 
between police and the fugi- 


tives. 

The prisoners, armed with 
revolvers, had broken out of 
foe prison with at least nine 
hostages, most of them staff 
from the prison hospital. 

Final casualty figures re- 
mained confused. The police 
spokeswoman said one police 
inspector and three inmates 
were foot dead in a series of 
gunfights Friday night. 

The prison rebellion and 
escape in foe city, capital of 
Brazil's most southern state 
of Rio Grande Do Sul, was 
one of the bloodiest in recent 
years. 

After initially seizing 24 
staff in the prison hospital 
Thursday afternoon, the fugi- 
tive inmates bad driven out of 
foe central prison late Friday, 
holding nine of the hostages 
at gunpoint in three cars they 
had obtained from foe local 
authorities as part of their 
demands. 



Japanese astronaut Chtaki Mnkai (right) 
reaches for a storage locker as fellow astronaut 


Rick Heib works on an experiment (AFP 
photo) 


Shuttle’s aquatic studies bear fruit 


•CAPE CANAVERAL, Flor- 
ida (AFP) — Newts and fish 
quickly complied with 
NASA’s scientific plans, giv- 
ing scientists aboard the 
space shuttle Columbia new 
subjects to study Saturday. 

Less than a day into the 
shuttle’s two- week laboratory 
mission, five newly laid eggs 
were spotted by Japan’s first 
woman to travel in space, 
Chialti Mukai. 

“Thank you for your good 
work," the president of foe 
Japanese Space Agency 
(NASDA), Masato Yamano, 
told Ms. Makai through the 
mission operations facility in 
Huntsville, Alabama. **I 
hope your work will continue 
to go smoothly.” 

“We're very happy,” said 
Japanese project scientist 
Shunji Nagaoka. 

The aquatic studies should 
help scientists gain more in- 
formation about gravity's 
effects on foe animals' life 
cycles, and may shed light on 
some aspects of human de- 
velopment. 

The shuttle roared into 


space Friday as scheduled at 
12:43 p.m. (1643 GMT) for a 
mission due to last 13 days, 
17 hours and 56 minutes — 
one of the NASA's longest 
missions. Columbia's 17th 
flight marks the 63rd shuttle' 
mission for the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA). 

It is to include microgravity 
experiments, taking advan- 
tage of the nearly gravity-free 
conditions in orbit, with the 
second International Microg- 
ravity Laboratory (IMLr2) in 
its cargo bay. Tbirreen of foe 
19 experiment facilities had 
been activated as of late 
Saturday, mission control re- 
ported. 

The laboratory will play 
host to 80 experiments sent 
up by 15 countries and six 
space agencies, among them 
NASA, the Japanese NAS- 
DA. Europe's ESA, the 
French CNRS, foe German 
DARA and Canada's CSA. 

Thousands of specimens 
including goldfish, flies, jelly- 
fish, toad eggs and baby sea 
urchins were loaded onto the 


shuttle for scientists to 
observe foe subjects in va- 
rious stages of their life cy- 
cles,. including reproduction 
and growth. 

Also of great interest is 
their sense of direction — a 
problem for past space- 
travelling fish. 

NASA mission scientist 
Robert Shyder said the craft’s 
work was going full-steam 
ahead, except for a Japanese 
experiment on radiation 
monitoring, which hit a snag 
due to a poor data com- 
munications link. A repair 
plan was in the works Satur- 
day. 

Other than Japanese mis- 
sion specialist Naito-Mukai. 
Columbia's crew includes 
Commander Robert Cabana, 
pilot James Halsell, and four 
other mission specialists — 
Richard Hieb, Carl Walz, 
Leroy Chiao and Donald 
Thomas. 

Halsell, acting as pilot and 
plumber, tended to toilet 
trouble Saturday, fixing a 
temporarily stalled solid 
waste compactor. 


Punjab governor, 12 others die in crash 


CHANDIGARH, India 
(AP) — The governor of foe 
northern Indian state of Pun- 
jab and 12 other people were 
killed in a plane crash Satur- 
day near the Himalayan re- 
sort town of Kulu, the state 
government said. 

There were no survivors on 
the 14-seat Beechcraft car- 
rying Governor Surendra 
Nath, 64. nine members of 
his family and three crew- 
men. 


It crashed minutes before it 
was to land after a 40-minute 
flight from Chandigarh, Pun- 
jab's state capital. 

The cause of foe crash was 
not immediately known, but 
an aide to foe governor said 
there was fog in foe area, and 
there was no evidence to 
indicate sabotage. 

Residents told local photo- 
graphers there was a big bang 
as the aircraft hit trees in the 


mountainous area and broke 
into two parts. The photo- 
graphers found the split parts 
lying about one kilometre 
apart. The bodies were most- 
ly burnt with beads and limbs 
severed. 

The Press Trust of India 
news agency said all the 
bodies were recovered from 
the aircraft wreckage and 
were being taken to the state 
capital, Chandigarh. 


S. Africa’s AIDS baby clinic 
forced to turn children away 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The only clinic in South Afri- 
ca’s biggest township set up 
to care for AIDS-infected 
babies is turning children 
away because it cannot cope 
with the numbers of children 
abandoned by HIV-positive 
mothers. 

The Salvation Army says 
its Befoesda “Mercy Clinic’' 
in sprawling Soweto, current- 
ly caring for 32 AIDS babies, 
was unable to cope with the 
numbers of children aban- 
doned by HIV-positive 
mothers and had already 
turned away 10. 

“We have had to turn away 
10 babies,” said Salvation 
Army Captain Lina Jwili. 

"Six have been placed on 
Zakhe (place of safety) in 
Umlazi. foe others are either 
in Coronation, Johannesburg 
General or Baragwanath 
Hospital,” Capt. Jwili told 
Reuters. 

She said some HIV- 


positive women were thrown 
out of their family homes and 
later abandoned their babies. 

“Some mothers find them- 
selves on foe streets when 
their families chuck them out 
after hearing they've got 
AIDS in their bodies," foe 
said. 

She said a small home to 
care for six HIV-poisitve 
mothers and their babies had 
been built on foe same plot as 
Betbesda but there . wasn't 
enough money to furnish it. 

Once opened, foe home 
will care for and counsel the 
women until their families 
have been “tackled to take 
the women back,” Capt. Jwili 
said. 

Betbesda has just received 
a government grant of slight- 
ly more than 3.000 rand a 
month, something they have 
been waiting for since they 
first opened last August. 

The Salvation Army's 
media spokeswoman Denise 


Baisley said 'foe grant would 
contribute to the “general 
running of the (first) home, 
including food, medicine and 
the upkeep of foe premises,” 
but met only half of the 
amount needed. 

“The home's expenditure 
is 6.500 rand — 541 rand per 
child, per month but foe 
grant only pays for 259 rand 
per child.” 

She said foe rest would 
have to come from public 
donations. 

The Salvation Army needs 
donations for another plan- 
ned home for HIV-infected 
babies as they expect to have 
to accommodate up to 30 
more abandoned HIV- 
positive babies by December. 

She said foe home would 
cost about 250,000 rand — a 
sum the Salvation Army 
hoped to raise through a 
national fundraising cam- 
paign launched three months 
ago. 


Jupiter to be smashed with 21 -slug barrage from outer space 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Like mountain-sized slugs 
from a celestial machine gun. 
fragments of a shattered com- 
et will ratta-tat-tai into Jupi- 
ter starting next Saturday. It 
could be the show of a life- 
time — or a dud. 

Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 
is a string of space rock or ice 
speeding in line toward Jupi- 
ter at about 130,000 miles 
(209,000 kilometres) per 
hour. The largest fragment is 
almost two 'milies in dia- 
meter. 

When they hit. the Comet 
shards will explodes with the 
force of about 200.000 mega- 
tons of TNT. Each is ex- 
pected to trigger a fireball 
more than 1,500 miles (2,400 
kilometres) across and rising 
up more than 600 miles (960 
kilometres) above the Jovian 
Gouds. 

“That’s many times larger 
than any nuclear bomb ever 
exploded on Earth.” said 
Lucy McFadden of the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, one of 
an army of astronomers who 
will watch the show. 

Unfortunately, most of the 
fireworks will be shielded 
from direct view by tele- 


scopes on Earth. The impacts 
will occur just beyond Jupi- 
ter's western horizon, as 
viewed from Earth. 

Even so.just about every 
major telescope on Earth, 
along with an array of instru- 
ments in space, will be aimed 
at Jupiter on July 16 for what 
most astronomers believe will 
be the most spectacular space 
collision they'll ever witness. 

“This is the first time in 
history we’ve been able to 
predict a major impact and 
then prepare to observe it 
scientifically,” said Gene 
Shoemaker, a U.S. Geologic- 
al Survey scientist who is 
co-discoverer of the comet. 
“We’re seeing an event that 
happens once in a millen- 
nium. There is about one 
chance in 10,000 that we 
would find something that 
would hit during a time 
period of a century or so. 

‘Tve dreamed my whole 
life of an impact on the 
moon.” he said. “It never 
occurred to me that 1 would 
have an opportunity to see an 
impact on Jupiter.” 

Mr. Shoemaker, his wife 
Carolyn and David H. Levy 
discovered the comet on 


March 24. 1993 while con- 
ducting their monthly photo 
scan of the heavens from an 
outdated telescope on Palo- 
mar Mountain, California. 

"We still do it foe old 
fashioned way,” said Mr. 
Shoemaker. “We’re right out 
in the open (observation) 
dome, guiding foe telescope 
by hand.” 

The team has conducted 
sky searches for years and 
made previous comet dis- 
coveries. 

Mr. Shoemaker said they 
found this one on a night 
when the weather was mar- 
ginal and when the photo film 
was thought to be of poor 
quality because of on expo- 
sure accident. They took foe 
pictures and hoped. 

The comet was first sighted 
by Carloyn Shoemaker, who 
was analysing the film with a 
flicker-device that picks up 
celestial movement. What 
she saw appeared to be an 
elongated point of light. 

“It was clearly the 
strangest object we had ever 
seen,” said Mr. Shoemaker. 
“Carolyn called it ‘a 
squashed comet’ when she 
first looked at it. Carolyn 


never had any doubt. She was 
sure it was a comet.” 

Soon, some of the most 
sophisticated astronomy in- 
struments in the. world, in- 
cluding the orbiting Hubble 
space telescope, were' fo- 
cused on the “squashed com- 
et.” 

By May, the Hubble .and 
other instruments -had con- 
firmed that Shomeaker-Levy 
9 was actually 21 pieces, 
streaking alone in a game of 
follow-foe-leader. 

Backtracking the orbit, ex- 
perts determined that the 
comet apparently passed near 
Jupiter in July. 1992 and was 
shattered by powerful gravi- 
tational forces of the giant 
planet. The pieces lined up 
like freight cars and then 
swung far back into space, as 
if taking a running start co- 
ward a dive to oblivion. 

Now they are bearing 
down on Jupiter at a speed of 
more than 37 miles per- 
second. 

The first rock hits the up- 
per clouds of Jupiter at 1954 
GMT Saturday, pieces keep 
flying in at irregular intervals 
for the next five days, with 
the last one bitting at about 


Just what will be visible 
from Earth — 480 million 
miles f 77 2 million 
kilometres; from the action 
— is an open question. Some 
astronomers say the whole 
thine could be a dud, produc- 
ing Tittle effect. 

Jupiter, the largest planet 
in the solar system, has a 
diameter 11 bmes that of 
Earth, but the giant globe is 
mostly hydrogen and helium. 
Objects falling into Jupiter 
could just disappear. 

The speed and mass of 
Shoemaker-Levy 9 is ex- 
pected to create explosions 
that send waves of light- 
bouncing off of Jupiter’s 
moons that will be visible by 
telescope from Earth. The 
fireballs are expected to be as 
red and as bright for about 45 
seconds as the sunlight re- 
flected from Jupiter. 

But the experts admit that 
they don’t know for sure 
what will happen when the 
shards of Shoemaker-Levy 9 
meet up with Jupiter. 

“The worst case would be 
if they all just disappear and 
there is no effect.” said Mr. 
Shoemaker. 



Parents abandon * 
children, head 
for casino 

MELBOURNE (R) — . So 
enthralled by a new casino in 
their midst were some Mel- 
bourne parents that they 
abandoned their cbSdreo this 
weekend. Police said four in- 
cidents occurred in which par 
rents left a total of 10 chil- 
dren locked in parked cars or 
wandering around die casino 
foyer before police or secur- 
ity staff collected them. 
Police found one three-year- 
old boy who, waking to find 
himself alone and locked is 
the dark car, had become so 
distressed be had remitted on 
himself. Gambling has been 
severely restricted in the state 
of Victoria until last month 
when, following the long- 
standing policy of other 
states, Victoria allowed a 
single casino to open in the 
centre of its capital, Mel- 
bourne. Residents used to 
travel interstate merely to use 
dot machines. Police said the 
Victorian Community Ser- 
vices Department was con- 
sidering whether to charge 
foe parents, because of the 
danger of leaving children 
alone in the city at night 

Woman divorces 
serial killer • 

YORK, England (AP) — 
The wife of a serial killer 
known as dm “Yorkshire zip- 
per” has divorced him. Soma 
Sutcliffe was divorced from 
mass murderer Peter Sutdiffe 
in April, but details have just • 
emerged in the Yorkshire 
Post newspaper. Peter Sutc- 
liffe, a track driver, was : 
jailed for life in 1981 after ? 
being convicted in the mur- 
ders of 13 women and seven. 
attempted murders in a five- • 
year terror spree. The Sutdif- ; 
fes were married on Aug. 10, ? 
1974, just months before the f 
kSfings began in Yorkshire, * 
England’s largest county \o-i 
cated about 180 miles (300 j 
kilometres) north of London, 

Mr. Sutcliffe’s ex-wife has! 
now reverted to her maiden 
name, Szurma, according to; 
the Press Association news-; 
agency. Press Association^ 
said that the pair had been^ 
separated for five years. Af- ? 
ter Mr. Sutcliffe was con- 'h 
victed he urged his wife to j 
make a new start but she - 
pledged to remain faithful fin- ; 
at least 10 years and has been \ 
a regular visitor to him, the \ 
news agency said. 

Greece to place 
anti-Jellyflsh nets 

ATHENS (AFP) — Greek 
authorities are planning to 
throw anti-jellyfish nets 
across the Gulf oif Saronikos 
to stop an invasion by mil- 
lions of jellyfish badly burn- 
ing bathers, the minister for 
tourism said. Dyonisis Uva- 
nos told Greece's Mega Tele- 
vision Network that the op- 
eration would be extremely 
costly. The jellyfish, a small 
mauve variety known as 
“Peiada Noctuma”, have 
been flooding into foe gulf 
for the past few days. 

9 injured In 
third bull run 
in Pamplona 

PAMPLONA, Spain (AP) — 

The score: bulls 9, humans 0. 
Nine men were slightly in- 
jured Saturday dashing 
through foe narrow streets of 
Pamplona with a herd of 
fighting bulls during this 
annual festival made famous 
by American novelist Ernest 
Hemingway. Eight of the in- 
jured were Spaniards, (me 
was a Briton. So far this year, 
twenty-one people have been 
treated at hospitals for in- 
juries during runs in die San 
Fennin Festival. Saturday’s 
run was the thud of eight *- 
during the nine-day festival 
of drinking and machismo in 
this northern Spanish city. In 
the morning ntuaj, runners 
who have usually been up all 
night dancing and drinking 
take off in a mad scramble 
ahead of the herd of bulls 
along an 825-metre run from 
a corral to the city’s bullring. ■ 

Police net 200,000 
‘depraved’ photos 
smuggled Into Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
security services seized 
200,000 “depraved" photo- 
graphs smuggled into foe 
country on camel-back, foe 4 
Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) reported. The pfo. 
tores of Iranian and interna- 
tional singers and artists were 
sneaked over foe border from S 

Pakistan on foe backs of ff 
three dromedary camels, S 
IRNA said. One person was i* 
arrested in the bust, in foe i# 
southeastern city of Mir- 1§ 
Javeh on foe Iran-Pakistan ,: * 
border. Hie haul also in- 
ducted 1,580 keyrings bearins 
“depraved signs.” 
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Re si dents of the southwestern Rwandan town *^*ized the town at the «una time as the en pimi 
of Betare await developments in the Hnye^O’jgalL The RPF now controh over two-thirds 
"Soccer Sta d i um , where they have been herded of Rwanda and is moving westward toward the 
by the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), which French safety zone (AFP photo) 

Endara meets U.S. officials, declines 
to alter position on Haitian refugees 


PANAMA CITY, Panama 
(Agencies) — President Guil- 
lermo Endara and U.S. offi- 
cials apparently smoothed 
over sore feelings Saturday 
after Mr. Endara earlier in 
the week revoked an offer to 
accept up to 10,000 Haitian 
refugees. 

But Mr. .Endara said he 
would stand by his withdraw- 
al of the offer. 

“I am extremely pleased 
that the government of the 
United States has sent emis- 
saries here specifically to 
make amends for the actions 
of their representatives,” Mr. 
Endar a told reporters after 
the meeting. 

In attendance were Clinton 
administration emmisaries 
Sol Linowitz and Michael 
Kozakand, along with U.S. 
embassy officials based in 
Panama. 

Mr. linowitz said the two 
sides talked about improving 
relations between their coun- 
tries and leaving behind mis- 
understandings that emerged 
daring talks about where the 
Haitians would be housed. 

P anam a announced Mon- 
day it would accept up to 
10,000 Haitians fleeing their 
army-dominated country in 
rickety ships, provided the 
United Nations, oversaw the 
’operation and Haitians were 
not housed on U.S. bases 
here. 

Mr. Endara said he 
changed his mind Thursday 
because U.S. officials wanted 
to build temporary housing 
on a military base and to 
work directly with Panama 
instead of through the United 
Nations. - - • 

“I felt mocked and intimi- 
dated,” Mr. Endara said in a 
telephone interview .with 


Teiemundo Television News 
Thursday. “I negotiated with 
them till midnight, and they 
mistreated me. They treated 
me as if this were a banana 
republic.” 

Accepting the modified 
U.S. proposal would be “un- 
patriotic and submissive," 
said Mr. Endara. who took 
office after a U.S. invasion of 
Panama toppled Gen. Manu- 
el Noriega. 

In Italy, where President 
Bill Clinton is attending an 
economic summit, an Amer- 
ican official denied U.S. offi-_ 
ciais were rude to Mr. En- 
dara. 

Mr. Endara said any future 
decision on the matter can 
now only be made after con- 
sulting with the Panamanian 
people and with the parti- 
cipation of President-Elect 
Ernesto Perez Balladares, 
who takes office on Sept. 1. 

Panama’s original agree- 
ment to accept the refugees 
was widely criticised at home, 
and U-S. officials blamed 
domestic opposition for Mr. 
Endara’s derision. 

U.S. Haitian policy suf- 
fered another setback this 
week when the United States 
was able to get agreement 
from other nations to provide 
•only 2,000 to 3,000 troops 
and civilians for a peacekeep- 
ing force in Haiti if military 
rulers there left power, the 
New York Times reported 
Saturday. 

A force that once was en- 
visioned at 12,000 to 14,000 
strong has been scaled back 
by planners to 9,000 to 
12,000, with the United 
States counting on other 
countries to provide at least 
half of the total, the news- 


paper said. 

The Haitian refugee flow 
continued unabated Friday as 
the administration grappled 
with where to put the boat 
people until a solution to the 
country’s political crisis is 
found. 

U.S. officials travelled to 
the Caribbean to work out % 
safe haven specifics with Gre-' 
nada, Antigua and 'Domini- 
ca, and to hold talks with at 
least two other potential safe 
haven countries. 

Mr. Clinton, in Naples, 
Italy, for the economic sum- 
mit of the world’s richest 
industrial countries, was 
asked three times at a news 
conference Friday whether 
the refugee problem had in- 
creased die possibility of a 
U.S. move to drive Haiti’s 
rulers from power. Each 
time, he pointedly declined 
to rule out a military option. 

As he spoke, four U.S. 
warships carrying 2.000 
Marines were steaming to 
Haiti to join eight other 
American ships enforcing a 
U.S. trade embargo on Haiti. 

Mr. Clinton said the Un- 
ited States has a “clear and 
significant” interest in pro- 
tecting human rights and 
democracy in the Caribbean 
country. 

When it was suggested that 
he seemed to be laying out a 
rationale for invasion, he re- 
plied: “I think the conduct of 
the military leaders will have 
more than anything else to 
do' with what options are 
considered (and) when. And 
their conduct has. not been 
good.” 

The military ousted demo- 
cratically elected President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide near- 
ly three years ago. 


Yeltsin gets warm welcome in Naples 


NAPLES, Italy (R) — Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni went out of his way 
Sunday to welcome Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin to the 
Group of Seven industrial- 
ised nations’ annual political 
talks. 

“A historic event took 
place at this morning’s ses- 
.sion,” he said in introducing 
the summit’s final statement. 

“For the first rime in 20 
years, a new member has 
joined us — President Yelt- 
sin, whose presence here has 
a significance we regard as 
extraordinary." 

Russia's status vis-a-vis the 
G-7 is a sensitive issue. The 
Western powers have made 
clear that Russia's weak eco- 
nomy disqualifies it from full 


membership — hence Mr. 
Yeltsin did not attend the 
group's economic debate on 
the first day of the summit. 

But it has become custom- 
ary to invite the Russian lead- 
er to attend the second, poli- 
tical, day of talks. U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said this 
year Mr. Yeltsin was attend- 
ing for the first time as a full 
participant rather than a 
guest. 

Mr. Yeltsin, mindful of 
nationalist sensitivities in the 
former superpower he leads, 
has stress^ repeatedly that 
Russia is present as an equal, 
not a supplicant. _ 

Arriving in Naples Satur- 
day, he played it cool, saying 
Russia was in no hurry to 
become full member of the 


group and would wait until 
this happened naturally. 

Mr. Berlusconi also de- 
parted from the prepared text 
of the statement to say that in 
discussing matters affecting 
Russia during the talks, there 
had been full agreement on 
all points. 

He said Mr. Yeltsin and 
the other leaders had agreed 
to cooperate on tackling in- 
ternational crime, money 
laundering and nuclear safe- 
ty- 

“If we look to the future, 
the possibility of dose coop- 
eration with a great country 
like Russia diminishes the 
risk of crisis and increase the 
chances of maintaining peace 
and stability," Mr. Berlusco- 
ni said. 
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Bangladesh Islamic fundamentalists 
criticise government over Nasrin 

DHAKA (R) — Islamic fun- 
damentalists calling for the 
execution of feminist writer 
Taslima Nasrin for alleged 
blasphemy Sunday accused 
the government of backing 
anti-Islamic groups in the 
country. 

.. "We have noticed with 
deep anger and indignation 
: thai the government is tacitly 
giving support to anti-I&tamic 
clioues, to anti-state activists 
ana renegades/' the Jamat-e- 
Islami Party said in a memor- 
andum handed to the Interior 
Ministry. 

"We regret to further say 
that this government ha’s 
failed to represent the 
world’s second largest Mus- 
lim nation (Bangladesh),” it 

said: 

It described Ms. Nasrin as 
the ring-leader of a clique 
seeking to insult Islam and 
spread hatred against Islamic 
believers. 

“They are involved in 
heinous attempts to assassin- 
ate the characters of highly 
revered Islamic leaders and 
do not deserve to be ex- 


country’s largest religion- 
based political party, which 
called on the government to 
enact a blasphemy law. 

Ms. Nasrin, a physician- 
turned-writer in her early 
30s. sparked Muslim fury af- 
ter she was quoted in India’s 
Statesman newspaper as 
saying Islam's holy book, the 
Koran, should be “revised 
thoroughly." 

Ms. Nasrin has said she 
was misquoted. She is now in 
hiding after the government 
ordered her arrest and’ Isla- 
mic militants issued death 
threats. 

Jamaaf said in its memor- 
andum that Ms. Nasrin has 
made other objectionable re- 
marks against Islam, includ- 
ing saying there were mis- 
takes in the Koran and calling 
Allah a liar, the memoran- 
dum said. 

The more militant Islam 
Morcha. which called for a 
massive protest march to 
Dhaka on July 29. said Ms. 
Nasrin should be executed 
for attacking Islam. 

In a separate development, 
retired Major-General Safiul- 


staff in independent Bang- 
ladesh, entered politics Sun- 
day by enrolling himself in 
the main opposition party, 
the Awami League. 

“Today we are living in a 
state of political uncertainty 
which is similar to conditions 
in 1971,” said the general, 
who received a national gal- 
lantly award as a sector com- 
mander in the 1971 War of 
Independence against Pakis- 
tan. 

“1 have decided to join 
politics to help implement the 
dreams and spirits of the in- 
dependence," he said. 

Awami League chief 
Sheikh Hasina welcomed 
Safiuilah to her party, saying 
he was one of the most bril- 
liant army officers the coun- 
try had ever produced. 

— Political analysts said 
Safiuilah's joining would 
boost the prestige of the 
Awami League after veterans 
such as former Foreign 
Minister Dr. Kama! Hossain 
and youth leader Mustafa 
Mohsin Montu deserted the 
party last year over differ- 


Rwandan refugees return home to Kigali 


KIGALI (R) — Thousands 
of Rwandan refugees, car- 
rying meagre belongings on 
their heads and poshing 
rickety wheelbarrows, re- 
turned to their homes in an 
eerily-quiet capital Kigali 
Sunday. 

Columns of Hutus and Tut- 
sis left a handful of camps the 
Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RPF) moved them to Mon- 
day after it captured the city 
and wound their way through 
streets still reeking of death. 

Lieutenant Tony Ku rumba 
told Reuters Sunday: “We 
have been moving the people 
for their own security. Kigali 
is now secure so the people 
can go home but elsewhere 
there is still danger." 

The RPF told residents, 
many of whom survived three 
months of massacres by hid- 
ing in attics and basements, 
to move to the camps while 
its forces flushed out any 
remaining pockets of resist- 
ance and defused booby- 
trapped buildings and land- 
mines. 

But much of the sprawling 
central African city remained 
deserted after thousands 
from a population which 
once-numbered 330,000 fled 
westwards with retreating 
government army troops. 

Aid workers and U.N. offi- 
cials say they believe less 
than 50.000 stayed behind 
following weeks of vicious 
propaganda on state radio 
warning residents the RPF 
would slaughter them. 

Regine Umurungi, RPF 
supervisor at the Coliege 
Saint -Andre religious com- 
plex. told Reuters: “The 
town is now safe and people 
will be better off m their own 
homes.” 

“We have decided to move 
people because of fears of 


dysentery," she added, as 
groups of impoverished and 
tired refugees walked past. 

There were few scenes of 
rejoicing among people 
traumatised by weeks of kill- 
ing by extremist Hutu militias 
in revenge for the April 6 
slaying of Hutu President 
JuvenaJ Habyarimana. 

In one typical scene, a 
young woman walked 
aimlessly around in circles 
trying to listen to a broken 
child's toy she believed was a 
radio. 

"There are so many like 
that," remarked one U.N. 
officer, shaking his head in 
disbelief. 

Aid agencies working in 
Kigali welcomed the derision 
to send people home. 

Dr. James Orbinski of the 
international aid organisation 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF) medical relief team 
told Reuters: “Things are 
getting better, but there is 
still a lot of work to be done 
over the next three months." 

Aid workers fear disease 
and famine could now break 
out across the small, land- 
locked country where an esti- 
mated 500,000 people have 
been killed and over two 
million displaced. 

“The crop has not been 
planted so food relief will be 
necessary to bridge that 
gap,” Mr. Orbinski said. 

Throughout Rwanda, once 
the most densely-populated 
country in Africa, fields, hills 
and villages have been de- 
serted by the largely Hutu 
peasants’ who eked out a 
livelihood from the fertile 
soil. 

A good harvest of maize, 
sorghum and coffee — the 
country's only cash crop — 
rotted on the stalk as they 
fled the civil war and the 


advance of the mainly Tutsi 
RPF. 

On Saturday, not one far- 
mer was seen working in the 
fields on a drive across the 
country from Katuna on the 
Ugandan border to Kanyaro 
Haut in Burundi. 

The only people were 
groups of displaced walking 
dong the road. Some said 
they were returning to their 
homes after hiding for up to 
three months from the mili- 
tias. 

Phillipe Gaillard, the 
recently-departed chief dele- 
rate of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) for Rwanda, esti- 
mated that 2.5 million had 
been displaced and most of 
that number were in the 
southwest of the country. 

Those millons, many of 
whom the ICRC say have 
been on the road for up to 
three months, were beyond 
the reach of aid agencies Sun- 
day despite having crossed 
into the French-protected 
safe zones. 

French Colonel Didier 
Borelli told reporters at a 
French base in the eastern 
Zairean town of .Goma: “A 
human catastrophe is on the 
way. Refugees are fleeing in 
all directions and we’re run- 
ning into new refugee 
camps.” 

The refugees were con- 
verging on Rwanda’s borders 
with neighbouring Burundi 
and Zaire. Col. Gaillard said 
their presence could destabil- 
ise the whole area. 

"Anything is possible." 
Col. Gaillard said. “It’s not 
only Rwanda. Maybe the re- 
gion itself could go on fire." 

Over 100 Hutus who fled 
into Burundi where killed last 
month, reportedly by Tutsi 
militiamen who are becoming 


increasingly belligerent as the 
RPF march towards a final 
victory. 

Burundi, which shares the 
same ethnic make-up ss 
Rwanda, erupted into tribal 
violence last November after 
Tutsi troops assassinated 
Melchior Mvadidye, the first 
Hutu president of the coun- 
try. Over 100,000 were be- 
lieved tri have been killed. 

Five times that number 


have died in Rwanda’s con- 
flict. mostly Tutsis. Fearing 
revenge, the majority Hutu 
tribe have fled the RPF adv- 
ance. 

Although the Rwandan re- 
bels have” taken most of the 
country and driven the gov- 
ernment into an ever shrink- 
ing corner. "The people are 
still wiih us.” Pnme Minister 
Jean Kambanda claimed 
Saturday. 



A Hutu chfld sits on the roed linking the Rwandan capital 
Kigali to the town of Gitarama, 40 kilometres west. The 
chil d was abandoned as Hutu civilians were fleeing the 
advancing of Tutsi minority rebels of the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front, which seized the capital and now controls the road 
between the two cities (AFP photo) 


Graham 
Greene 
was U.K.’s 
man in 
Havana 
— writer . 

LONDON (R) — Novelist 
Graham Greene used his 
literary fame and access to 
communist leaders to spy for 
Britain's M16 secret service 
for four decades, his biog- 
rapher said Saturday. 

Professor Michael Shelden 
said his forthcoming book on 
Greene, who died three years 
ago aged 86. was based on 
information from British gov- 
ernment officials “familiar 
with the subject" as well as 
evidence from the cloak-and- 
dagger world. 

It has always been known 
that Greene joined MI6 early 
in World War TI and served 
in the counter-espionage 
unit, as a station officer in 
West Africa and under dou- 
ble agent Kim Philby. and 
that he resigned in 1944. 

Shelden, an author and 
professor at Indiana Uni- 
versity in the United States, 
said the cabinet office in Lon- 
don had confirmed to him 
that Greene served MI6 on 
an ad hog-basis until the late 
1970s and was on its list of 
freelance contacts until rhe 
early 1980s. 

“He was useful because he 
was so famous-hc could go 
just about'anywhere and see 
whatever he wanted to see,” 
Sheldon told BBC Radio, 
adding: “But he was just a 
dilettante." 

“I think certainly ‘Our man 
in Havana’ makes you sus- 
pect that Greene knows a lot 
more about espionage than 
he is letting on," Shelden said 
of the novel about a vacuum 
cleaner salesman who sup- 
plies bogus intelligence on 
Cuba. 

“In The Quiet American 
you get that sense and finally 
in the 1970s in The Human 
Factor where he writes so 
perceptively about the 
espionage world.” 

Greene had an insatiable 
obsession with travel and was 
forever on the road after 
World War II. and when air 
travel was unaffordable for 
most people he visited 
Saigon, Hanoi. Warsaw. 
Moscow, Havana, East Ber- 
lin. Bucharest and Belgrade. 

Officials told Shelden that 
in exchange for expenses 
Greene gave help routinely 
to M16, most notably from 
Vietnam. Poland, China and 
Russia. 

Greene was never an im- 
portant figure in the world of 
espionage and most of his 
assistance was providing a 
novelist’s insights into places 
where ordinary agents would 
be noticeable. 

“Itwas almost comic in 
many respects,” Shelden said 
of Greene's rofe._“_He wasn't, 
a very good agent "for one’ 


Court expected to approve German military role 


BONN (R) — German lead- 
ers expect the Supreme Court 
to give Bonn a green tight 
Tuesday for a world military 
role with the U.N., casting 
aside the code of military 
restraint the country adopted 
after World War II. 

Politicians and government 
officials said they expected 
the Supreme Court to back 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
push for united Germany to 
join international peacekeep- 
ing and combat missions 
under a United Nations man- 
date. 

The court must rule on a 
complaint by the opposition 
Social Democrats (SPD) 
against the use of German 
troops in NATO's monitor- 


ing of U.N. sanctions and the 
no-fly zone in former Yugos- 
lavia, and peacekeeping — 
since abandoned — in Soma- 
lia. 

The SPD argued that the 
1949 constitution, drawn up 
in reaction to the horrors of 
Nazi militarism, explicitly 
forbids the use of German 
troops except in the defence 
of Germany or its NATO 
alliance partners. 

“ After July i2th, eveything 
will be theoretically possi- 
ble," said one government 
expert who declined to be 
named. 

“We will have the freedom 
the government wanted to act 
within the NATO alliance 


and with the United Na- 
tions." he said. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel and Defence Minister 
Voiker Ruene told the panel 
of judges in testimony in 
April that Germany’s allies 
were relying on it to make 
troops available for interna- 
tional missions. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros-Ghali has urged Ger- 
many to make troops avail- 
able’ for a permanent stand- 
by force for U.N. peacekeep- 
ing missions. 

However, officials said 
they did not expect Germany 
to rush into any peacekeep- 
ing role soon for the simple 
reason that no new efforts by 


the U.N. are planned at the 
moment. 

They were sceptical of sug- 
gestions that Paris might ask 
Bonn lo join its deployment 
in Rwanda, where French 
troops have set up a safe zone 
for refugees. 

“Even if there were no 
more legal problems with 
going to Rwanda, there could 
be a~ materia! problem." one 
official said, noting German 
troops were not equipped for 
a tropical climate. 

“And there is the question 
of whether it would serve 
German interests. We will 
always have to decide 
whether German interests 
are at stake," the official 
added. 


Mountbatten killer released for Ulster talks 


LONDON (AFP) — An IRA 
member sentenced to life im- 
prisonment for the 1979 
assassination of Lord Mount- 
batten, Queen Elizabeth II’s 
cousin, was “secretly re- 
leased” in late March to take 
pan in peace talks on Ulster. 
The Mail On Sunday re- 
ported. 

Quoting Secret Service 
sources. The Mail On Sunday 
said Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) member Thomas Mac- 
Mahon was “smuggled out of 
jail at 6 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 31" for five days. 
March 31 was the eve of the 
IRA’s 72-hour Easter cease- 
fire.” 

He then "attended rwo sec- 
ret meetings... with Sinn Fein 
(the IRA’s political wing) 
leaders, members of the IRA 
Army Council, terrorists 
from the South Armagh Bri- 
gade and other prisoners,” 
the paper continued. 

Two loyalist Ulster Union- 


ist. MPs expressed their in- 
dignation at the revelations. 

William Ross, MP for Lon- 
donderry East and consi- 
dered a moderate, said that, 
"given the behaviour of the 
government of the Irish Re- 
public and given the willing- 
ness of our own government 
to go along with the IRA 
propaganda, I suppose any- 
thing is possible. 

“But the idea that a man 
who killed Lord Mountbat- 
ten, or murdered anybody 
else, is being let out is enough 
to turn the guts of any decent 
body." 

“This only the tip of a very 
large iceberg of skulldug- 
gery,” he continued. “What 
have they promised the 
IRA?” 

The Reverend Martin 
Smyth. Ulster Unionist MP 
for Belfast South, described 
the news as “par for the 
course in so far as prisoners 
were consulted before the 


Downing Street declaration." 
which provides for republicans 
joining the peace process if 
the IRA and Sim Fein re- 
nounce violence. 

“The governments in Lon- 
don and Dublin have been 
trying to placate the prisoners 
and the men of terror. 

"The IRA continue to 
string two governments along 
and have created the 
mayhem that is continuing in 
Northern Ireland." he added. 

Mr MacMahon was given 
his life sentence for planting a 
bomb on the boat of Lord 
Mountbatten. the last viceroy 
of India as he cruised off the 
Irish coast. The blast also 
killed his grandson and rwo 
other people. 

A Protestant workman 
seriously injured in an attack 
by loyalist paramilitaries on 
June 17 here died Sunday in 
hospital, police said. 

The death of William Cor- 


rigan brought to 45 the total 
number of victims of secta- 
rian violence in Nonhem Ire- 
land since the beginning of 
1994. 

The dead man was one of 
six Protest ants taking their 
lunch-break on their building 
site when members of the 
outlawed paramilitary group 
the Ulster Volunteer Force 
(UVF) — which draws its 
strength from the province’s 
Protestant community — 
opened fire on them. 

The arrack, in which one of 
the workmen was killed out- 
right. was apparently carried 
out by mistake. 

On June In. two Protes- 
tants had been killed and two 
others seriously hurt in the 
Shankhiii Road area of the 
city by the Irish National 
Liberation Army, a dissident 
offshoot ot IRA. 

One of those hurt, a senior 
UVF official, died Saturday 
of his wounds. 


Kravchuk promises reforms in Ukraine election 


KIEV (R) — Ukrainians 
voted in the final round of a 
presidential election Sunday 
and were told by incumbent 
Leonid Kravchuk that a vote 
for him meant support for 
“coherent but fair reforms" 
and good relations with Rus- 
sia. 

But he said he would not 
stand for a relationship in 
which Moscow would “con- 
stantly try to bring us to our 
knees.” 

His opponent, former 
Prime Minister Leonid Kuch- 
ma, pledged to cut taxes and 
“restore order". Mr. Kuch- 
ma, who backs economic un- 
ion with Russia, said he 
would go into opposition if 
voters rejected his bid to 
unseat the man he says plun- 
dered Ukraine’s economy. 

Mr. Kravchuk held a 
seven-point lead oveg Mr. 
Kuchma in the first round of 
the election last month, but 
the two men were neck-and- 
neck going into the nin-off. 
Opinion polls have variously 
put one or the other in the 
lead. 

Mr. Kravchuk told voters 
j_outside a central Kiev polling 
station that he would move 


forms, which have made little 
progress since Ukraine’s in- 
dependence in 1991. But he 
pledged people would not 
suffer because of ‘the 
changes. 

“We must move forward 
coherently and decisively so 
that reforms are carried out 
quickly and in radical 
fashion. But fairly.” he said. 
“Reforms must not be con- 
ducted in such a way that 
people suffer. Reforms must 
improve people’s lives.” 

Mr. Kravchuk’s pledge was 
made after leaders of the G7 
leading industrialised coun- 
tries offered S4 billion in aid 
to help LTkraine’s economy 
— provided Kiev undertook 
efforts to catch up on lost 
time with reforms. 

The offer could well help 
his re-election bid. despite 
■coming so late in the cam- 
paign. An additional $200 
million was promised to help 
dose the Chernobyl nuclear 
power station. 

Mr. Kravchuk said good 
relations with Moscow were a 
priority. But he served notice 
he would not submit uncon- 
dit:ona! , v to Moscow’s will — 


that Mr. Kuchma sough! too 
cosy a relationship with Rus- 
sia. 

“Any policy concerning 
Russia can only have two 
options — good relations and 
very good relations. There is 
no third option." he said. 
“Anyone undertaking such a 
policy must be truly a presi- 
dent. He cannot put sue ihis 
policy if Russia is cenrtanlb 
trying to bring us to our 
knees." 

Mr. Kuchma voted in the 
eastern city of Dnip- 
ropetrovsk. bedrock of his 
support, where he was head 
of the world’s largest missiie 
factory for six years. 

"Mv first steps if elected 
will deal with the economy, i 
will cut taxes sharply." he 
said. 

"We have to restore order. 
There is no authority in the 
country. If I am not elected. I 
will help create an opposition 
party. But a president must 
be above parties." 

Electoral officials said the 
turnout was generally higher 
than in the first round, when 
67 per cent of voters cast 
ballots. Bv noon, more than a 


Mr. Kratchuk can count 
on heavy .support in national- 
ist western Ukraine, while 
the industrial east will back 
Mr. Kuchma. A tew marginal 
central districts could decide 
the issue. 

Elected president in 1991 

on rhe day when Ukrainians 

voted for independence. Mr. 
Kravchuk had trailed for 
months in surveys as Ukrai- 
nians blamed him for deep 
economic hardship. 

He clawed his way back to 
par bv stressing his ability as 
a statesman who won respect 
for Ukraine abroad and 
avoided the civil violence that 
engulfed other former Soviet 
republics. 

The close of campaigning 
saw increasingly bitter ex- 
change between the two 
men. 

Mr. K’eschuk accused Mr. 
Kuchma of being prepared to 
give away the Crimean penin- 
sula. u ho*e pro- Russian 
leaders are reeking eventual 
reunification with Moscow. 

Mr. Kuchma complained 
Mr. Kravchuk was monopo- 
lising state television time. 
He also said the first-round 
mill was distorted bv viola- 


I 


Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 11, 1994 


Jordan Times 


A« utdtptMkM Aia» political dwW pMahed m Engle* b, Ac Jonba Pita Rwn dHi o*. 
EuaMohcH l«T5 

V-JjV yl» it i - jil ^ iijiliulb U6— • I fL— Vj* V**? Wh» 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 


Effitor-in-Chkf: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.0. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the ; 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


City for all 


JERUSALEM is the city that evokes emo- 
tions in the hearts of hundreds of millions of 
followers of the three monotheistic religions: 
Islam, Christianity and Judaism. For 
thousands of years the city was fought over 
by Persians, Romans, Arabs, Europeans, 
Christians, Jews and Muslims. In the past 
century alone control over it changed hands 
three times, first the British after World War 
I, then the Arabs after the Second World 
War and the first Arab-Israeli war of 1948, 
then the Israelis after the 1967 war. 

Following the June 5 war the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council issued resolution 242 that calls 
among other things for Israel’s withdrawal 
from the occupied Arab territories, including 
Jerusalem. But Israel reacted by annexing 
the city and, in the next 27 years, expanded it 
to a size that constitutes one fifth of the area 
of the West Bank. 

The issue of Jerusalem has two compo- 
nents to it, sovereignty over its geographical 
area and the right of the faithful to free 
access to its holy places, the old walled dty 
that for centuries had a Jewish, a Muslim 
and a Christian quarter. 

While the Israelis and Palestinians claim 
the city, the faithful everywhere have a right 
to it as well. The world community at large 
would certainly not accept a divided holy 
dty, nor will It accept total control over it by 
the minority among the three religions, the 
Jews. The Muslim and the Christian com- 
munities would want to have control over 
their own shrines within the holy dty, the A1 
Aqsa Mosque and the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre; the Jews the Wailing Wall 

While Palestinian and Israeli negotiators 
would, sometime within the next two years, 
start tackling this sensitive issue, religious 
leaders from the three faiths need to step 
forward and present a model for future 
coexistence between their followers in the 
Old City and within the Greater Jerusalem 
metropolis. 

During this week’s visit by the Vatican 
foreign minister, Jean-Luis Tauran , to the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which for 
most of this century has been the custodian of 
holy places in Jerusalem, it became evident 
that the two parties’ position on the holy dty 
is politically and legally compatible. We both 
agree that Jerusalem is an occupied territory 
and neither of us accepts that it remains 
under the control of one party, Israel. 

Jordan in its quest for full peace recognises 
that no peace will be comprehensive or 
lasting if it did not address the issue of 
Jerusalem, on both the religious and political 
levels. While the latter will be negotiated 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis, the 
former requires a broader involvement of 
nations and religious leaders since Jordan 
has always fulfilled its duty towards the dty 
and its sacred shrines. This country remains 
determined to continue to uphold its respon- 
sibilities for the sake of peace and stability in 
the region. 


ARABIC PRESS 




NOW THAT the war in Yemen has ended, the time has 
come for the Arab states which conspired against the unity 
of that country to realise that they have no alternative but 
to take stock of what has happened and start working for 
Arab interests. A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said Sunday. Arab 
states have sought to disrupt unity in Yemen, to interna- 
tionalise the conflict between Sanaa and Aden, to bring in 
foreign troops to destroy the country as happened with Iraq 
in die Gulf crisis, said the paper. It said that those who 
triggered the bloodshed and turned one Yemeni against the 
other had hoped that this action would serve their own 
interests and had hoped that the divided people would 
succumb to colonial powers. The paper said that the 
conspirators shoulder a serious responsibility and should 
realise that their action represents a two edged sword which 
could be detrimental to their own interests. It said there is 
no alternative to reconciliation among Arab states at a 
time when they face the challenges entailed m the coming 
peace with Israel. 


a rni UMNBT in A! Ra’i paid tribute to the efforts of 

A A hhni4! nlanc tr, imiMW* 


whole Amman district before vehicles, making it 
C i«?ivelv the property of pedestrians. Hazem 
eXClua* j . g» n e rim ent last Thursday could have 


KSwtvedin said that experiment last Thursday could have 
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Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The unforgettable Tawfiq Zayyad 


TAWFIQ ZAYYAD, 
mayor of Nazareth since 
1975 and member of the 
Israeli Knesset since 1976, 
was one of my heroes. He 
was also my friend. 

Though his tragic 
acridential death may have 
been overshadowed by 
news of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat’s visit to 
Jericho, the loss of this 
great leader cannot be 
underestimated. 


tendon, land confiscation, 
torture and massacres. 

And, perhaps most tragi- 
cally of all, they were large- 
ly forgotten arid sometimes 
even snubbed by most of 
the Arab World. 

Yet they remained in 
their home and towns and 
villages. In fact, they not 
only remained bat have 
been stalwart in their strug- 


popular and well-respected 
to overcome that threat and 
win the election. 

When the government 
didin fact suspend its assist- 
ance, he responded by 
creating a summer work 
camp in Nazareth that has, 
to this day, annually 


gle for foil equality and civil 
rights, and for recognition 


My doctoral dissertation, 
“Arabs in the Promised 
Land,” was inspired by Mr. 
Zayyad ’s poetry and his 
political work. The struggle 
of the Palestinians who re- 
mained in Israel after 1948 
is one of the most 
courageous and compelling 
facets of the history of that 
proud and stalwart people. 

They were stripped of 
most of their leadership, 80 
per cent of their popula- 
tion, the majority of their 
villages — over 400 of 
which were destroyed and 


rights, and for recognition 
of their national identity as 
Palestinian Arabs in Israel. 

And they have produced 
heroic literature — poets 
like Tawfiq Zayyad who in- 


peoplc from around the 
world to perform commun- 
ity service and implement 
public works projects for 
the dty. 


spired the rest of the Arab 
Nation. They have pro- 


erased from the map — and 
their land, over 1.25 million 
acres of which were confis- 
cated by the new Jewish 
state. 


They were denied access 
to their history and culture 


by the educational system 
of a state which relocated 


of a state which relegated 
them to second-class status'. 
They were victims of the 
same harsh military rule 
that has been imposed on 
Gaza and the West Bank of 
the past 27 years. They 
were denied the right to 


fully partidpate in politics, 
ana of their right to full 


and of their right to full 
economic and soda! de- 
velopment. Since 1948 they 
have endured expulsions, 
curfews, administrative de- 


Nation. They have pro- 
duced heroic leaders — like 
Tawfiq Zayyad, who rose 
above all odds to lead their 
struggle for full rights. 

I first met Tawfiq Zayyad 
in 1976 when I was asked to 
organise a national tour for 
him by an Arab- American 
academic assodation (the 
Association of Arab-Axner- 
ican University Graduates). 
The gruelling schedule I 
had organised for him took 
him to every major dty for 
speeches, forums and meet- 
ings with the Arab- Amer- 
ican community. 

Even by that time Mr. 
Zayyad had emerged as a 
highly respected leader. His 
election as mayor of 
Nazareth had come at a 
great price. The Israeli gov- 
ernment felt so threatened 
by the' prospect of this 
“radical’' becoming mayor 
that it had warned the resi- 
dents of Nazareth that, 
should they elect Mr. 
Zayyad, they -would lose all ■ 
government assistance to 
their community. Mr. 


Mr. Zayyad also played a 
leading role in the great 
“Land Day” general strike 
.of May 30, 1976, when hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
Palestinian Arab citizens of 
Israel demonstrated their 
opposition to Israeli gov- 
ernment plans to confiscate 
more land in a crude effort 
to farther “Judaize" the 
Galilee region of the 
country. 


Zayyad proved 


Yet, what intrigued me 
most about Tawfiq Zayyad 
during the tour (and the 
two subsequent tours I 
organised for him during 
the years I ran the Palestine 
Human Rights Campaign) 
was how he was able to 
struggle on so many fronts 
simultaneously. 

He not only confronted 
the racist anti-Arab policies 
' that sought to' deny Arabs 
their full rights as citizens of 
Israel, he also stood against 
Arab and Arab- American 
attitudes that he under- 
stood as running counter to 
any effort to achieve a just 
and lasting peace to the 
Israelt-Palestinian conflict. 

Long a defender of the 
right of Palestinians to 
establish an independent 
state in the territories occu- 


pied by Israel in 1967, be 
vigorously defended a two- 
state solution that would 
also ensure Israeli national- 
ity as well. He was a realist 
who saw the need for both 
peoples, the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, to accept the 
reality of each other’s exist- 
ence. 

He was an ardent foe of 
the use of violence against 
Israeli civilians. I vividly 
recall an incident when he 
was challenged by a Palesti- 
nian- American who eluded 

the mayor's call for a peace- 
ful settlement to the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. The 
Speaker demanded to know 
whether or not Mr. Zayyad 
supported the “Palesti- 
nians' right to armed 
struggle." 

Mr. Zayyad responded, 
“It is true that Palestinians 
have the right to armed 
struggle to resist occupation 

— the U.N. even passed a 
resolution confirming that 


right. But when you have a 
history of using that right as 
badly and as inhumanly as 
you have, then you forfeit 
that right.” 

On one other occasion, I 
was with the mayor at a 
performance by a Palesti- 
nian dance troupe. The 
group was composed of 


young children from re- 
fugee camps in Syria. They 
performed in military kha- 
kis and carried tiny wooden 
guns. What troubled the 
mayor most was the 
announcer’s assertion be- 
fore a U.S. audience that 
the children were perform- 
ing a “traditional Palesti- 
nian dance." 

Gearly saddened, he 
leaned over to me and said, 
“this is not our tradition. 



Russian church springs 
back into business 


By Oleg Shchedrov 

Reuter 


present 


their talents 


KOSTROMA, Russia — 
“You wouldn’t believe it, 
they’re selling bottled wa- 
ter," a young woman gig- 
gled as she snowed the way 
to an aluminium sbed on 
the outskirts of this ancient 
town on the Volga River. 

Bottled drinking water is 
still rather exotic in provin- 
cial Russia. But leaders of 
the Orthodox church m 
Kostroma and a local con- 
vent have decided this is 
just what they need to re- 
vive their financial fortunes 
and help fund good works. 

The church, once the 
richest land-owner in Rus- 
sia whose wealth was en- 
vied even by the Tsars, is 
back in business after a 
70-year enforced break. 

One-and-a-faaif litre 
dome-shaped "Saint 
Springs" bottles — with a 
label proclaiming the water 
has been purified to inter- 
national standards and bles- 
sed by the patriarch — are 
gracing many a dinner table 
m Moscow. 

“I admit that the whole 
thing looks unusual," said 
Archbishop Alexander, the 
37-year-old head of the 
church in the Kostroma re- 
gion. “It’s the first commer- 
cial enterprise of the church 
and it is die first such plant 
in Russia. 

“But the patriarch is & 
wise man, who understood 
that there is no other way to 
raise funds for our needs 
and he supported our 
aspirations. ’’ 

The archbishop said the 


rapid expansion of the 
church in the years follow- 
ing the liberal reforms of 
former Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev had 
caused acute financial prob- 
lems. 

“We have 135 parishes m 
the area now, compared 
with only 65 back in 1985," 
he said. “But most of the 
churches were returned to 
the church in a shocking 
condition, some completely 
ruined. Now lots of money 
is needed to restore them." 

Many historic cburcbes 
and monasteries in Kostro- 
ma. from where the Roma- 
nov dynasty of Tsars over- 
thrown in 1917 was sum- 
moned to power in Mos- 
cow, were carefully res- 
tored at the town's expense. 
Now the church is claiming 
many of them back. 


allow us to earn money by 
ourselves," the archbishop 
said. 

He could not remember 
who was the first to propose 
bottling water — a business 
previously unknown in Rus- 
sia — nor who suggested 
the name “Saint Springs." 

“Well, this location is 
known as ’Saint Springs’." 
he said. “It’s not that water 
is holy here, of course. It’s 
just water here is known to 
be the best and best tasting 
in the vicinity.” 

Mr. King provided pro- 
duction lines to make bot- 
tles and to bottle the water 
free of charge. All revenue 
from the project was in- 
tended for restoring chur- 
ches and charitable works. 

The plant, which employs 
some 30 workers, went into 


definite unpaid leave." 

The archbishop admitted 
his project was still a novel- 
ty bat. said church adminis- 
trations in many other re- 
gions would like to follow 
suit. 

He said that in pre- 
revolutionary Russia the 
church ran many prosper- 
ous agricultural businesses 
in the region. 

The Russian Orthodox 
Church, with its vast estates 
and rich monasteries, built 
up property which rein- 
forced its traditional spir- 
itual role in Russia. 


The archbishop said the 
church also badly needed 
money to revive its chant* 
able activities and set up 
Orthodox Christian youth 
organisation. 

“We can only rely on 
ourselves,” he said. “Local 
businessmen are too weak 
to help os and there are no 
other -sources to raise 
foods.” 


operation early this year. 
But it is working below 


The idea of selling bles- 
sed water came some two 


years ago. 

A u.S. businessman, 
John King, occasionally vi- 
sited the town and estab- 
lished dose contacts with 
the local church. 

“He asked how be could 
help and after long discus- 
sions we agreed that the 
best way was to launch 
some project which would 


But it is working below 
capacity as the bottle pro- 
duction line is not yet built 
and bottles have to be im- 
ported. 

Workers, dressed in tidy 
blue overalls, walked quick- 
ly across the huge shed. No 
one could be seen idly 
smoking or chatting, as is 
often the case in Russian 
factories. 

“We don’t get an awful 
lot of money,” said a young 
woman worker. “Bm after 
all it's a job, which is diffi- 
cult to get in town where 
most enterprises are 
dosed." 

Kostroma, with its textile 
aqd machine bnilding 
plants, is suffering badly in 
Russia’s economic slump. 
Most enterprises have 
effectively dosed down af- 
ter putting workers on “in- 


The Tsars would launch 
occasional attacks on 
church property in attempts 
to weaken what they saw as 
a dangerous competitor foT 
power in the country. The 
last such attack was in the 
early I8th century, when 
Peter the Great stripped the 
monasteries of much of 
their land. 

The final blow to the 
church came in 1917, when 
victorious Communists 
separated it from the state 
and confiscated all its prop- 
erty. Hie church was also 
banned from engaging in 
any business activities. 


“By restarting business 
activities, we do not aim to 
make the church rich,” the 
archbishop said. “We only 
want to have enough money 
to fond our basic activities. 

“The church is complete- 
ly happy to be separated 
from the state,” he added. 


‘It is not seeta'ngan official 
role for itself. The church 
was and will be the spiritual 
reader in Russia — and that 
is enough." 


We have always been a 
peaceful and joyful people. 
They are bastardising our 
tradition and our culture.” 

Mr. Zayyad was a strong 
man who held strong opin- 
ions, and he fought for 
them: 

His political party re- 
minded the "outside 
Arabs" that a strong 
Palestinian community re- 
mained firmly planted in 
the Arab towns and villages 
in what became Israel after 
1948. He also never stop- 
ped reminding the Israelis 
of the Arabs they uprooted 
in 1948, and he upbraided 
them for the villages they 
demolished bat could not 


Tawfiq Zayyad remained 
first a poet and an enter- 
tainer. 

I learned of Mr. Zayyad’s 
tragic death from a phone 
call. My son, Joseph who is 
working in Jerusalem this 
summer as a legal intern, 
called me as soon as he 
heard the news. 


My children loved the I 
man — even though they 
bad only known him as ch3- 
dren. They remembered 
him from times he had 
stayed as a guest ip oar 
home. They would call him 
“the man who used to j 
bounce us in the air.” 


erase. 

And Mr. Zayyad never 
let bis Arab constituents 
forget the refugees of 1948. 
In his poetry, and then by 
constructing a monument in 
Nazareth to those who were 
expelled or had fled, be 
sought to create a perma- 
nent reminder that the 
rights of those Palestinians 
must also be recognised and 
remembered. 

I last saw Tawfiq Zayyad 
in January in Jerusalem. He 
would come to see me at 
the end of his sessions in the 
Knesset. Each night I was 
there he would, over din- 
ner, recreate that night’s 
Knesset debates with all the 
vigor and drama that he had 
put into the debate itself. 
He was a joy to be with. 

Those who would gather 
around to listen (he was a 
marvelous storyteller — a 
magnet who could draw 
people to him) would laugh 
and argue and, at times, ask 
him to recite one of his 
poems. Though a mayor 
and a Knesset member. 


When Joseph was going 
to Jerusalem, I made cer- 
tain that he would call Taw- 
fiq Zayyad upon bis arrival. 
I wanted him to get to know 
Tawfiq Zayyad the man. I 
also wanted Mr. Zayyad to 
know my son as a man. 


What impressed Joseph 
the most after their first 
meeting, in addition to Mr. 


Zayyad’s insights and his 
political analysis, was bow 
he was loved by _ ordinary 
people — the waiters, the 
drivers, the cleaning staff. 
They all responded to his 
warmth and his joy. He was 
a real man of rite people. 

On the day he called to 
tell me of Tawfiq Zayyad’s 
death, Joseph said, Tm so 
glad I had a chance to meet 
him, Dad. It was an incredi- 
ble experience. He was un- 
forgettable." 


That he was. 

Through his courageous 
political struggle, through 
his poetry, and through his 
joy for life and his love of 
people, Tawfiq Zayyad will 
never be forgotten. 


U.N. efforts for 


peac e in Rwand a 
an uphill battle 


By Buchizya Mseteka 
Reuter 


GISENYI, Rwanda — The 
United Nations is pushing a 
fresh peace initiative to end 
Rwanda’s bloodshed, but it 
faces an uphill battle to 
persuade a winning rebel 
army it is time to abandon 
guns and talk peace. 

The peace bid by U.N. 
special envoy to Rwanda.* 
Shahaya Khan, aims to se- 
cure an immediate cease- 
fire. bring the embattled 
government and the rebels 
to the negotiating table and. 
push the central African 
state onto the path of 
democracy. 

"It's an uphill task and an 
ambitious one too.*' said 
Francis Bizimungu. a trader 
in this lakeside resort. 

Mr. Bizimungu. a mem- 
ber of Rwanda's majority 
Hutu tribe, added: “For a 
country like Rwanda, which 
has shed so much blood all 
in the name of ethnicity and 
where the military balance 
is now tilted in favour of 
one group, talk of a cease- 
fire and reconciliation 
sounds far-fetched.” 

Ambassador Khan, a 
veteran Pakistani diplomat, 
will spend the next few days 
shuttling between the rebel 
Rwanda Patriotic From 
(RPF) stronghold in Kigali 
and the rump government's 
sanctuary in Gisenyi to try 
to broker a ceasefire. 

"My main objective is to 
secure a ceasefire in Rwan- 
da. I think the time has 
come to put weapons aside 
and talk peace," he told 
reporters on Thursday 
when he arrived in Gisenyi. 
a heartland of the ruling 
Hutu class. 

Political analysts sav that 
securing a truce on paper 

has never been a problem in 
this hilly country with an 
unparalleled record of vio- 
lence since the mainly Tutsi 
rebels invaded from neigh- 
ing Uganda in October 

Aid workers estimate 
more than half a million 
people have been killed, 
mainly Tutsis and Hutu 
government opponents, by 
the army and pro-govem- 
menr militia since President 
Juvenal Habyarimana was 
assassinated on April 6. 

Tne problem, which 
analysts blame on centur- 
jes-old ethnic hatred, has 
been to achieve an atmos- 
phere of trust crucial to the 


implementation of any 
accord. 

Neighbours ranging from 
Tanzania to Zaire and 
bodies such as the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
and even the U.N. have in 
the past three years bun- 
dled the two sides to round- 
table talks. 

Accords have been 
signed with much pomp and 
pageantry, only to be com- 
pletely ignored by both 
sides as soon as the ink 
dried. 

“Rwanda’s problem is 
not gening the two sides to 
sign a piece of paper. It has 
been to build trust for one 
another in their minds. 
That is what past peace 
envoys learned and some- 
thing that Mr. Khan will 
surely discover in the next 
few days,” an aid worker 
told Reuters. 

His view was reinforced 
by Rwanda's Minister of 
Information. Eliezer 
Niyitegeka who admits lack 
of trust remains a major 
stumbling bloc. 

"We will sign an agree- 
ment if there is one. But we 
doubt the sincerity of the 
Rwanda Patriotic Front,” 
he told reporters at Giseny- 
i’s Meridien hotel, where 
the remnants of govern- 
ment have camped, turning 
the country's most luxu- 
rious hotel into a refugee 
camp for the elite. 

The mistrust and hate be- 
tween Tutsis and Hutus has 
lasted generations. In the 
1950s. '60s and '70s. clashes 
between the two groups 
claimed thousands of lives. 

Near the Meridien Hotel, 
army chief-of -staff major- 
general Augustin Bizimun- 
gu has set up a temporary 
command post for an army 
that has lost the will to fight 
and arms to fight with. 

The ministers, their aides 
and families look depressed 
and nervous though still 
dad in expensive foreign* 
tailored suits. Many are 
said to be making arrange- 
ments to leave the country 
through the frontier in the 
eastern Zairean town of 
Goma. 

"Wc do not know what to 
do. We do not know what 
tomorrow holds for w- 
There is fear and panic 
here,” a Rwandan journal' 
ist told Reuters. . . 

Analysts say a string of 
battlefield victories by tiie 
RPF adds complications to 
Mr. Khan’s push foraceas” 
efire package. 
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G-7 calls for aid for Palestinians 


(ConHuned from page 1} 

for all.” 

In a tough ly- worded state- 
ment, they declared: ♦Fol- 
lowing the death of Kim II- 
Sung, we must continue to 
seek a solution to the prob- 
lem created by North Korea's 
decision to withdraw from 
the IAEA," the International 
Atomic Energy Authority. 

— The G-7 leaders paid 
tribute to the people of South 
Africa for "ending apartheid 
by constitutional means" and 
pledged political and finan- 
cial support for its new gov- 
ernment. 

The statement said the G-7 
leaders "salute the achieve- 
ment" of the South African 
people in this respect. 

They also committed them- 
selves "to assist the new gov- 
ernment in its efforts to con- 
struct a stable and prosperous 
democracy.” 

— The group said Iran's 
attitude to "terrorism” ran 
counter to "international 
efforts for peace and stabil- 
ity” and called on Tehran .to 
change its behaviour. 

"We call upon the govern- 
ment of Iran to participate 
constructively in internation- 
al efforts for peace and stabil- 


ity and to modify its be- 
haviour contrary to these 
objectives, inter alia with re- 
gard to terrorism,” the sum- 
mit statement said 

— The G-7 said it would 
continue to work towards 
GATT membership for Rus- 
sia. But Russia's standing 
with the G-7 remains a sensi- 
tive issue. The Western pow- 
ers have made clear that Rus- 
sia’s weak economy disqual- 
ifies it from full G-7 status, so 
Boris Yeltsin did not attend 
the group's economic debate. 

— The G-7 said it was 
determined to ratify the 
GATT Uruguay Round trade 
treaty and establish the world 
trade organisation by next 
Jan. 1. 

The leaders resolved to 
continue the momentum of 
trade liberalisation and en- 
couraged the organisation for 
economic cooperation and 
development to develop rules 
to remove obstacles to fore- 
ign direct investment. 

— The G-7 and Russia 
called for a halt to the civil 
war in Rwanda and more 
urgent efforts to ease suffer- 
ing in the Central African 
state. The summit leaders 
said they were painfully 
aware of the humanitarian 


tragedy affecting many Afri- 
can countries and promised 
to do their utmost to help 
them. 

— The G-7 and Russia 
called for the international 
community to put pressure 
on Haiti's military rulers to 
give up power. 

— The G-7 stressed the 
need for a positive outcome 
of the Cairo population con- 
ference since rapid popula- 
tion growth is aggravating 
poverty in many developing 
countries. 

The Paris Club will be 
asked to grant more generous 
debt relief to. those countries 
facing special difficulties. 
(Britain and France said two- 
thirds of official debt can now 
be written off, up from 50 per 
cent). 

— The G-7 leaders recog- 
nised the need to speed up 
the implementation of 
national plans called for 
under the Rio de Janeiro 
climate treaty and agreed to 
take stock at next year's sum- 
mit in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

— At next year's summit, 
the G-7 agreed to look at the 
institutions that will be 
needed to meet the global 
economic challenges of the 
21st century. 


Sanaa controls last southern base 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

eastern regions for them. 

After government troops 
entered Aden, the city was 
ravaged by looting, mainly 
done by the local population, 
which targeted government 
institutions, shops and 
businesses. 

Foreign diplomats, re- 
questing anonymity, said 
U.N. offices and vehicles 
were looted Saturday, while 
the British embassy in Sanaa 
said the consulate in Aden 
had been taken over by the 
northern army. 

Aden, a city of 350,000 
inhabitants that lost hundreds 
in the siege and the northern 
shelling, slowly began to re- 
cover after weeks of siege by 
northern forces. Northerners 
have brought food and water 
to the city tn the last three 
days. 

A U.N. spokesman in 
Sanaa, Najib Friji, said U.N. 
agencies brought large quan- 
tities of high-energy biscuits 


Socialist Party, he said, not- 
ing that it was known about 
the Yemenis that they solve 
their problems through dia- 
logue. “But unfortunately, 
this crisis went beyond the 
circle of dialogue to the cycle 
of violence and now we 
should overcome its consequ- 
ences and go back to what the 
others knew about us by re- 
sorting to dialogue," be said. 

Dri Iryani repeated that a 
general amnesty declared by 
Sanaa after the southern 
stronghold of Aden fell to 
northern troops on Thursday 
“was meant for all citizens, 
even those who took part in 
the plot against the legal 
powets.” 

Dr. Iryani, whom govern- 
ment sources have tipped as 
the head of a new govern- 
ment of national unity after 
the 10-week civil war, had 
been bolding talks with 
southern Yemeni officials in 
New York under U.N. au- 
spices. 

After northern troops 
seized Aden and the port city 
of Mukalla. southern leaders 
fled the country. 

Dr. Iryani said: “The 


for children and 11 tonnes of 
essential medical supplies to 
treat the wounded. 

Fighting broke out May 4 
after months of vinous quar- 
rels between Mr. Saleh, a 
northerner, and Mr. Beidh, 
his former vice president, 
over the future of their 4- 
year-o!d merger of North Ye- 
men and South Yemen. 

Mr. Beidh declared the 
south's secession, but gained 
no international recognition 
although Saudi Arabia and 
Gulf Arab states have been 
accused by the north of help- 
ing him financially. 

Mr. Saleh met with Saudi 
Ambassador Ali A1 Qofaidai 
on Sunday and handed him a 
message to King Fahd calling 
on the Saudi monarch to 
“forget the past and open a 
new page in bilateral ties 
.based on good neighbourly 
relations and cooperation,” 
an official announcement 
said. 

Former South Yemen 
President A!i Nasser Moham- 


Southern leaders will not be 
able to form a government in 
exile, for such a government 
would need backing from 
abroad and the Yemenis are 
not used to counting on 
others." 

He also called on all Yeme- 
nis to help rebuild the coun- 
try to recover from the war 
which erupted on May 5. 

He said Yemeni-Saudi re- 
lations were normal and “not 
as the Yemeni-Kuwaiti rela- 
tions.” 

He said there were no pris- 
oners of war in Yemen, 
pointing out that there were 
3,700 prisoners of conscience 
detained by the secessionist 
m forces in Aden and they were 
'immediately released. In 
addition, he added, there 
were more than 10,000 
citizens in Hadramawt gov- 
ernors te who were detained 
because they refused to join 
the army. They were also 
released, he said. 

Dr. Iryani was received at 
the airport by Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Tal- 
al A1 Hassan and Yemeni 
Ambassador in Amman Ali 
Abu Lahhoum. 


mad. whose loyalists in the 
southern army were in- 
strumental in facilitating the 
northern victory, urged gov- 
ernment leaders to mend 
fences with southern rivals 
and the Arab states who 
backed them. 

He said from his Damascus 
exile that an amnesty de- 
clared by Sanaa was a good 
first step to overcoming “the 
painful ordeal that befell our 
people," according to Syria's 
state run news agency. 

Southern Yemeni “vice 
president" Abdul Rahman 
A1 Jiffri, who fled to Saudi 
Arabia after the fall of Aden, 
on Sunday warned foreign 
companies operating in the 
south not to do business with 
the authorities in Sanaa. 

Mr. Jiffri told the London- 
based Saudi daily A1 Sharq. 
A1 Awsat that southern lead- 
ers would prevent deals with 
Sanaa - "by ail possible 
means." 

"We warn all companies 
operating in the south of Ye- 
men that resources from our 
territory belong to the Ye- 
men Democratic Republic 
(YDR)’’ declared by the 
south on May 21, he said. 

Any transaction with 
Sanaa concerning "resources 
taken from our territory," 
would be "illegal and hostile 
to the peopale of southern 
Yemen," he said. 

"We will have the right to 
prevent, by all possible 
means and at any cost, all 
investment agreements over 
oil, mining, agriculture and 
industry as well as fishing, 
which foreign companies sign 
with Sanaa.” 

The YDR “remains an au- 
thority both inside and out- 
side the country and repre- 
sents national legitimacy,” 
Mr. Jiffri said. 

He also called on the inter- 
national community to prose- 
cute northern “war crimin- 
als" who, he said, continued 
"thefts, pillage, destruction 
of property and execution 
without trial of thousands" of 
southerners. 

Asked about Sanaa's call 
for the release of 1.200 north- 
ern prisoners. Mr. Jiffri said; 
“If there were prisoners, they 
must be in Sanaa's hands by 
now." 


Yemen thanks Jordan for stand 
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Smooth transition seen 
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Gaza Strip 

(Contfamed from page I) 

homes for about 60 days this 
year. 

“The city is paralysed," 
said Mayor Mustafa Natche. 
“The freedom of the city 
residents has been seized for 
a pretext of security." 

Israel clamped a curfew on 
the city of 110,000 Thursday 
after Palestinians opened fire 
on an Israeli car outside the 
nearby Jewish settlement of 
Kiiyat Arba. killing a 17- 
year-old settler girl. 

Mr. Natche pointed out 
that the same day the body of 
an Israeli soldier was found at 
a West Bank village of Akeb. 
The village was under curfew 
for only two hours, he said. 

Hebron, however, has 
been under curfew since 
Thursday and no one knows 
when the restrictions will be 
lifted. 

The army said the curfew 
was imposed to aid soldiers 
searching for the assailants 
and to reduce friction be- 
tween Jews and Arabs in the 
city and the surrounding area 
that has been the site of many 
attacks on both Arabs ana 
Israelis in the past year. 

The Israeli government de- 
cided Sunday to remove Jew- 
ish settlers from apartments 
they illegally occupied in 
Kyriat Arba, officials said. ‘ 


was the first time since Kim 
Il-Sung died on Friday at the 
age of 82 of a heart attack 
that the title had been ap- 
plied to his son. 

The reclusive communist 
state on Saturday announced 
the death of Kim Il-Sung, 
who commanded bis people 
for nearly half a century with 
an iron fist. 


“The elite of North Korea 
will be overwhelmed by the 
death of Kim Tl-Sung and 
there's no room for them to 
organise a challenge to Kim 
Jong-II who has been 
groomed as successor in the 
past two decades," said Cha 
Young-Ku. senior fellow at 
the Korea Institute for De- 
fence Analysis. 


Israel to propose pockets 

(Contfamed from page 1) 


predicted a protracted timet- 
able on any troop withdrawal 
and said the sides should for 
now concentrate on a limited 
transfer of civilian powers in- 
stead. 

The talks will coincide with 
I PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat's preparations to return 
for good to Gaza and Jericho. 
He is due to quit the PLO's 
Tunis headquarters Monday. 

In Paris on Thursday, 
Israeli and PLO leaders said 
they had made progress on 
extending Palestinan self-rule 
and announced that negotia- 
tions would resume in Cairo, 
where the May 4 accord was 
■ signed. 

Mr. Arafat, Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Peres received a U.N. 
‘peace Prize there. 


Mr. Peres said the two 
sides had agreed “how to 
start implementing the 
second stage of autonomy” in 
line with the declaration of 
principles signed in Washing- 
ton on Sept. 13. 

Three Israeli-PLO joint 
commissions are to be set up, 
Mr. Rabin announced. 

The first is to tackle prob- 
lems unresolved .when the 
May 4 accord was signed, 
including the size of the 
autonomous Jericho district 
and the exact positioning of a 
Palestinian policeman on the 
bridge linking Jordan with 
the West Bank. 

It will also discuss the ques- 
tion of some 1.000 Palesti- 
nian prisoners still held by 
Israel. 


Kim Il-Sung fostered 
unrivalled personality cult 


Reuters 

TOKYO — Kim Il-Sung. 
the leader of Communist 
North Korea since 1948, 
defied the collapse of Com- 
munism in Europe to keep 
an iron grip on his secretive 
nation as its political isola- 
tion deepened. 

Kim, who died on Friday 
at the age of 82. was the 
world's longest-serving 
absolute ruler and estab- 
lished a personality cult far 
exceeding that of Josef Sta- 
lin or Mao Tsetung. 

When news of his death 
was broadcast on North 
Korean radio on Saturday, 
stunned residents of his 
capital, Pyongyang, stop- 
ped and wept in the streets. 

Kim's hold on power was 
so strong he survived the 
collapse of Communism in 
Europe, in Mongolia and 
finally in the Soviet Union, 
the cradle of Bolshevism, 
which installed him in pow- 
er in 1948 and was his 
principal supporter for 40 
years. 

But his final years were 
marked by economic and 
diplomatic defeats at the 
hands of bitter rival South 
Korea, and a growing crisis 
over his suspected nuclear 
weapons development 
plans. 

Building on its remark- 
able economic growth in 
the 1970s and 1980s, Seoul 
embarked on a policy of 
wooing Kim’s Communist 
allies with loans and tech- 
nology. leading to diploma- 
tic relations with most of 
them. In 1988. nearly all of 
them ignored his boycott 
call and took part in the 
Seoul Olympics. 

Seoul's greatest triumph 
came with the establish- 
ment of ties with Moscow 
in 1990. Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev met 
South Korean President 
Roh Tae-Woo in 1991. the 
first visit by a Soviet leader 
to the peninsula. None ever 
went to Pyongyang. 

East European nations 
hurried to send ambassa- 
dors to Seoul, and Mos- 
cow’s trade with the boom- 
ing south grew rapidly. 

To offset the diplomatic 
losses, Kim opened talks in 
late 1990 on normalising 
relations with Japan, pre- 
viously one of the capitalist 
demons in his ideology. , 

But the talks were sty- 
mied by Tokyo's demand 
that North Korea allow in- 
ternational inspection of its 
nuclear facilities, and by its 
refusal to meet a North 


Kurean demand to pay 
compensation for the dam- 
age Pyongyang says it suf- 
fered from being ostracised 
by Japan since 1945. 

The nuclear issue was 
also taken up by South 
Korea, the United States 
and other. Western coun- 
tries. alarmed that such an 
unstable regime, impli- 
cated in international ter- 
rorism in the 1980s, should 
possess nuclear weapons. 

After Pyongyang 
threatened in March. 1993. 
to pull out of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
rather than allow inspec- 
tions. the confrontation 
worsened. 

By June 1994, the United 
States and Seoul were lead- 
ing a drive. to slap North 
Korea with economic sanc- 
tions in an effort to force 
Kim to come clean on his 
nuclear ambitions. 

Then suddenly, after 
months of bellicose bluster. 
Kim deftly defused the im- 
mediate -crisis by telling 
visiting former U.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter he was 
ready to compromise. 

He won agreement for 
high-level diplomatic talks 
with the United States, and 
offered an unprecedented 
summit meeting with the 
leader of the hated anti- 
communist South Korean 
state. President Kim 
Young-Sam. They were to 
have met on July 25. 

Despite the collapse of 
Soviet communism, and 
the ominous absorption of 
Socialist East Germany 
into the capitalist West. 
Kim Il-Sung hung on deter- 
minedly to power. Further 
enforcing North Korea's 
isolation from outside 
ideologies and influences, 
he fought to preserve his 
brand of Communism from 
contagion. 

Rare visitors reported 
that citizens had never 
heard a Beatles' song, sip- 
ped a coke or seen pictures 
of Neil 'Armstrong on the 
pmoon. 

“Even George Orwell 
could not have imagined 
this world," said a Western 
diplomat based there. 

Yet some in the Pyon- 
gyang leadership, at least. 


realised change was essen- 
tial if the state was to re- 
main viable. 

Starting in 1992, the gov- 
ernment unveiled a series 
of economic open-door me- 
asures along the lines of 
China's 1980s reforms in 
hopes of attracting foreign 
investment and technology 
transfers. Given the ten- 
sions generated by the nuc- 
lear confrontation, howev- 
er. there were few takers. 

Put in power by Moscow 
and sustained through the 
early years of his rule by 
Chinese troops. Kim con- 
tinually played the two 
Communist giants against 
each other to ensure North 
Korea retained some free- 
dom to manoeuvre on the 
world stage. 

His forces invaded South 
Korea in June. 1950. and 
occupied almost the entire 
southern half of the penin- 
sula before U.S.-led Un- 
ited Nations troops landed 
and fought them to a stale- 
mate. 

By the time the two sides 
had agreed to a truce in 
1953. the Korean war had 
cost three million lives. 
Without a formal peace 
treaty, North-South ten- 
sions remained high. North 
Korea maintains a huge- 
standing army and regular- 
ly spends more than a fifth 
of its gross domestic pro- 
duct on the military. 

Despite Pyongyang's 
growing political isolation 
in recent years, a flagging 
economy and a continuing 
toss of political, military 
and economic ground to 
Seoul. Kim’s own prestige 
in his “hermit kingdom" 
apparently remained intact 
to the end. 

The extraordinary Kim 
Il-Sung cult, which has 
completely dominated the 
lives of his 22 million sub- 
jects for decades, showed 
no signs of flagging. 

North Korea's media and 
officials routinely ascribed 
superhuman powers to 
Kim. referring to him in 
such terms as 'the sun of 
mankind who illuminates 
the world.” 

From the 1970s, Kim 
groomed his son Kim Jqng- 
II to succeed him in an 



Kim Il-Sung 


attempt to create the first 
Communist dynasty. 

By 1991. Western diplo- 
mats in Pyongyang said the 
son. regularly lauded as the 
“dear leader," was in 
charge of the day-to-day- 
running of the country, but 
not diplomacy. Little is 
known about Kim Jong-II. 
who is not known to have 
visited any country in the 
world except China. 

Portraits of President 
Kim, “the great leader" are 
everywhere, on buildings, 
on badges worn by all offi- 
cials and in virtually every 
office and home in the 
country. 

His writings, collected in 
27 thick volumes, domin- 
ate the education of stu- 
dents from kindergarten to 
university and ms birth- 
place has become a shrine. 

The highly sanitised 
press contains little more 
than endless tributes to 
Kim and his son. Radios 
generally have fixed dials 
so people cannot tune into 
foreign or South Korean 
stations. 

The official biography 
says Kim was born Kim 
Song-Chu into a peasant 
family at Mangyongdae. 
near Pyongyang, on April 
15, 1912. two years after 
Japan annexed the Korean 


peninsula. 

At 13 he is said to have 
taken the name of Kim 
Il-Sung, a legendary anti- 
Japanese resistance fighter, 
and crossed the border to 
begin revolutionary activi- 
ties in Manchuria, now part 
of northeast China but then 
occupied by Japan. 

At 14. he organised the 
down with imperialism un- 
ion and in 1932 formed an 
anti-Japanese guerrilla 
army, the biography says. 

Exaggerated reports of 
his guerrilla exploits, fan- 
ned by big rewards offered 
by the Japanese for his 
capture, spread throughout 
Korea, ensuring his fame 
and eventual leadership. 

Kim became head of two 
communist-sponsored 
. organisations in Manchuria 
in the mid- 1930s. which led 
him to undergo military 
and political training in the 
Soviet Union. 

As leader of the anti- 
Japanese resistance. Kim 
was a captain in the Soviet 
Red Army when Japan sur- 
rendered in 1945. 

In September. 1948, 
when Soviet troops with- 
drew from the North. Kim 
set up the Democratic Peo- 
ple's Republic, matching 
the birth of the U.S.- 
supported republic of 
Korea in the south. 

His official biography 
credits him with "convert- 
ing our country from back- 
wardness into a Socialist 
industrial state with mod- 
em industry and advanced 
agriculture." 

In the 1950s and 1960s, 
the North's economy adv- 
anced faster than the 
South’s, only to stagnate in 
the 1970s while the South's 
took off. 

Kim Il-Sung never saw 
the realisation of his dream 
of a reunified Korea, de- 
spite years of on-and-off 
talks and dozens of propos- 
als by both sides. 

Kim Il-Sung married 
twice. His first wife, who 
bore him two sons and a 
daughter, died in 1949. In 
1950 he married Kim 
Seong-Ae. who chairs the 
country’s women's league. 
They are said to have two 
sons and three daughters. 


Cairo conference links population, 
and sustainable development 


MILLIONS of women 
worldwide do not have ac- 
cess to quality reproductive 
health care; millions of in- 
dividuals and couples have 
inadequate access to safe 
and affordable family plan- 
ning methods, or lack in- 
formation about available 
services. Meeting these 
needs would save lives and 
greatly improve the quality 
of life for many, while help- 
ing to reduce the rapid 
population growth that is 
impeding development and 
straining the resource base 
in many parts of the 
world. 

In this context, the Inter- 
national Confernce on 
Population and Develop- 
ment (ICPD). ro be con- 
vened by the United Na- 
tions in Cairo. Egypt, from 
Sept. 5-13. 1994, will out- 
line a plan of action linking 
population, economic 
growth and sustainable de- 
velopment. The aims will 
be twofold: more effective 
local action to meet indi- 
vidual needs and aspira- 
tion. especially those of 
women, and more effective 
national policies and prog- 
rammes to bring popula- 
tion into balance with avail- 
able resources. 

World population, now 
nearly 5.7 billion, is grow- 
ing faster than ever before. 
Nearly all of the current 
annual increase of some 93 
million people is occurring 
in developing countries. By 
2025, according to United 
Nations projections, the 
total will have grown to 
between 7.9 billion and 9.1 
billion, with 8.5 billion con- 
sidered the most likely fi- 
gure. In any event, for de- 
cades to come, growing 
populations will put in- 
creasing pressure on the 
environment and hinder 
countries' efforts to pro- 
vide employment, housing 
and social services to their 
citizens. 

The severity of this 
population impact will ulti- 
mately hinge on how quick- 
ly the existing unmet need 
for family planning services 
_ can be met, bringing fertil- 
ity rates — the number of 
children bom to a rypical 


woman — down to man- 
ageable levels. This situa- 
tion calls for concerted ac- 
tion to combat poverty, 
associated with high fertil- 
ity. and to improve overall 
living standards through 
sustained economic 
growth. It also calls for 
making safe and effective 
family .planning services 
available to all who want 
them. 

ICPD will build on the 
rich experience of national 
population policies and 
programmes. During the 
past 20 years, such prog- 
rammes have dramatically 
increased contraceptive use 
and substantially reduced 
fertility rates in a number 
of developing countries. In 
many other countries, 
however, particularly the 
least developed ones, the 
transition to lower fertility 
has only just begun. 

Underlying the confer- 
ence emphasis on “choices 
and responsi bikies" is the 
international consensus, 
first articulated in 1968. 
that family planning is a 
human right — that indi- 
viduals and couples have 
the right “freely and re- 
sponsibly to decide the 
number and spacing of 
their children, and to have 
the information, education 
and means to do so." Other 
principles such as opposi- 
tion to discrimination and 
coercion, protection of 
vulnerable groups, national 
sovereignty and the right to 
development will help 
shape the agenda. 

Conference preparations 

Advance efforts for 
ICPD are being guided by a 
preparatory committee 
which includes all coun- 
tries. At its second session 
in May 1993, the commit- 
tee asked the conference 
secretariat to prepare a 
draft of the conference re- 
commendations. This draft 
will be debated at the pre- 
paratory committee's third 
and final session in April 
1994. 

The Cairo action plan 
will draw upon the World 
Pooulation Plan of Action 


adopted at the 1974 World 
Population Conference and 
the additional recom- 
mendations adopted by the 
1984 International Confer- 
ence on Population, among 
others, but will stand on its 
own. It will include a state- 
ment of principles, projec- 
tions of future population 
growth, and a set of 20-year 
goals for population, 
maternal mortality, infant 
mortality, life expectancy, 
education (especially for 
girls and women), gender 
equality and contraceptive 
use. Population goals will 
reflect particular regional 
and national conditions, 
and be based on freedom of 
reproductive choice. 

Separate chaptes in the 
document will describe the 
major population and de- 
velopment issues that need 
to be addressed, and will 
offer recommendations for 
action at the local, national 
and international levels. 
These issues include: 

— The close links be- 
tween population, the en- 
vironment and economic 
growth, and the need to 
take population factors into 
account in planning for sus- 
tainable development. 

— Gender equality and 
women's empowerment. 
These are central concerns 
Of ICPD in their own right, 
and. additionally, because 
improving women's status, 
educational levels and em- 
ployment prospects also 
help to reduce fertility 
levels. 

— The varied roles, com- 
position and structure of 
the family, the social in- 
stitution within which most 
child-bearing and child- 
rearing occur. 

— The rapid growth of 
world population, the di- 
versity among and within 
regions in growth rates and 
distribution, the challenges 
posed by the high propor- 
tion of young people in 
many countries' popula- 
tions. and the growing 
numbers of elderly people 
in developing countries. 

— Reproductive rights, 
and provision of voluntary 
reproductive health prog- 


rammes and family plan- 
ning. encompassing such 
issues as adolescent sexual- . 
ity. abortion, and sexually 
transmitted disease includ- 
ing HIV/AIDS. 

' — Internal shifts of 
population due to rural 1 
urban inequity, and the re- 
sulting explosion of urban 
growth. 

1 — International migra- 
tion. its causes and effects, 
and the protection of the 
rights of documented and 
undocumented migrants 
and refugees. 

Discussions at the prepa- 
ratory committee’s second 
session revealed consider- 
able consensus on many of 
these issues; ongoing dis- 
cussions in the months 
leading up to the third ses- 
sion will attempt to deepen 
agreement on others. 

The Cairo document will 
also detail the actions and 
financial resources needed 
to implement in recom- 
mendations. It will stress 
the need for research and 
training, and for informa- 
tion. eduction and com- 
munication tb raise public 
awareness of population 
and development issues. 

There is widespread 
agreement that domestic 
and international spending 
on population activities 
need to increase, and that 
governments, local com- 
munities. non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions and the private sector 
should be partners in 
population and develop- 
ment efforts. Determining 
the levels of international 
assistance required to help 
developing countries meet 
their population and de- 
velopment goals will be 
another focus of ongoing 
discussions. 

Prior to the second pre- 
paratory committee session, 
five regional conferences — 
for Asia and the Pacific, 
Africa, Europe and North 
America, the Arab World, 
and Latin America and the 
Caribbean — were held to 
review population and de- 
velopment policies and 
programmes and issue re- 
commendations for ICPD. 


For instance, the African 
countries adopted a dec- 
laration calling on govern- 
ments to accord high prior- 
ity to population matters, 
with the aim of reducing 
annual population growth 
in the region from 3 per 
cent in 1992 to 2 per cent by 
2010. 

Recommendations 

Six meeting of technical 
experts have issued find- 
ings on groups of related 
issues: population, en- 
vironment and develop- 
ment: population policies 
and programmes: popula- 
tion and women: family 
planning, health and family 
well-being: population 
growth and demographic 
structure: and population 
distribution and migration. 
The recommendations of 
the regional conferences 
and expert group meetings, 
along with inputs from 
second session of the pre- 
paratory committee and 
the 48th session of the 
U.N. General Assembly, 
will be taken into account 
in preparing the draft Cairo 
document. 

In addition, govern- 
ments. United Nations 
organisations, foundations 
and private groups are 
organising a series of round 
table meetings of experts to 
illuminate key issues in- 
cluding: women's perspec- 
tives on family planning, 
reproductive health and re- 
productive rights; the de- 
mographic and health im- 
pact of the AIDS epidemic: 
population and develop- 
ment: population, environ- 
ment and sustainable de- 
velopment; and population 
and communitication. 

In more than 100 coun- 
tries. national committees 
have begun drafting nation- 
al population reports to 
present at ICPD. Over 400 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations are also playing 
an important role in confer- 
ence preparations, gaining 
accreditation and offering 
their perspectives on the 
major issues to be addres- 
sed. - 
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Big losses as well as big 
gains possible in ‘emerging 
markets,’ IFC survey says 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — In- 
vestors in the "emerging mar- 
kets" of countries with new- 
stock exchanges cun make a 
lot of money — or they can 
lose their shins, according to 
a survey made public Sunday. 

“There is money to be 
made in the tong term." said 
lyad Matas, who manages a 
data base on 73 stock markets 
for the World Bank's Inter- 
national Finance Corporation 
ilFCK 

“But if you expect to make 
100 per cent in a year, that’s 
gambling," he said. 

A bold investor who put 
MOO into the average Polish 
stock at the start of 1993 
would have come out with 
$717.90 on Dec. 31. accord- 
ing to the IFC's "emerging 
Markets Fact Book — 1994." 

So far this year, howevet 
prices on the new exchange 
have dipped 38.1 per cent. 

There would have been an 
average pay-off $213.70 last 
year on a stock investment of 
$100 in Turkey, and more 
than 100 per cent gains in the 
Philippines. Zimbabwe. 
Hong Kong and Indonesia. 

Those figures look good to 
speculators alongside a mere 
seven per cent in the United 
States, or even the 24. b per 
cent in Japan and 33.6 per 
cent in Germany. 

Stocks in Zimbabwe went 


up 122.5 percent in 1993. but 
that was after a plunge of 
59.75 per cent in 1992. 

And anyone daring enough 
to invest in Iranian stocks last 
year would have been 
almost wiped out — an aver- 
age loss of 96.7 per cent. 
Losses in Jamaica averaged 
57.4 per cent, after stocks 
(here more than *nplcd in' 
value the year before. 

The 1993 loss in China was 
smaller, only 7.5 per cent, 
but it was over 10 per cent in 
another half dozen countries. 

All in all, 1993 wa« a re- 
cord year in rises on emerg- 
ing markets. Tire overall in- 
crease in value of stocks 
watched by the IFC 
amounted to nearly S2 for 
every $3 invested. 

The fact book adds that 
many observers concluded 
those levels of profit could 
not be maintained — and 
they were not. 

"In early 1994. corrections 
began in overvalued emerg- 
ing markets." the book says. 
“First in Asia, then in Latin 
America and Europe, enthu- 
siasm waned 3* prices drop- 
ped sharply." 

Mr. Maias said in an inter- 
view that the biggest drops 
this year have been in coun- 
tries whose markets did well 
last vear. Thev include Thai- 


land. which had a 97S per 
cent rise, and Malaysia, 
which had been up 99.5 per 
cent. 

“Now the correction have 
been made and investors are 
finding some attractive 
buys," Mr. Mala* said. 

The fact bool; says such 
corrections of high prices 
tend to be healthy, leading to 
more realistic valuations and 
encouraging investors to look 
at the long term. 

Once an investor adjusts 
tor additional risks, these 
markets offer attractive re- 
turns. it adds. 

Some of the risks can be 
calculated by comparing how 
much prices jump up and 
down on these markets, com- 
pared with what happens on 
more placid exchanges. But 
Mr. Maias said it was too 
early for this kind of 
measurement in such coun- 
tries as Russia and China, 
because data are needed for 
five years. 

Five years ago. Russia had 
nothing resembling a stock 
market and Mr. Maias said 
figures from China cover only 
about a year and a half. 

What cannot be measured, 
he pointed out. are the risks 
of political change that could 
send prices plunging — or 
soaring. 


Analysts: Crude oil price 
set to fall vs products 


AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Crude oil prices are too high 
relative to oil products like 
gasoline and diesel and will 
almost certainly fall over the 
next few weeks, oil analysts 
and dealers have said. 

World crude oil prices have 
risen by more than S4 a barrel 
since March and the ben- 
chmark North Sea Brent 
blend now stands around 
$17.25. 

But prices of many oil pro- 
ducts have risen much more 
modestly and refiners’ profits 
have been squeezed in the 
middle. 

“Refiners' margins are de- 
pressed and runs will have to 
be cut — that will put down- 
ward pressure on crude 
prices." said Steve Turner, 
analyst at Moinura Research 
Institute in London. 

Elizabeth Horne, analyst 
at Wood Mackenzie Consul- 
tants in Edinburgh agreed: 
"Crude oil prices have raced 
away with insufficient back- 
ing from oil products mar- 
kets. This is unusual for the 
time of year and I would 
expect a correction.” 

Analysis say crude and 
products markets have be- 


come dislocated in recent 
months. 

Crude oil prices have re- 
flected short-term squeezes 
in local markets and optim- 
ism over longer-term world 
oil supply-demand, while oil 
products prices have been de- 
pressed by economic reces- 
sion and’ relatively high 
stocks in the West. 

European gas ci! (diesei 
and heating oil) prices are 
now at their lowest level ver- 
sus Brent since before the 
Gulf war at a premium of 
around S3.00 a barrel and the 
comparable product -crude 
spread is just as weak in the 
U.S. and Asia. 

Even U.S. gasoline prices, 
which are traditionally high 
at this time of year and were 
very strong all through the 
spring, have begun to fall 
against U.S. light crude oil 
( wTI) prices. 

"Pan of the reason is that 
WT1 has been overvalued in 
the U.S. due to a recent 
squeeze in the American 
midwest,” said Mr. Turner. 
"WT1 prices have tended to 
reflect local supply tightness 
while overall U.S. supply has 
been good." 


“Brent is also artificially 
high in the prompt position.” 
said one London-based crude 
oil trader. "I think the mar- 
ket got a bit carried away by 
their enthusiasm with 
OPEC’s last oil production 
agreement and has forgotten 
the fundamentals.” 

Tony Machacek. futures 
broker at Credit Lyonnais 
Rouse, said the gap between 
futures prices of oil products 
and crude ft he crack spreads) 
were bound to widen in the 
next few weeks. 

"Crack spreads have 
looked undervalued for quite 
seme time and it's difficult to 
see them staying this low for 
long.” he said. “Over the 
next two months I would look 
co see the IPE (International 
Petroleum Exchange) gas ofl- 
Brent crack go out to at least 
S3.50 to $4.00 a barrel, poss- 
ibly a lot more, from $3,00 

now-.” 

Gijs van Dam. broker at 
Smith Barney Netherlands in. 
Amsterdam said the fate of 
crude oil prices would be 
determined by the world's 
refiners. 


South Asia 

finance 

ministers 

discuss 

poverty 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia called for coop- 
eration Sunday from South 
Asian countries fighting the 
region’s chronic poverty and 
the related problems of hun- 
ger. overpopulation and en- 
vironmental abuse. 

"Poverty in the region is 
still the main concern," she 
said at the opening of a two- 
day meeting of finance minis- 
ters from countries in the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC). 

“under its shadow, en- 
vironmental degradation, 
higher population problems 
and widespread hunger... 
persistently haunt,” she said. 

SAARC consists of Bang- 
ladesh, Bhutan., India, the 
Maldives. Nepal, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. 

Ms. Khaleda said the intro- 
duction of free market econo- 
mies and the adoption of 
privatisation policies by 
countries in the region, in- 
cluding Bangladesh, had cre- 
ated a greater scope for coop- 
eration. 

But she noted past efforts 
to alleviate poverty had been 
hindered by social conflicts, 
unrest and terrorism. In addi- 
tion, large numbers of the 
poverty stricken had suffered 
from natural calamities, she 
said. 

“Unfortunately, so far we 
have had limited success indi- 
vidually and collectively in 
tackling these problems,” 
Ms. Khaleda said. 

A senior government offi- 
cial said Saturday the meet- 
ing would try to formulate a 
joint strategy to help South 
Asia’s growing ranks of poor 
people. 

Lutfiillahi Majid, a secret- 
ary in the Bangladesh finance 
ministry, said the meeting 
would discuss anti-poverty 
projects adopted by member 
countries and set out a “pro- 
poor action plan” to aid up to 
500 million people. 

Indian Finance Minister 
Manmohan Singh, who is 
attending the meeting, said 
Saturday the countries in the 
region should attempt to cut 
defence spending to divert 
funds to fight poverty and 
boost economic growth. 

He said India had kept its' 
defence spending “at the 
minimum under the given 
security environment.” 

Pakistan's Economic 
Affairs Adviser V.A. 
Zafarey said “regional coop- 
eration was dogged by suspi- 
cion and lack of undemand- 
ing 

“Mistrust and bilateral 
issues obstruct the process of 
cooperation. But in the long 
run we will reach the goal,” 
he told reporters. 


Kuwait’s Future Generations 
Reserves sought to cover deficit 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
government has proposed a 
law to allow it to use money 
set aside for future genera- 
tions to cover its budget de- 
ficits. the newspaper A1 
Qabas said Sunday. 

“Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Saad Al Abdullah 
A I Sabah submitted to parlia- 
ment 9 proposal for a law that 
would allow the government 
to withdraw funds from the 
Future Generations Reserves 
to cover the state budget 
deficit." Al Qabas reported. 

Under the proposed law 
the government would be 
able to use the fund, which 
comprises most of Kuwait's 
overseas assets, to cover de- 
ficits over five vears starting 
1993/94. 

Kuwait's hedge against the 
day its oil runs out, the fund 
was launched by a 1976 de- 
cree committing the state to 
inject 10 per cent of its re- 
venues into it and banning 
withdrawals from it. 

But the fund's value, esti- 
mated at about S1G0 billion 
before Iraq's 199(3-91 occupa- 
tion of Kuwait, has now been 
halved. 


During the occupation, the 
govemment-in-exlle had to 
rely on it to provide costs 
associated with the Gulf war, 
including a S20 billion pay- 
ment towards Operation De- 
sert Storm in which the U.S.- 
led allies drove Iraqi troops 
out of Kuwait- 

Further billions have had 
to be spent on oil sector 
repairs. 

The government said it 
needed to use the fund be- 
cause of an "unexpected fall 
in the oil prices" and the 
financial burdens resulting 
from the Iraqi occupation. Al 
Oabas reported. 

“It has become difficult to 
provide the funds necessary 
to cover the large state ex- 
penditure by depending on 
the state general reserves," it 
quoted the proposal's ex- 
planatory memorandum as 
saying. 

The emirate's 1993/94 
budget deficit has been offi- 
cially estimated at 1.223 bil- 
lion dinars ($4.1 billion). 

The government's prop- 
osed 1994/95 budget would 
leave a net deficit of 1.853 


billion ($6.28 billion) though 
the government and parlia- 
ment’s economic affaire com- 
mittee agreed last week on 
cuts of 350 million dinars 
($1.18 billion). 

The Al Shall Consultancy 
said Saturday that the deficit 
cut plan was not enough to 
save the emirate from future 
financial problems and de- 
scribed it as a modest effort. 

The economic committee 
of the emirate’s Supreme 

Planning Council said that 
without reforming the state- 
orchestrated economy the 
budget deficit would grow by 
almost 50 per cent by the year 
2000 and the dinar would be 
seriously affected. 

Finance Minister Nasser al 
Rodhan said Saturday the 
emirate plans a gradual re- 
duction in its budget deficit to 
zero by the year 2000. 

Any "spending cuts will be 
politically sensitive. Kuwaitis 
are accustomed to an all- 
enveloping welfare state that 
provides public services free 
or at minimal cost and gov- 
ernment jobs for virtually all 
nationals who want one. 


Dollar expected to fall 
today after G-7 inaction 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
dollar was likely to take a 
further fall on world ex- 
change markets Monday, af- 
ter the Group of Seven (G-7) 
summit this weekend took no 
steps to protect it, but Lon- 
don analysts said they did not 
expect to see a dramatic 
plunge. 

The G-7 economic state- 
ment issued Saturday in Na- 
ples made no mention of the 
dollar, which has been plum- 
meting in world markets de- 
spite central bank interven- 
tion. U.S. officials said the 
dollar should be judged on 
the basis of overall economic 
performance, which was 
healthy. 

“It was expected they 
•wouldn't talk about the dpl- 


The dollar had fallen to 
1.5580 marks in London Fri- 
day evening, its lowest rate 
since April 1993. Against the 
Japanese currency, the his- 
toric low o? 95 yen seemed to 
hold. 

Analysis say the market 
should show some caution 
ahead of publication of U.S. 
inflation figures Tuesday and 
Wednesday as high inflation 
could prompt the Federal Re- 
serve I Fed) central bank to 
raise interest rates, especially 
after the marked fail in U.S. 
unemployment announced 
Friday. 

“The Fed needs to pui up 
its rates, but it wants to do it 
on domestic considerations 
and doesn't want to be seen 


- as only trying to support the 
- dollar. TheHrifiatiofi numbers' 


lar.” 'commented Peter Lux 

tori, analyst at Barclays Could give ri good pretext. 


Ban £7 “Last week monetary 
authorities kept repeating 
there was nothing to expect 
from the Naples summit, so 
the marker is probably not 
too surprised." 

■ AH the same, “there had 
been short coverings ahead of 
the weekend and they are 
probably going to close these 
positions on Monday.” he 
added. 

Christian Dunis, economist 
at Chemical Bank, felt G-Ts 
inaction “will not provoke a 
dramatic plunge of the dollar 
but will maintain pressure on 
the greenback in the coming 
weeks.” 

The U.S. currency could 
fall to 1.55 German marks 
Monday and continue head- 
ing for 1.50 marks, he said. 


said Mr. Luvton. 

The market is ei 
price rises of between 0.2 and 
0.3 per cent for June. If 
inflation reaches 0.4 per cent 
“the Fed could push up its 
interest rates 3nd the shock 
could allow the dollar to 
bounce back.’* said Mr. 
Dunis. 

An increase of a quarter to 
a half percentage point in the 
interbank rate, currently at 
4.25 per cent, “is already 
more of less taken into 
account by the market.” said 
Mr. Dunis. “It will take an 
increase of at least three- 
auarters to have an effect on 
the dollar.” 

Commentators do not rule 
out the possibility that the 
Americans obtained prom- 


THE BETTER HALF 




By Gfasbergen 





Peanuts 


“Love doesn’t last forever... 
so you have to make a fresh 
supply every day!" 




I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by M enrt Arnold and ttfo Arc Won 


Unscramble tnese four Jum&ics. 
one lotto r to each square. to form 
lour ordinary words. 



■g 

mmwm 

mu 


■9 


Ifs a real gem 

~,.f' .J 


SEGUS 

m 


13170351 


las 

ai 





narxly 


'.'/HAT MCM 
USSP CN TH5 
KNlTTSj? SW5STSR. 


Now arrange the circled Alters to 
arswer, as sc:;- 
abeve aartocn 


S 1 _ r" - t- vj “1 Now arrange the 
' tCrm the Sunrise 

^ N , 4 J geiiod bv the ahe 


(Answers tomorrow) 


Andy Capp 



I DONT-rALWff/S 
LET/KV CONSCIENCE 

BE/vrveuiDe 




MuttVJeff 


T^ERB ARE A GOOD 
NUMBER OF MILLIONAIRES 
IN OUR COUNTRY/- 
_ WISH WE COULD 
BECOME MILLIONAIRES/ 



If SURE rtfS POSSIBLE, Nf 
r BUT WEGCrrrA FIGURE 
OUT HOW/ NOW LETfe 
TrilNK HOW We CAN 
55C0ME MILLIONAIRES 



let’s BOTH 
GET A oC 3 
AND GOTO 
WORK* rj 




ises from their G-7 partners 
about a new central bank 
intervention. 

On June 27, 17 central 
banks intervened together on 
the world currency markets 
by buying dollare, but failed 
to rally the currency. 

“If die plunge should get 
out of hand, the central 
banks could intervene again 
to reduce market volatility,” 
said Mr. Dunis. 

Mr. Luxton felt the G-7 
inaction could increase vola- 
tility, however. 


Egyptian 
parties set 
terms for 
privatisation 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s poli- 
tical parties have set condi- 
tions for privatisation and 
said the government might 
have to slow the pace of 
privatisation in order to meet 
them. 

The economic committee 

of a multiparty "national dia- 
logue" said the privatisation 
programme should ensure: 

— That Egyptians continue 
to own key sectors of the 
economy and that there are 
rules for bringing in fore- 
igners 

— That public sector com- 
panies are sold at a fair price 
and essentially through the 
stock exchange. 

— That the rights of work- 
ers in the companies are re- 
spected. 

“Those meeting were of 
the opinion that adhering to 
these principles may some- 
times require extending the 
period needed for transfer- 
ring ownership of public pro- 
jects to the private sector,” 
the committee's report said. 

"In this case efforts should 
concentrate on improving the 
efficiency of these projects,” 
it added. 

The government says it 
already observes these three 
principles in its privatisation 
programme, which has begun 
to pick up speed after a slow 
start. 

So far assets worth-biHions" 
of dollars have been offered 
for sale but only three com- 
panies have in fact been 
transferred to private own- 
ership. 

The report said only one of 
the parties, the leftist Tagam- 
mu Party, opposed the whole 
principle of privatisation, 
saying the government 
should instead reform the 
public sector. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY JULY II, 1994 

by Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
A new approach 10 old ideas 
makes things in general work- 
out more successful}!. Be logic- 
al. Make time for personal 
pleasure and go ahead with 
your vacation commitment 
that isn't dependent upon 
others. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Do nothing that could cause a 
severance of connections with 
an associate. Be sure to keep 
an important appointment 
with a bigwig. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) Concentrate on the future 
and then make concrete plans 
to improve it. Take modem 
treatments to improve your 
health and appearance. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Try a new approach with 
friends and reach a better 
understanding with them. 
Know what is expected of you 
by associates and dose friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) You have to be 
tactful and dear thinking to 
patch up a problem of long 
standing. Take no risks with 
money at this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You can get along beuer with 
associates by adopting a new 
attitude. Take no chances with 
one who has harmed you in the 
past. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study your . 
duties well and figure out a 


way to handle them more" effi- 
ciently. . Don't do anything 
.which could anger a loved one. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Use a different 
approach in a civil maner and 
get excellent results. Avoid 
one who is detrimental to your 
best interests. 

SCORPIO: (Octob er 23 to 
November 21) Make "tasks a 
keynote in your acthwk 
day and accomplish a great 
deal. Not a good day to engage 
in new outlets. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Be extra 
patients in the face of any 
pressure today and you win 
out. Strive for greater prestige 
in civic matters you are in- 
volved in. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20 J Be tactful with 
family members and maintain 
harmony at home. Take no 
chances with a well-known 
troublemaker you are involved 
with. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 10 
February 19) Use good judge- 
ment in the handling of prob- 
lems connected with regular 
routines. Come to a better 
understanding with a loved 
one. 

PISCES: t February 20 to 
March 20) Y our monetary' pro- 
wess is better now than for 
some time so make the most of 
this now. Obtain data you 
need from the right sources. 


* 


THE Daily Crossword b»C F. Murray 


ACROSS 

■ stay 

SSmoa.'a 
9 Isolated rod- 

13 Fitzgerald 

14 Ctffvarg 

15 Fire prat 

16 Christmas 
Kflrtf 

18 Numerical prefix 

19 Afternoon pany 

30 T oegf. preaerr. 

31 Paced 

23 — 8* macnina 

24 Scutotor's work 
2SPraune 

mqrsjSera 
28 Sense 
impressions 

31 Declaim 

32 BatCe 

33 Noietfo time 

34 Sear at atr 
33 Moby OcVt 

36 Mine entrance 
3,7 — Alamos 

38 Cktpbs. in a way 

39 Go o 
AOUnsutheo 
<2 Come — 

(happen) 

<3 Leaves ovt 
•u cows chew 
mem 
45 Ann ai 

47 Kind ol wresting 
43 Sort 
SICK 

52 Pres<flamai 
Storage 

55 On»f< S 
neigftbor 

56 Stain 

57 Tin 

58 Hor*y beverage 

59 Neck pan 

60 Trad.ng earner 

DOWN 

1 Shed tears 

2 Hans cream 
addruve 

3 Hip bones 

4 Lignt Drown 

5 Jam m£re£ar.i 
flEng salesman 
7 Yeke 



tiUtti Trtxn* U*fr« Safeco, mz 

MRVBftasaivM 


» Upright fah 

9 taste 

10 Reference work 
ti Funny Johnson 

12 Crucifix 

14 Bioiog« 
category 
17 0a Greek 
theater 
aruetwe 

22 Span 

23 Computer meat 

24 Ducks 

25 0a opus 

26 Mistake 

27 Constellation 
2fi Aircraft 

ZS Pares 
30 Glia 
32 Gabs 

35 Big -Dana leaser. 
Paid 

36 High peaks 
38 Move 
39abocaicey 

41 Gmnea 

42 Swollen 


□nnnn anran nnnn 
nnnnn nnrua nnnn 
onHBnnHnnni nnnn 
HQiTT orano DinnfmH 
norm 

nnrnnmo nnoonnnn 
angn Qnnrc nnno 
raonn Rnnnn nnrm 
HESS nrcnn nnnn 
□nnnmnno ddbouci 
RDEU3 HE1HH 

amnEmn nnran nnn 
nnran nnmnnnnnnn 
nano nnnra .Pinranra 
nrtftB fthod nranraG 


« Pretty one 
45 (ntarmstaq 
word 

4 a withered 

47 uquia spilled 

48 No ton 


45 Dissembler 
50 German 


53 Grape, e.g. 

54 Shade 
tree 
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Foreign Exchange Market 
Summary 

(July 4- July 7, 1994) 

AMMAN— -The dollar depredated against all other major 
currencies at the end of last week, especially against the 
mark. It ended the week 2.27 per cent lower against the 
mark, 0.75 per cent lower against sterling and 0.70 per cent 
lower against the yen. 

As New York dosed on the 4th of July holiday Monday, 
the U.S. unit rose against major European currencies, 
while retreating slightly against the yen. Reports indicated 
that trading volume was thin ahead of the FOMC (Federal 
Open Market Committee) meeting the next day, and the 
G-7 summit and the U.S. unemployment report utter in the 
week. Meanwhile, the dollar was affected negatively 
against the yen by marie sales for yen. 

On Tuesday, the dollar witnessed a relapse, however. It 
declined against the mark and other European currencies 
after expectations of a plan to rescue the falling dollar 
during the G-7 summit starting on Friday 8/7/94, was 
shaken. The plan was expected to support the dollar by 
miring U.S. short-term interest rates, whQe decreasing 
Germany's and Japan's simultaneously. Two announce- 
ments undermined the possibility of snefa a plan. 

The first announcement came from an adviser to the 
German chancellor, who said that the dollar's decline 
against the yen is more serious than its decline against 
European currencies. The second announcement came 
from the European Economic Affairs Commissioner, who 
reportedly said that he does not see scope for a useful 
discussion about the dollar's exchange rates during die 
summit. 

On the other hand, expectations of a rise in U.S. 
short-term interest rates, during the FOMC meeting on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, stemmed the dollar's decline. 

The U.S. unit con tinned its retreat against major 
European currencies Wednesday, while remaining stable 
against the yen. It retreated to 1.5650 marks during trading 
hours, its lowest level against German currency since April, 
when it became apparent that the Fed intends to keep 
interest razes unchanged in the short-run. The change in 
sentiment came after two days of FOMC meetings without 
declaration of monetary tightening moves, contrary to the 
expectations of a large segment in the market. 


The dollar rose above its lowest level against the mark 
later that day however, on news that France was interested 
in finding a plan to support the dollar during the G-7 
summit. Interest in such a plan was expressed by the 
French prime minister, who said that monetary matters will 
be a central issue in the summit. 

The U.S. unit declined against the mark and yen 
Thursday, while rising against sterling. It retreated ahead 
of the G-7 summit and the American employment report, 
(hie the next day. Meanwhile, reports imficated that 
expectations of support to the dollar during the G-7 summit 
are decreasing as the summit approaches. In the meantime, 
the dollar rose slightly during trading hours, after the U.S. 
treasury secretary said that the U.S. administration wants a 
stronger dollar. 

The dollar depredated substantially against other major 
currendes Friday. It declined to 1.5580 marks during 


Abu Dhabi presses on with giant gas projects 


trading hours, its lowest level against the German currency 
in twenty months, after the U.S. June employment report 
revealed a substantial increase of 379 thousand in non-farm 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf emirate of Abu Dhabi is 
pressing ahead with muhi- 
bilKon-dollar gas projects to 
meet the needs of its 
Japanese clients despite weak 
o3 prices, an official report 
has said. 

One of the two main pro- 
jects, doubling the capacity 
of Das liquefaction plant, has 
almost been completed while 
the other project at the giant 
onshore Bab field will be 
finished at the end of 1995, 


said the report by the Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company 
(ADNOC). 

The Bab expansion is part 
of an ambitious long-term 
onshore gas development 
(OGD) programme 
approved in 1991 by the Sup- 
reme Petroleum Council, 
which runs the huge energy 
sector in Abu Dhabi. 

Development of Bab field 
was launched early that year 
and it will nearly quadruple 
the output capadfy of its 


payrolls. The report struck fear of inflationary pressure 
developing in the U.$., causing further declines in U.S. 
bond prices, as well as dollar exchange rates. 

The U.S. unit declined further against the mark on 
comments from U.S. President Clinton that the doQai's 
exchange rate against the mark is not low by historical 
standards. The comment triggered expectations that the 
U.S. admizristratiou will not intervene to support its 
currency. 

The u.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5610 marks and 
98.06 yen, while sterling ended it at $1.5495. 


Date: 70/7/7994 


"Currency 
ILS. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen* 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 
Belgian Franc 


0.5223 


0.1227 



Habshan treatment plant to 
1.86 billion cubic feet (55.8 
million cubic metres) per day 
from 540 million cubic feet 
(16.2 million cubic metres) 
per day, ADNOC said. 

“The project will also in- 
crease condensate recovery 
from 5,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) to 131.000 b/d, mostly 
for export," it added. 

It did not mention costs of 
the project but industry 
sources, said more than $1 
billion had been allocated for 
OGD programme. 

The project indudes in- 
stallation of three production 
trains to process assodated 
and non-associated gas from 
the field. 

Bab is one of the biggest oil 
and gas fields in the world, 
with an estimated area of 
1300 square kilometres (480 
square miles), nearly 16 times 
the area of Abu Dhabi city, 
according to industry 
sources. 

It has 389 wells, including 
128 produdng wells in the 
upper oil zone, 20 wells in the 
upper gas zone and seven 
wells in the lower gas zone. 

The field, about 85 
kilometres (53 miles) south- 
west of Abu Dhabi, is oper- 
ated by the Abu Dhabi Com- 
pany for Onshore Oil Opera- 
tions (ADCO), which has 
completed a project to boost 
its oil output capadty-to near- 
ly 350,000 b/d, becoming one 
of the top five oil fields in the 
Gulf. 

Offshore, ADNOC said it 
had completed development 
of Umm Shaif field to supply 
the Abu Dhabi Gas Liquefac- 
tion Company (ADGAS) 
with an additional 650 million 
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SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 
Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many^ villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For ignore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TdL 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open rignfiy 
From 900 PW- 
Excapt Tuesday dosed 
. World Cup coverage 
via sataffite 

Atnaiui of defldoua snacks 
Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Ifiddfe Bari Hotel - Shmeaau 




We have all types cf 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V.;W.M. Fief., Audios, V.C.. 
T.V. with video, Fax, Pianos 

DUTYFREE 

BU BO OOTWOO 

Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. TeL* 696190/1/2 
F&E (9626) 696193 
P.O. Box 850236 
Amman - Jordan 
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Extensive Travel 
Services for 
Businessmen and 
Expatriates 

Phone 616217, Fax. 654769 
P. 0. Box 183764 Amman - Jordan 
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Ideal Residence For 


The Official Car & Truck 
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TO :698 131 
Faxr673 312 

/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yannouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kiio 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bariwque for 
- Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

| ' Come and lasteour 

, . „ specialities 

Open daily 12M - 3:30 pan. 
630 - Midnight 

V Air Conditioned HaH / 


J*o._ 

2nd. Circle - Jabal Amman 
opp. French loaf 

Tel.653482 



The fhst& best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 . 
p.m. 

7.-00 — MidnigEt 

Tet.S39969 
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SANABiEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


SZEEHWAN CARDENS/ 
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Time Out Bar ! ! 
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Terrace 

A casual place, friendly 
atmosphere in a unique 
garden setting. 

>****%. 

Lunch, teatime and dinner 
are served from 1 1 ,00 am 
till 11.45 p.m. 

3rd circle, Jabal Amman 
Td. 643216 


SELECT HOTEI 



cubic feet (19.5 million cubic 
metres) per day of natural gas . 
for its third production train. 

It said the SI trillion project 
would double capacity to five 
million tonnes of liquefied 
gas per year. 

"The project was in an 
advanced state of construc- 
tion by the end of 1993, with 
commissioning due in the 
second quarter of this year,” 
it said. 

The project, involving the 
biggest production line in the 
world, was prompted by 
growing consumption in 
Japan. Officials said all the 
output would be supplied to 
die Tokyo Electric Produc- 
tion Company (TEPCO) 
under a 25-year] contract 
signed in 1993. 1 

An associated project in- 
volves building four gas tank- 
era in Japan at a cost of 
around $600 million. 

The gas expansions were 
also prompted by a surge in . 
domestic demand as the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
pressed ahead with plans to 
replace oil, with gas in operat- 
ing its power stations as a 
cleaner source of energy. 

Consumption rose from 
154,000 equivalent b/d in 
1988 to 230,000 b/d while gas 
production totalled 1.S2 bil- 
lion cubic feet (54.7 million 
cubic metres) per day in 
1993. according to official fi- 
gures. 

Abu Dhabi is the main oil 
producer in the UAE and 
controls most of its gas re- 
serves of 5.6 trillion cubic 
metres (186.6 trillion cubic 
feet), the fourth biggest in 
the world after those in Rus- 
sia, Iran and Qatar. 

Office rents 
expected to 
continue 
rising in 
China 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The cost of renting an office 
in Beijing will rise by 10-15 
per cent by the end of the 
year and the increase in 
Shanghai will be nearly as 
much, property consultants 
Richard Ellis Ltd, have said. 

Ellis, in its latest China 
Property Report, said that 
rents in the Chinese capital 
had already risen by 30-40 
per cent in the last 12 
months. The average rent of 
a typical office was $50 per 
square metre ($4.65 per 
square foot). 

The report said that rents 
in Beijing would rise by 
another 10-15 per cent by the 
end of this year. 

Prime office space in the 
much-sought-after China 
World Trade Centre was 
being, rented for $70 per 
square metre. This made 
Beijing one of the five most 
expensive cities in the world 
in which to locate an office. 

That compared with an 
average office rent of $26 five 
years ago in the aftermath of 
the bloody army suppression 
of the Tiananmen Square 
democracy protests. 

“Now that China is back in 
favour, there are simply, not 
enough offices in the Chinese 
capital city’s under- 
developed property market 
to accommodate all the fore- 
ign offices,” wrote Richard 
Ellis director Dominic 
Leung. 

“The acute space shortage 
will not end any time soon,” 
he added. “Few new build- 
ings will be completed before 
early 1995.” 

In Shanghai, where offices 
were being rented for $40- $66 
per square metre, only 16,800 
square metres of new office 
space were becoming avail- 
able each year. This was ab- 
out half of what was re- 
quired. 

The most-expensive site 
was the centrally-located 
Shanghai Centre where space 
cost S84-S96 per square 
metre. 

The shortage in Shanghai 
would be eased to some ex- 
tent by conversion of old 
buildings into office space. 
However, sites on the water- 
front Bund, which was the 
East Asian equivalent of 
Wall Street before the Com- 
munists took power in 1949 
takeover, would probably 
command top prices. 

Mr. Leung’ said that some 
foreign companies in Beijing 
were avoiding paying high 
rents by taking space m mid- 
range hotels which had con- 
verted some of their rooms 
specifically for commercial 
clients. 

Others might look to the 
suburbs if they did not mind 
the inconvenience, or decide 
to purchase an office outright 
if they were prepared to stay 
in China for a long time. 

The last option is to avoid 
China for the time being. 
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Brazil win thriller 
against the Dutch 


Spain unable to make a 
killing stab when needed 


DALLAS, Texas — In a 
pulsating thrill-a-minute 
second-half Brazil overcame 
the Netherlands 3-2 here 
Saturday to book a World 
Cup semi-final berth against 
either Romania or Sweden in 
Los Angeles. 

It is the first time for 16 
years the three-time world 
champions have made it 
through to the final four, a 
fact not lost on the team's 
often-criticised coach Carlos 
Alberta Parreira. 

"I am super happy. For the 
first time in so many years 
Brazil is back in the semifinal 
of the World Cup." said Par- 
reira, who was roundly booed 
by the Brazilian fans before 
the match. 

“The fans should feel 
thankful to have seen such a 
match. We have only two 
games left now," added the 
confident Parreira. 

Left- back Branco, recalled 
for the suspended Leonardo, 
smashed in a 30- metre free- 
kick winner 10 minutes from 
time after the Netherlands 


had pulled back a two-goal 
defiat. 


Romano and Bebeto bad 
put the triple world Cham- 


' pious ahead but Dennis Berg- 
kamp made it 2-1 and Aron 


kamp made it 2-1 and Aron 
Winter headed a 76th minute 
equaliser. 

Brazil had only conceded 
one goal in their four pre- 
vious games and it was a close 
run thing for the Brazilians 
who were trying to avenge 


their defeat by the Dutch 20 
years ago when they last met 
in the tournament. 

A flash of Brazilian magic 
in the 51st minute set up the 
start of the goal feast that had 
the 60,000 plus crowd en- 
thralled. 

An 30-metre pass from 
Aldair to Bebeto on the left 
caught the Dutch defence 
flat-footed and before they 
knew what was happening 
the ball was at the feet of 
Romario who shot past a 
helpless Ed De Goey. 

It was exactly the start Bra- 
zil wanted after a listless 
opening 45 minutes that saw 
both teams struggle to try and 
and put anything together. 

Four minutes after Romar- 
io’s goal Bebeto nearly made 
it two when he cut into the 
box on the right but his shot, 
which had De Goey well 
beaten, caught the far post 
and went out for a goal-tick. 

Bebeto finally got the goal 
he deserved in the 62nd mi- 
nute when he ran onto Bran- 
co’s header, slipped a sliding 
tackle from Dutch hard man 
Jan Wouters, rounded De 
Goey and cooly slipped the 
bail home. 

He was joined by Mazinho 
and Romario on the sidelines 
and all three cradled their 
arms and made a rocking 
motion to celebrate Bebeto’s 
new baby. 

“That goal was for my new 
son, who was bom only two 
days ago," said Romario 


afterwards. 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 

In Shmei&ani m a 2 floor bldg . consists of three bedrooms (one 
master), three bathrooms, sitting room, dining room, salon and 
kitchen. Has a separate central healing, water well, cohered 
garage, intercom, elevator, telephone. T.v . video Location next 
to the Health Club of Tyche Hotel. 

Contact 664082 


Attend the American Society for Civil Engineers 
Saudi Arabian Section ( ASCE - SAS 1 
FIRST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

COORGANIZED BY 
The American University of Beirut 
Faculty of Engineering And Architecture 
Engineering and Architecture Alumni Chapter 
Under the theme of 

” advanced technology in 
CIVIL ENGINEERING " 

In Manama . Bahrain . on the IS - 20 Sept. 1994 
Engineers . Sponsors & Exhibitors 
are urged to participate 

For Information Contact : 


Dr. NABIL Z. BOULOS 
f Tel. No. 661833 Fax No. 6S57S0 
P O.Box: 9140 Amman - Jordan 


AN 

For cleaning services 

We clean wall-to-wall carpeting, carpets, couches and 


armchairs. 

We clean and sterilise water tanks and water wells and 
dean wax floors. 

Wc also harb-wiro farm lands, plots of lands and farms. 

Tel.: 615114 


FURNISHED VILLA TO LET 


3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms. 2 salons, sitting 
room, dining room, swimming pool, central 
heating, solar heater, garage, telephone. TV. 
rower, garden. 

Suitable for diplomatic mission. 

Location: Abdulla Ghosheh St. Jabal Amman 
7th Circle 

Interested only calf 861730 



uick one- 
1 looking 


two the Dutch, still looking 
for their first ever World Cup 
trophy, managed to silence 
die tens of thousands of 
samba-dancing Brazilian fan* 
in the Cotton Bowl when 
Bergkamp polled one back. 

Bergkamp, who has been 
the Netherlands* most 
dangerous striker in the 
tournament, got between two 
defenders on the left: inside 
the box and made no mistake 
as he hit it past a diving 
Taffarel. 

The goal spurred the 
Netherlands forward and 
Brazil’s defence started to 
creak. During a stoppage for 
an injury to Bebeto, Brazi- 
lian coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira took the time to tell 
his captain Donga in no un- 
certain terms to tighten 
things up at the back. 

But despite the orders the 
Dutch continued to pile the 
pressure on and a vicious 30 
metre shot from Winter 
forced a great diving save 
from Taffarel. It was his first 
save since the last group 
match with Sweden. 

Minutes later Donga, un- 
able to keep up with Wim 
Jonk as he broke for goal, 
was forced to grab the Dutch- 
man’s jersey and collect a 
yellow card. 

The Brazilian defence 
filially cracked when from a 
Marc Overmars comer Win- 
ter powered home a header 
to level die score. 

Now the Dutch fans were 
in full voice in a match that 
had turned into a thrill-a- 
minute as both rides desper- 
ately searched for the winner. 
Even the sun, which bad 
been hidden by storm douds 
that had swept into the area 
early in the morning, sudden- 
ly came out. 

But Branco silenced them 
in the 80th minute and put 
Brazil bade in front with a 
blistering 30-metre free-kick 
that flashed between two 
players, unrighting the unfor- 
tunate De Goey. 

Hie free tide was awarded 
when Branco collapsed theat- 
rically under a challenge from 
Jonk and Winter. 

“I trust my goal will finally 
shut-up my critics,”’ said 
Branco afterwards. “Hie 
goal allowed me to repay my 
teammates who have stood 
by me.” 

“I am by nature an optim- 
ist and I showed today I am 
fit enough to be part of the 
starting team. I'm thrilled 
we’re going to Los Angeles,” 
be added. 


FOXBORO, Mass. (AP) — 
Now if Spam hadhsda 
Romario or B ebe t o, fr -Waald 
almost certahdy hm been 
Italy going home ilKeid. 
Wim just three minutes to 


lei- blow. They la cked- sofoe- 
onc who corid be-goraotfevd 
puncture iSse ItHEftfiS wferisa 
h wastBorittoeded-Soiiusjtie 
like Brazil RottWSb or Be- 


ing all I could do was hit it 
wim my leg,” he said. 

Luck bypassed the Spa- 
niards again in the final 
second men forward Luis 


Wim lust mree minutes to 
go and Spain dcnmltazfag xftd 
missing chances in &aturaay , s 


missing chances in Saturday’* 
World Cup quarfertBial, 
once again proved how ktlM 
it can be given even the most 
minute opportunity. 

Ota a midfield breakaway r . 
Roberto Baggio burst 
through to score the winner 
and send the Spaniards pack- 
ing on the end of a 2-1 loss. 

Four minutes earlier gang- 
ly striker Jnbo Safinas Had 
only Italian goalkeeper Gian- 
tuca PagHuca to beat from 
seven metres out. 

He fumbled and Spain 
threw away its chance to go 
into ffie lead and secure its 
first semifinal berth since 
1950. 

Once again the Spaniards 
let slip a golden chance to live 
up to its name as a true soccer 
power and knock Italy from 
its throne. 

The comparison with body 
favoured Barcelona getting 
massacred 4-0 by AC Milan 
in the prized European 
Champions Cup in May was 
not lost on anyone. 

Spain lacked that final til- 


UeTo, Bttfgaria’s 'HmtO Enrique Martinez was set to 
Strichko«...or Ra]y , t'B«imio. . intercept a lobbing pass dial 
Hns was Spmn y s tbnriftune could have produced a 


til stage in ride 


Depression waslnigem the 
Spanish camp as it dawnfed on 
them just how dost dfcybad 
been. 

“This was a fabulous 

opportunity, ” said nxkffielder 
Andoni Goflcoetxea. “I drink 
it will be a long dine before 
we get another die like it.” 

Salinas and 'goalkeeper 
Andoni Zubizaireta were 
Mro of the most criticised 


Clemente and some feel it 
was these two who lost the 
game. 

H It would not be fair (to 
blame Salinas). We have to 
be comprehensive when peo- 
ple make mistakes,” said 

Clemente afterwards. “I still 

don’t understand it, Salinas 
doesn’t normally miss sitters . 
like that but today he was 
unlucky.” • 

The player himself felt luck 
had deserted him. 

“The goalkeeper came out 
well but with the ball bonne- 


Italy will make final, 
says Norway coach 


DALLAS (R) — Italy will 
reach the World Cup final, 
where they will probably 
meet Sweden, predicts Nor- 
way coach Egil Olsen. 

But although Roberto Bag- 
gio's late goals against Spam 
ui Saturday's quarterfinal and 
against Nigeria have earned 
Italy a place in the semifinals, 
Olsen, recognised as a 
shrewd tactician, says he has 
not been impressed with the 
European player of the year. 

“Italy played very well 
against us, and they are a 
very difficult team to play 
against,” said Olsen, who 
took ' Norway to the finals 
for the first time since 1938. 

.“And they were far, far 
better .than Nigeria in the 
second round. There was a 
very big difference' between 
them. 

“They have also had a lot 
of hick amt you need char to 
reach the final. They had it 
against us and again today 
against Spain in the quarter- 
final. 

“Bui I have not been im- 


DELUXE FURNISHED APAKIMEMl 


in Shmeisani, near Commodore Hotel. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, living & dining rooms. 2 verandas & large 
kitchen & garage. 

For more Information call 667864 everyday be- 
tween 9-12 a.m. 


VILLA FOR RENT 


WHEN YOU THINK 
of Daily live 

& FRESH FISH 
AT A PRICE YOU 


Shmeisani - next to Safeway. 
600m 2 , 3 floors. 

Tel.: 603368 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHA1NA 



Consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, L-shaped 
salon and dining room, central heating, telephone, 
deluxe furniture, new building. Suitable for diplomat. 

Please call tel. 820259 — 826493 


CALL THE SAILOR 
TEL: 606940 
ALABDALl 
NEXT TO JETT- 


JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB: 676 
TEL: 659859 


the american language center 


IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
6 August 1994 - 26 September ?994 session 

Adult English courses 

Classes are held at 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.; 11:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m.; 2:15 
p.m, - 4:15 p.m,; 4:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Each course is 80 academic hours. 

Introduction to English 

General English Skills. Levels 1-6 

Conversation 1 , Level 6 

TOEFL 1, Level 6 

Conversation 2, Level 7 

Business Writing. Level 7 

Advanced Academic Reading 

and Listening Level 8 

Placement Test and Registration: 

New students should take a placement test and register on July 13. 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., or 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Please call 659-859 for more information. 


take a shine 


Keeping it simple. 

Fine Jewellers 
gold - gems - style. 


£& Dajani Jewellers 


Amra Hotel Shops — Amman. 












ANNOUNCES. 


Hie Start of its LCL Containers Groupage service from 
GERMANY to AQABA directly 
for more information kindly ain 
* NEAR EAST Maritime Agency CO . LTD 
TEL ( 687191 ) 

FAX ( 687193 ) 

TLX (23964) 


second equaliser, bat be was 
knocked in the face and- 
grounded by Maura Tassotti. 

“Luis Enrique had his nose 
broken. I think it should have 
been a dear penalty but the 
referee decided to ignore it 
totally,” said Clemente. 

Luis Enrique with a plaster 
covering most of his face was 
in no mood to talk to repor- 
ters. 

But if the referee made 
errors so too did the Spa- 
niards, and none greater than 
in allowing Baggio’s goal. 

“In football there’s always 
mistakes. That second goal 
was genuinely a superb coun- 
terattack which caught us by 
surprise with only four men 
in the back,” said Clemente. 
“I agree it was very lament- 
able.” 

“I don't know what went 
wrong in the midfield, but 
they told us that Baggio was 
offside, maybe it was that,” 
said Jose Luis Caminero who 
scored Spain’s only goal in 
the 59th minute. 



Spain’s Jon Andoni Goiko et x e a (L) and Josep Gnardlola 
embrace as they leave the fidd after losing their World Cap 
quarterfi nal match to Italy 1-2. Goikoetxea carries the shirt 
of Italy’s Roberto Donation! (AFP photo) 


G-7 summit shaken by 


massive soccer roar 


pressed by Baggio. He has 
scored two important goals, 
but he has missed some good 
chances. And when he goes 
one-on-one he does not have 
the skiff to beat the player.” 

He said most of the teams 
remaining in the tournament 
were capable of reaching the 
final, with perhaps the excep- 
tion of Bulgaria, but he 
plumped for Sweden to meet 
Italy because of their all- 
round balance. 

“They are good enough to 
beat anyone, and they have a 
good balance throughout the 
team. Martin Dahlin is good 
with the ball in the box and is 
scoring goals, and they al- 
ways pose a danger- from 
midfield, where they are very 
creative,” he, said. 

^Stefan Schwarz and Jonas 
Them are very itrotig defen- 
sively in midfield, arid they 
play a flat back four zonal 
defence which is mudiharder 
to break down than man- - 
marking. ' " 

‘ “I think the difference be- 
tween the teams is growing 
smaller and with a little luck 
any one of the sides still left 
in could make tile final.” 


NAPLES. Italy (Agencies) 
— A deafening cheer went up 
at the Group of Seven sum- 
mit in Naples when Italy took 
a 1-0 lead in their World Cup 
soccer quarterfinal against 
Spain Saturday. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand, who was holding 
a news conference in the 
ornate Royal Palace summit 
venue at the time, was 
momentarily drowned out by 
the roar. 

Whispered consultations 
with his foreign minister fol- 
lowed and Mr. Mitterrand 
ventured that Italy might 
have taken the lead. He 
offered to cut short his news 
conference so that reporters 
conld watch the match, 
saying ‘it .would . free you, 
and me too.” 

Italian Prime Minister Sil- 
vio Berlusconi, owner of soc- 
cer champions AC Milan, 
had just ended his news con- 
ference with the words “I 
believe in the new Italian 
miracle” when player Dino 
Baggio strode his 26th minnte 
goal. 

Informed by a journalist 
that Italy had scored — as if 
be couldn't tell from the 
dicers — the media tycoon 
flashed an even wider than 
normal smile and replied: 
“Miracles are a contagious 
tiring.” Italy went on to win 
the match 2-1. 

As Berlusconi rushed off 
from a news conference at 
the economic summit, an 
aide whispered in bis ear the 


real news of the day: Dino 
Baggio had scored. 

The first day of the summit 
in the hushed, gilded rooms 
of the Palazzo Reale was 
ending. But Naples and the 
rest of this soccer-obsessed' 
country were in the grip of 
World Cup fever. 

Everywhere Neapolitans 
huddled around flickering 
television sets placed intide 
and outside coffee bars. 
Several hundred Italian re- 
porters, technicians and gov- 
ernment officials crowded 
around a television, in a press 
tent in-a palace courtyard — 
even during Mr. Berlusconi's 
press conference. 
•Soldiers patrolling 
cordoned-off sheets around 
the palace shook their fist in 


triumph' when people' 1 frdm : 
windows shouted after 


windows shouted after 
Roberto Baggio (Dino’s un- 
related teammate) scored Ita- 
ly’s second goal. The few 
official cars allowed honked 
their horns. 

Interest rates, the dollar, 
economic aid — it all became 
irrelevant when the Italian 
team took the field in Fox- 
boro, Mass., against Spain to 
stay alive m the tournament. 
Italy’s 2-1 victory put it in the 
semifinals. 

After the game, Neapoli- 
tans poured into the streets in 
swirls of motor bikes and 
cars, waring flags and trium- 
phant fists. But not in their 
usual places. Streets leading 
into the central squares are 
cordoned off for Group of 


Seven security. Police there 
turned back youths on motor 
bikes. A few fans stood 
around sheepishly, unsure 
whether to celebrate. 

“We couldn’t party like we 
wanted to,” said unemployed 
Vincenzo Murolo, 26, who 
stood on a corner of Via 
Toledo and spoke over the 
deafening roar of whistles, air 
horns, car horns and motors. 

Soccer here inspires a de- 
. voted following bordering on 
the religious. When Roman- 
Catholic Church figures sug- 
gested moving the traditional 
game day from Sunday to 
Saturday, league officials' 
scoffed. The Italian League is 
the world’s best.-and richesL- 

"Soccer is'iri oiir blood ,"hO? 
Kke in America," said Gen- 
ii aro Paduano; 50, is hospital 
worker. “When we saw the 
second goal, we all had a 
heart attack.” 

Mr. Berlusconi is perhaps 
Italy’s No. 1 fan. He owns 
AC Milan, last season's 
European champion and the 
country’s most successful 
team. Seven of its players 
man the national squad. 
When Mr. Berlusconi, a mil- 
lionaire businessman; en- 
tered politics five months 
ago, he resigned all corporate 
titles except one: President of 
AC Milan. 

He named his new political 
party “Forza Italia” (Let's 
Go, Italy) after a soccer 
cheer. In Rome, a celebrat- 
ing resident hung a Forza 
Itailau banner from her 
.clothesline after the game. 
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Jazireh, Orthodoxi to 
meet in decisive match 
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By Aleen B&nnayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An interesting 
and heated match awaits bas- 
ketball fans Monday when 
d beholders Ai Jazireh meet 
former champions Al Ortho- 
doxi in the first round final of 
the Kingdom’s women's bas- 
ketball championship, orga- 
nised by the Jordan 'Basket- 
■ball Federation (JBF). 

The result of the match will 
give an early indication of 
who will get to keep the 1994 
women’s title in the final 
match July 17, and both 
teams demonstrated that they 
are determined and set to be 
crowned champions. 

Al Orthodoxi’s crushing 
168-15 win over Abu Nusair 
— possibly the highest score 
in the country's women’s 
championship — sent a dear 
signal to the other camp that 
they mean business and are 
ready, to take back the tide 
they got used to keeping so 
often. 

However, this result and 
the titleholder’s 93-17 win 
over Abu Nusair, does not 
provide a valid chance to 
evaluate the top two teams. 

While Abo Nusair’s upbeat 
attitude and wiUigness to 
compete is to be com- 
mended, their lack of basic 
skills, substitutes and experi- 
ence has proven to be a ma- 
jor obstacle and caused them 
to suffer one crashing defeat 
after another. 

On the other hand, Al 
Orthodoxi who only lost the 
title to AI Jazireh last year, 
demonstrated that their team 
will be no easy match and will 
be playing for the win. 

Though missing the efforts 
of team captain Lara Masri- 
A1 Naber this season, Shireen 
Abu Khader is back on the 
team together with Jihan 


Abdul Noor, Carol Seflcaiy, 
Dima and Gbadah Qandah. 

At Orthodoxi expanded 
their 37-10 lead and ended 
the first half 86-11. 

They played a tight full- 
court defence, depending on 
the starting lineup through- 
out the match. In the second 
half Abu Nusair could only 
score 4 points as their oppo- 
nents took their 136-13 lead 
to 164-13 before Abu 
Nusair’s Laila Hussein added 
two points from free throws 
ending the match 168-15. 

Likewise, Al Jazireh led 
19-0 and ended the first half 
47-14 while giving most 
bench players a chance to test 
their skills. 

They resorted to a tighter 
defence in the second half 
causing Abu Nusair to lose 
the ball and managed to con- 
vert turnovers to easily score 
by Tala Al Mouje, Rana 
Husseini, Suhair Makusi and 
Hala Mubeisen. 

Again, Abu Nusair scored 
only three points from free 
throws in the second half as 
the match ended 93-17. 

The JBF and its newly 
formed women's committee 
had hoped that this year's 
championship would group 
the biggest ever number of 
teams providing a valid 
chance to regroup the 
women's national team which 
last competed in 1983 when 
women’s competitions were 
put on hold for six-years. 

Seven teams initially reg- 
istered to play this season. 
However, former competi- 
tors Al Abli and Homentmen 
declined to play, while new- 
comers Al Watani and Ai 
Husun pulled out before the 
annoucement of the sche- 
dule. 

Furthermore, one cannot 
help but notice the lack of 
interest on the part of offi- 


cials and the substandard re- 
fereeing in the past two 
matches. 

The off-hand approach of 
officials and referees to the 
already inadequate once-a- 
year competition has given 
players a feeling that the 
competition is organised for 
the sake of having women’s 
championship on the sche- 
dule. 

While dubs always re- 
sented the fact that the sche- 
dule of matches is usually 
crammed while disregarding 
the alternative of having 
more rounds to provide more 
matches, nothing seems to 
have changed and this year's 
competition will be over in 
just 10 days. 

Women's basketball began 
its fastest comeback in the 
1989-90 season when three 
teams — Al Orthodoxi, Al 
Ahli. and Homentmen — 
competed in the cham- 
pionship which was won by 
Al Orthodoxi. 

In 1991, Al Jazireh joined 
the women's championship 
and finished fourth after the 
three aforementioned teams. 

In the 1992 competition, 
Al Jazireh clinched third 
place from Homentmen, and 
in 1993 defied expectations 
by clinching the tide away 
from Al Orthodoxi. 

Over the past years, the 
regrettable state of women's 
basketball has forced the 
clubs who maintain women's 
teams to host foreign teams 
in order to give players an 
incentive and keep diem busy 
throughout the season. 

Jordan’s women's cham- 
pions commenced their sea- 
son early this year when they 
played a series of matches in 
Aleppo, Syria. They met 
league leaders Al Homy eh, 
runners-up Al Jala' and Al 
Yaimouk. 


Hill wins 
British 
Grand Prix 

SILVERSTONE. England 
(R) — Briton Damon Hill 
achieved a lifelong ambidon 
when be drove to an exciting 
if controversial victory in the 
British Grand Prix. 

Hilt, driving a Williams, 
came home 18 seconds clear 
of world championship lead- 
ing Michael Schumacher in a 
Benetton but the German 
driver's hopes were upset 
when he was forced to accept 
a stop-go penalty during the 
60- lap race. 

Frenchman Jean Alesi was 
third in a Ferrari, but his bold 
drive for the Italian team was 
overshadowed by the ex- 
traordinary scenes during the 
race which had prevented, 
Schumacher challenging for 
his seventh win in eight races 
this year. 

Hill's victory cuts Schu- 
macher’s lead in the World 
Drivers' Championship to 33 
points at the halfway point in 
the season. But Schu- 
macher's stoney face told the 
story as Hill celebrated by 
spraying champagne on the 
podium. 

Schumacher, who was 
penalised for the technicality 
of passing Hill during the 
pre-race formation lap was 
given a five-second stop-go 
penalty. His team, however, 
refused to instruct him to 
come in and he was eventual- 
ly shown the black flag 
which, after several farther 
laps. Benetton and Schu- 
macher reluctantly obeyed. 

This cost Schumacher his 
chance and assured Hill of 
the fifth victory of his career 
and his first on British soil, 
making op for his late father 
Graham's disappointment at 
never winning his home 
Grand Prix during an illust- 
rious career which produced 
two world titles and 14 wins 
in 176 races. 


Bulgaria upset champions Germany, 
to meet Italy in World Cup semis 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Bul- 
garia dumped world cham- 
pions Germany out of the 
World Cup with a stunning 
double strike in the space of 
two minutes in the last quar- 
ter of an hour here Sunday. 

It was Germany’s first 
World Cup defeat in 12 
games since losing the 1986 
final to Argentina. 

The Bulgarians, who had 
□ever won a World Cup 
match before coming to 
America, now face Italy in 
next Wednesday’s semifinals. 

And yet they appeared 
to be on their way home after 
Lothar Matthaus had con- 
verted a 48th minute penalty 
to put the Germans ahead in 
his record-equalling 21st 
World Cup match. 

But Hristo Stotehkov*s 
76th minute free kick and a 
diving header by Yordan 
Letchkov completely trans- 
formed the match just as the 


Germans looked like they 
would add to their score. 

Jurgen Kohler, the defen- 
der delegated to mark Stoich- 
kov had done a superb job 
until a quarter of an hour 
from the end when the Barce- 
lona striker escaped his guard 
and drew Andreas Moller * 
into a clumsy foul on the edge 
of the box. 

Stoichkov dipped the ball 
over the German wall to 
leave Bodo Illgner helpless. 

The strike left the Ger- 
mans dazed and two minutes 
and 29 seconds later Zlatko 
Yankov was allowed too 
much space on the right of 
the German box. 

His cross looked harmless 
but Letchkov, who had 
scored the last penalty in the 
sudden-death shoot-out 
against Mexico, managed to 
get across Thomas Helmer to 
meet it with an unstoppable 
header. 



Germany’s Thomas Haessier (R) and Bulgaria’s Nasko 
Slrakov fight for the ball during their World Cup quartefin- 
al at Giants Stadium (AFP photo) 


Mandlikova, Collins enter Hall of Fame 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island 
(R) — Hana Manlike va, win- 
ner of four Grand Slam sing- 
les titles, and Arthur 4 *Bud” 
Collins, one of America’s 
foremost tennis journalists, 
were enshrined into the In- 
ternational Tennis Hall of 
Fame Saturday. 

Mandlikova. a native of 
Czechoslovakia who now is a 
citizen of Australia, 

27 singles titles during her 
career in the 1980s but is best 
remembered for winning the 
Australian Open twice and 
triumphing at the U.S. and 
French Opens. 

“My only real regret is that 
I never won Wimbledon,'’ 
she said, “although the year I 
won the French (1981) 1 was 


only one victory away from 
becoming number one in the 
world.” 

The 32-year-old Mandliko- 
va conquered Martina Navra- 
tilova to earn her last two 
Grand Slam titles. Her first 
title win over Navratilova 
came in 1985 in the U.S. 
Open, ending the match on 
her back after an acrobatic 
volley. 

Collins called it “one of the 
most memorable matches I'd 
ever seen.” 

“There I was on my bade 
looking up at heaven and I 
realised I already was in 
heaven,” quipped Mandliko- 
va. 

Collins, whose career as an 


international tennis writer 
has spanned four decades, is 
the author of four books on 
the game and has become a 
popular tennis commentator 
on television as well. 

“How does it feel to be 
named to the Hall of Fame? 
Tm like an athlete — I have' 
to let it sink in for a while.” 
said Collins, a long-time col- 
umnist for the Boston Globe 
and contributor to numerous 
tennis publications. 

“But I’m luckier than most 
of the players that get in 
here. It's all over for them. 
Fm still working and doing 
the same thing.” 

Enshrinemnet of Mandli- 
kova and Collins brought the 


total number of Hall of F&m- 
ers to 162 enshrined at the 
Newport casino, which has 
been honouring tennis greats 
since 1954. 

Mandlikova said the U.S. 
Open in New York was al- 
ways the toughest tourna- 
ment to play. 

“It’s the greatest test of 
endurance, both mentally 
and physically. And I think 
most of the players agree,” 
she said. 

“But the American fans 
are the best — they show 
their emotions. At Wimble- 
don. the crowd emotion is the 
same whether you’re playing 
in the first round or the fin- 
als.” 
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Tel.: 675571 

KabD Al Mashini Theatre 


Na&il & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 


Tel: .618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN 

Cinema and Theatre 


Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Today & Everyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy 

“PUNCTURED BAG” 


Present their play: 

WHAT A PEACE! 

(Salam Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tues 
days. 


CONCORD i* 
Silence of Lambs 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2* 
PERFECT WORLD 

Shows: 3:30. 8:30, 10:30 

CURLY SUE 

Shows: 12:30. 6:15 


Nabila Obeid and Farouk A! 
Fishawi 
in 

Unveiling The Sec- 
rets 

Arabic 

Shows: 1230, 3: IS, 5:00, 6:45, 830, 
1030 


Michael J. Fox 
James Woods 
in 

The Hard Way 

Shows: 12:30, 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 
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Rival circuit for Indy 
cars set to open in ’96 

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana owns only at the Indy 500 by 
(AFP) — , Indy-car racing's starting the new series. ■ 
premier event, the Indiana- George resigned from the 

potis 500, will be the comet Indy-car series governing 

stone of a new circuit sche- board last year, saying he was 


doled to begin in 1996, 
according to the owner of the 
speedway here. 

Tony George, who lost a 
battle for power in the Indy- 
car organisation, plans to 
dart the Indy Racing League 
in 1996 to challenge the cur- 
rent series, ran by car own- 
ers. 

“This effort is in response 
to numerous pleas from the 
various groups within our 
sport to offer an alternative 
structure to a car-owner con- 
trolled governing body,” 
George said. 

The current series was 
formed in 1979 after team 
owners became unhappy with 
the U.S. Auto Quo, which 
seeks to regain the control it ' 


unhappy with rising costs and 
control by car owneis, most 
notably Roger Penske. Pens- 
ke cars have dominated this 
year’s Indy-car series. 

George announced no 
dates, sponsors or tracks for 
the remainder of the series, 
but said several tracks have 
signed letters of intent to 
conduct race. Most would be 
ovals but some would be road- 
courses. George's Indianapo- 
lis Motor Speedway Prop- 
erties would handle market- 
ing and television contracts, 
he said. 

Penske owners the other 
two largest oval tracks on the 
Indy-car circuit and is build- 
ing a third superspeedway in 
Califomia. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAUF 
A T AKNAH HtRSCH 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q4 — As South, vulnerable, you in getting to the' correct game. 


hokt _ 

*AQJ9 7K OAKS 4KJ874 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South Went Neath East 
1 * Pass 1 9 Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A — Usually we advise our readers 
not to jump shift unless they know 
where they want to play the hand. 
Hen’s an exception, to the role. 
South is so strong there's a distinct 
possarility one spade might get 
passed. Jump to two spades. 

Q2 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*97 <7108766 OKQ6 *KJ8 
Ha hhftfing has proceeded: 

South West North East 
Pan Pan X Pan 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — -In support of hearts, ibis hand 
“values to just enough fora passed - 
hand jump raise to three hearts. 
Take away one spade and add a low 
card m either minor and we would 
leap to four hearts. 

QA — Neither vulnerable, n South 
you hold: 

♦KJ54 t 9AQ 092 9AKQ107 

Ifa bidding hits proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
I* Pan 10 Paps 

What do you bid now? 

A- — Again, there's a chance a sim- 
ple Mtt-spade rabid might get 
•passed. Therefore, it might seem 
that yon should jump to tyro spades. 
We are of the opinion, though, that 
a rabid of ore no trump; besides 
Pmbebiy placing the contract in the 
right hand, might be more effective 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bokb i 

4KJ962 VQ8 0AQ8 *742 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1* 1<? 1* 4 9 

4 6 Pan ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Yonr queen of hearts is almost 
certainly worthless, your doobleton 
in the enemy suit is the wont possi- 
ble and nothing much in your hand 
has been left unbid. In addition, 
partner might have bid four spades 
under pressure of the enemy pre- 
empt. The wise course is to pass. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AQ9 ?J7 0KQJ66 «K63 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with four hearts. What 
action do yon take? 

A. — An ugly hand. You cannot 
possibly expect partner to be able to 
balance in fourth seat, yet you have 
no margin of safety- Stfll we feel the 
odds favor getting into the act and a 
double is dearly the only action 
worth contemplating. Change a low 
diamond in a log spade and the 
double would be dear-out. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AJ964 9J 09 *AKJ764 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

A. — If you have a bid that shows a 
two-anted hand including the other 
major, by all means make it. If not, 
we would start with an ovaradl of 
two dubs, intending to bid-spades 
at whatever bvd is convenient 
when the auction gets back to us. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
AND A PENTHOUSE IN SWEDTYEH 
FOR RENT 

1. Penthouse: Consists of 4 bedrooms, salon, T.V. room, glazed 
room attached to kitchen, and large terraces around with 
panoramic view. 

2. 3 bedroom-furnished apartment, 2nd floor. Both kitchens are 
fuRy equipped, central heating, video, telephone. 

Location: Amin Saiama -SL, No. 9. 

Rent for any period: Annual, monthly or weekly. 

Please call 81B796, 818092, 642872 - - 


NEEDED 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER WITH A DEGREE. 
PREFERABLY EXPERIENCED. 

TO WORK IN AN ADVERTISING AGENCY. 
IF INTERESTED CONTACT TEL. 638851 
FROM 9 - I £* 4 * 6 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading company dealing with beauty pro- 
ducts is in need of a female cosmetics expert, 
with the following qualifications: 

1 . Minimum 2 years experience. 

2. Good command of English 

3. Owns a car. 

4. College degree is an advantage. 
Applicants send your CV to: . 

The General Manager , 
P.O.Box 6141 
Amman - Jordan 


We Are Ready Now 

To Print Your 4 Colour 
Separation, in one pass on our 
new Heidelberg GTO Computer 
Controlled Offset Printing 
Machine 

Call us at 623278 
Abdali King Hussein St. 

The Economic Press 

Or bring in your positives and 
paper. We will do the printing 


KINDERGARTEN .. Girls & Boys 

n rarte 1-0 Pav 


Tla'AlAU 

For more information call 
Tel. 682079 


Grade 1 - 9 .. Just for Girls Tel. 682079 


A. Fantastic Summer dub began on JULY 2 nd 94 with useful 

& enjoyable Activities Join US .You'D be HAPPY ...!!!..??? 
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Palestinian prison death 
shocks rights groups 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The death of a 
Palestinian, the first 
apparently from violence 
while being held in prison in 
the self-ruie area, has shock- 
ed Palestinians long used to 
accusing the former Israeli 
occupiers of torture and vio- 
lence. 

Human rights groups, 
alerted to the death of sus- 
nect Farid Jarbou'a in Gaza 
central prison, with clear 
signs of violence on his corp- 
se, are demanding more 
accountability from the 
newly-created Palestinian 
police. 

Freih Abu Medein, re- 
sponsible for the justice port- 
folio in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
said on Sunday three police- 
men were suspended from 
duty and under interrogation 
over the death of Jarbou’a. 

Palestinians took over 
Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho in May under 
a ^elf-rule deal with Israel. 

Through 27 years of 
occupation, they joined the 
United Nations and human 
rights groups in assailing 
Israel for torturing prisoners. 

“People are shocked by 
■vhat is happening. There is 
no comparison with the 
Israelis in the scale but the 
fact that it is coming from 
Palestinians is veiy depress- 
ing," said Yousef Haddad, a 
Gaza human rights activist. 

Ja'bou'a. a 28-year-old taxi 
driver, was detained by 
Palestinian police more than 
rwo weeks ago for allegedly 
jcUaborating with Israel. The 
ne.it thing his family knew, 
police told them last Wednes- 
day to collect his body. 

Hanan Ashrawi, 
commissioner-genera! of the 
Palestinian Independent 
Committee for Citizens 
Rights, said her group was 
asking the authority to pub- 
lish full names of those de- 
tained in its prisons to pre- 
vent further abuses. 

“This is a very serious case 
and has created a lot of 
alarm, but we were pleased 
with the way it was dealt 
with... there was a thorough 
investigation and there was 
no cover-up,’,’ the former 


Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) spokes- 
woman told Reuters. - 

"These people disobeyed 
instructions not to use vio- 
lence and they will be 
brought to trial for it t ’’ she 
added. 

The New York-based Hu- 
man Rights Watch wrote, to 
the minister of justice in me 
new Palestinian authority “to 
express its concern about the 
death in detention" of Jar- 
bou’a. — \ 

It said it was “disturbed to 
learn.... Jarboua's death had 
been caused by the use of 
violence, according to the 
autopsy.'* 

Human Rights Watch con- 
demned torture and ill- 
treatment, adding: “At this- 
early stage of Palestinian self- 
rule the authorities must send 
clear signals that such basic 
violations of human rights 
will not be tolerated." 

It called for punishment of 
those responsible and pub- 
lication of the investigation. 

The Palestinian human 
rights group A! Haq also 
urged an immediate inves- 
tigation and complained to 
the Palestinian authority. 

A1 Haq, which is based in 
the occupied West Bank 
town of Ramallah, said that 
Jarboua’s arrest at the end of 
June, “resembled a forced 
kidnapping more than a law- 
ful arrest." 

“The deceased was held 
for 12 days in Gaza central 
prison without charge, with- 
out access to counsel and 
without the- opportunity to 
meet members of bis family. 

‘This is precisely the kind 
of measure that human rights 
organisations and Palestinian 
lawyers have protested 
throughout the years of 
Israeli occupation." 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has ordered a probe, 
according to his spokesman 
Marwan Kanafani. 

Mr. Kanafani said that 
those responsible would be 
“punished in a manner show- 
ing the determination of the 
Palestinian president to up- 
hold the dignity of the citizen 
and his humanitarian and 
political rights." 

The Gaza Centre for 


Rights and Law called Satur- 
day for prisoners' rights to be 
respected. 

“It is intolerable that what 
happened during the Israeli 
occupation should repeat it- 
self under Palestinian author- 
ity," it said. 

A Gaza Court on Saturday 
remanded the three officers 
in custody for further ques- 
tioning. 

Mr. Abu Medein told Reu- 
ters two weeks ago 16 sus- 
pected collaborators were 
being held. On Sunday he 
declined to specify the num- 
ber. 

Another independent hu- 
man rights group. Solidarity 
International, said h had evi- 
dence other prisoners had 
been tortured to extract con- 
fessions and that a dimate of 
fear was beginning to spread 
over the Gaza Strip. 

“It is not enough just to 
investigate this case. We are 
sure this is happening in 
other cases too but people 
are afraid to calk,” said 
lawyer Haddad, head of the 
Gaza group. 

He said Jarbou’a's brother 
told him the body bore ob- 
vious marks of torture, the 
skull was fractured, there 
were burn marks under the 
armpits, a huge gash on the 
face and weal marks on the 
back. 

Mr. Haddad said the 
brother of another Palesti- 
nian detained, Ayman 
Sheikh A1 Zeid, had been 
taken by police and told to 
persuade bis brother to con- 
fess to collaborating. A 
lawyer, Jibril Abu Daqqa. 
was badly beaten by police 
when be came to ask for a 
suspect to be released on 
bail. 

Another man who asked 
not to be identified was re- 
leased without being 
charged, on condition he did 
not tell anyone about being 
beaten. 

The issue of collaborators 
is emotional for Palestinians. 
The self-rule authority insists 
it has the right to execute 
those convicted of it butlsrael 
is linking their fate with 
Palestinians still held in 
Israeli jails for activities dur- 
ing the uprising. 


Clinton, 
Yeltsin to 
meet in U.S. 

NAPLES (AFP) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
is to visit Washington in 
September for a summit 
meeting with his U.S. 
counterpart. U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said here 
Sunday. 

Mr. Yeltsin's official visit 
will take place on Sept. 27 
and 28, Mr. Clinton said at 
a press conference here af- 
ter 90 minutes of talks be- 
tween the two leaders on 
die sidelines of the G-7 
summit. 

Mr. Yeltsin earlier Sun- 
day participated in the G-7 
political summit here, be- 
coming the first Russian 
leader to do so. 

But he stressed he did 
not expect his country to 
join the Group of Seven 
leading industrialised coun- 
tries until its economy had 
improved and fallen in line 
with other major powers. 

Mr. Yeltsin made a spi- 
rited pitch on Sunday to the 
United States and its allies 
to knock down their re- 
maining cold war barriers 
to trade with Moscow, and 
received a. favourable 
American response. 

“We’re saying give us 
equal rights. Get rid final- 



Russtan President Boris Y« 
talk* to UJS. President Bfll < 
wading of the final 
ly, once and for all, of this 
red jacket,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said, apparently referring 
to the communist symbol of 
the former Soviet Union. 
“For three years I've taken 
that red besmirched jacket 
off of myself." 

Flanked by U.S. Presi- 
dent Clinton at a news con- 
ference following their bi- 
lateral meeting, Mr. Yelt- 
sin said Russia was not 
asking the West for any 
hand-outs. 

“This time ... Russia did 


: be sea 
the an 
the last 

not ask for money,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. “We’re not 
asking for any special 
crcums tanc cs." 

U.S. officials held out 
the promise of various 
trade benefits and extra 
assistance for Russia, in- 
cluding a $9 billion oil and 
gas 'deal in north Siberia 
and as much as $9 billion 
more in loans from the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

Before his meeting with 


of the seven industrialised countries 
in Naples (AFP photo) 


Mr. Clinton, the Russian' 
leader took part for the 
first time as a full member 
in the political discussions 
of the Group of Sevpn — 
Britain, Canada. France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan and 
the United States. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he had 
been promised by Mr. Clin- 
ton that the United States 
would do away with re- 
maining Cocom limitations 
on trade with Russia.by the 
time of their meeting in 
Washington^ 


Arafat ends S. Arabia visit, arrives in Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat stopped in Cairo air- 
port Sunday on his way back 
to Tunis from Saudi Arabia 
to prepare for a final farewell 
before returning for good to 
Gaza and Jericho on Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Arafat was greeted at 
the airport by Egyptian De- 
puty Prime Minister and 
Minister of Planning Kamal 
A1 Ganzuri. President Hosni 
Mubarak and other senior- 
level officials had left Cairo 
earlier for a trip to Europe. 

Mr. Arafat had just com- 
pleted a two-day visit to 
Saudi Arabia where he held 
talks with King Fatad, De- 
fence Minister Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz and Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud AJ Fais- 
al. 


Details of the meeting 
were not revealed, but 
sources said Mr. Arafat 
thanked the king for his sup- 
port of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Saudi Arabia supported 
the self-rule deal, and has 
pledged S100 million to help 
launch Palestinian autonomy. 

Mr. Arafat, described by 
the Saudi News Agency SPA 
as “His Excellency the presi- 
dent of the State of Pales- 
tine," was accompanied by 
the PLO’s chief autonomy- 
negotiator Nabil Shaath and 
Yasser Abed Rabbo. who 
like Dr. Shaatb has been 
nominated to the new Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Mr. Arafat also performed 
a minor pilgrimage to Mecca 


and Medina during his trip. 

In January Mr. Arafat paid 
his first visit to Saudi Arabia 
after the 1991 Gulf war, 
patching up relations which 
were soured by the PLO's 
allegedly pro-Iraqi stance in 
the conflict, .. 

Saudi Arabia suspended 
annual aid worth $85.5 mil- 
lion to the PLO after the 
August 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

In Tunis, Mr. Arafat will 
attend a farewell dinner 
Monday hosted by Tunisian 
President Zine AJ Abidine 
Ben Ali, marking the end of 
his 12-year exile in the coun- 
try. 


/ A first ceremony will be 
'presided over Monday morn- 
ing by President Ben Ali at 
tiie palace in Carthage, in a 


northern suburb of Tunis, a 
spokesman said. 

The two men will exchange 
decorations and speeches in a 
ceremony before invited 
journalists. 

Then a second ceremony 
will be held ar Tunis- 
Carthage airport in the after- 
noon where the president will 
say goodbye to Mr. Arafat at 
which military honours -will 
be awarded witnessed by di- 
plomats. the spokesman said. 

The ceremonies will show 
the “special place the Palesti- 
nian cause holds for the presi- 
dent and in the hearts of all 
Tunisians," the spokesman 
said. 

They will also demonstrate 
the concrete “ties of brother- 
hood and struggle which un- 
ite the two peoples. Tunisian 
and Palestinian." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rabin defends PLO against Likud lies' 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
defended the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) on 
Sunday accusing the right-wing opposition Ukud Party of 
telling lies about the organisation. “Likud is telling huge 
h>f by saying that the PLO is continuing its terrorist 
activities," he said during a Labour Party meeting in Tel 
Aviv. "The terrorism is almost entirely due to the Muslim 
extremists from (the Islamic Resistance Movement) Hamas 
or the Islamic Jihad and is aimed at the peace process." he 
said. He was speaking after a spate of violence ended 
weeks of calm following the Israel: army's redeployment 
- eider ± : zy i jutonomy accord which launched Pales ti- 
j r.tan self rule in the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

I !s;aef names new Nablus mayor and councillors 

[ OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli military 
j minorities appointed Sunday a new mayor and 15 council- 
! !or» for the occupied West Bank town of Nablus, an army 
5 spokeswoman said. Ghassan AI Shakaa. a lawyer and 
j supporter of Yiiiser Arafat's Fateh, was named mayor to 
: head the new council. “Arafat appointed him a couple of 
r weeks ago to try and form a council to run affairs until 
1 -iev lions.*' military administration spokeswoman Major 
; Fife* Shaz.ir told AFP. "We have now approved Shakaa 
j c.rJ hi* li*t of 1? councillors," she added. The appointment 
i lollowed Israel’s approval of a new mayor for Hebron in 
j the aftermath of the February 25 mosque massacre. The 
! council will remain in charge at least until the Palestinians 
I hold elections to an autonomy council, which are now 
J scheduled to be held in October. Municipal elections would 
be expected to follow that. 

£x-p;risoner says Iran tortures children 

BONN (R) — A German engineer freed .by Iran last week 
after being sentenced to death and pardoned has said 
children were tortured in an Iranian jail to extract 
confessions from their parents. Helmut Szimkus told the 
news magazine Focus be had witnessed several cases during 
five ana half years in prison where Iranian children were 
tortured in the presence of their parents. “One time these 
guys (the torturers) raped a nine-year-old girl. The parents 
had to watch.” he said in an interview released ahead of 
publication on Monday. “The father shook and rattled^ so 
bod'iy that he could no longer sign the espionage confession 
they put before him. Once they took on a boy. Do you 
know how an innocent child screams when it is tortured? 
His parents were right there in the next cell, it drove them 
up the wall." Mr. Szimkus said. Mr. Szimkus. who 
returned to Germany on July 2. said he had confessed to 
spying for Iraq after torturers beat the soles of his feet raw 
with a copper cable and then threatened to beat him near 
the kidneys, shoot him and let him bleed to death slowly. 

Iran to return foodies of pastors to families 

NICOSIA ( AP) — Iran said Sunday that the bodies of two 
evangelical Protestant clergymen found killed in recent 
weeks will be relumed to their families after post-mortem 
investigations are completed. International evangelical 
groups" have blamed the slayings of the Rev. Tateos 
Michaelian and Bishop Mehdi Debaj on the government 
and say they are evidence of Iran's siepped-up persecution 
of its Christian minorities. Iran maintains the killings are 
the work of an opposition group and have apprehended a 
suspect who allegedly belongs to the Iraq-based 
Muiahedeen-e-Khalq. The Mujahedeen deny any involv- 
ment The head of the coroner's office in Tehran, Hassan 
Towfiqi. told ‘the Islamic Republic News Agency that the 
bodies would be handed over to the bereaved on condition 
they show “valid documents proving their relationship with 
the two pastors.” On Saturday, a Paris-based opposition 
a r oup said the relatives of Debaj and Michaelian have been 
arrested to conceal official complicity in the killings. 


Police officer shot dead in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Suspected extremists gunned down a 
police officer while be was visiting his family in southern 
Egypt, security officials said Sunday. The victim was 
identified as Major Adel Antar Abdul Hafez, who had 
been posted near Cairo. The security officials, who insisted 
on anonymity, said three gunmen opened fire on Abdul 
Hafez Saturday night as be sat outside his home in Sahrij 
village near Manfalout, about 300 kilometres south of 
Cairo. There was no immediate claim of responsibility, but 
many police have been killed in southern Egypt by 
members of the outlawed AI Gamaa AI Islamiyah . 

Iran to defend Gulf islands like 'capital' 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran will defend "like the capital" 
three disputed strategic islands in the Gulf which are 
claimed by the United Arab Emirates (UAE), a senior 
Iranian official said here Sunday. Deputy Parliament 
Speaker Hassan Ruhani said the islands of Abu Mussa, 
Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb had “always belonged to 
Iran" and the country would “spare no effort" to keep 
them. “Iran will cut the hand of anyone who tries to invade 
the islands,” which lie close to the vital Straits of Hormuz, 
warned Mr Ruhani. He is also secretary of the National 
Security Council, the highest decision-making body in the 
country. He said Tran had “always exercised sovereignty 
over the islands, even during 70 years of British occupa- 
tion." 

Sudanese to help Yemen republic 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan will donate funds and send 
engineers to help rebuild Yemen after a two-month dvil 
war, the Sudan News Agency (SUN A) reported on 
Sunday. Trade union and government officials met on 
Saturday and agreed to send immediately a team of 
electrical and water engineers to help rebuild infrastructure 
in the southern Yemeni dty of Aden. Northern forces' 
shelled Aden during the war which began on May 4 and 
seized the southern secessionist stronghold on Thursday. 
The minister of state for labour and administrative reform. 
Majzout AI Khalifa, who chaired Saturday's meeting, said 
employees in the public and private sectors would donate 
two days salary to Yemen. The Sudanese businessmen's 
union and the bank's union will each donate 50 million 
Sudanese pounds ($156,000) to Yemen. 

Iraqi army in new offensive’ 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iraqi army launched a new 
offensive (wo weeks ago against Shiite Muslims living in the 
country's southern marshlands, the Iraqi opposition said 
Sunday. The Tehran-based Supreme Council of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) said in a statement that the 
army had burned villages and tracked down residents in the 
region of Nasseriah. It did not say whether there were any 
casualties. Baghdad crushed a Shiite revolt following Iraq's 
defeat in the Gulf war in February 1991 when Iraqi forces 
were ousted from Kuwait by a U.S.-led coalition following 
a seven-month occupation. SCIRI charged in March that 
the Iraqi army was carrying out a huge offensive in the 
region, using chemical weapons on the Shiite population. 

Iran says it is only independent state 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran believes it is the world's only 
independent state. "The Islamic republic is the world's only 
country that is truly independent of foreign powers," the 
official news agency IRNA quoted Majlis (parliament) 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri as saying on Saturday. 
“The government of the Islamic republic relies first on 
Almighty Allah and next on the support it receives from 
the masses," he was quoted as telling the people of Bahar 
near the western Iranian city of Hamedan. 


Gangs goon rampage in Aden 


ADEN (AFP) — Unidenti- 
fied armed gangs have gone 
on an organised rampage in 
the southern Yemeni dty of 
Aden after its capture by 
northern troops. - ransacking 
shops, hospitals and govern- 
ment offices, witnesses said 
Sunday. 

Wreckers have descended 
on almost all private and 
public offices in turn, stagger- 
ing away with numerous files, 
especially from the labour 
ministry. 

“The looting has been so 
widespread that' it really 
amounts to a sacking of 
Aden, where no commercial 
or administrative activity has 
been spared." a witness in 
the port dty sad. 

The wrecking sprees in- 
creased ovejthe weekend de- 
spite a warning from the in- 
terior ministry in Sanaa and 
numerous military check- 
points on roads around the 
dty. 

The southern Yemeni tele- 
vision station has been ran- 
sacked, and equipment and 
ambulances have been stolen 
from hospitals. 

Only the rity's two main 


hospitals, visited regularly by 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
bave been spared by the 
gangs. 

The government's offices 
and the homes of former 
southern leaders have been 
’ stripped bare, induding the 
seaside residence of break- 
away leader AH Salem AI 
Beidh. 

Mr. Beidh left Aden for 
the eastern port of Mukalla 
soon after the civil war 
erupted on May 5, and fled to 
Oman ’ when Mukalla was 
captured last week, days be- 
fore Aden fell to northern 
forces on Thursday. 

A witness said northern 
troops took pan in some of 
the looting and “liberally 
helped themselves.’' 

“It feels like the town has 
gone back in time 50 years, 
the damage is so huge," the 
witness added. 

Capuchin monks in Dubai 
said Sunday they had re- 
ceived a call from their mis- 
sion in Aden, telling them 
“the whole town has been 
sacked." 

“No institution has been 


omitted, except the cathedral 
and a hospice sheltering lep- 
ers and orphans which have 
been spared bombs and loot- 
ing," the monks said. 

An aid worker told AFP: 
“The sacking of the city may 
also be explained by the fact' 
that the new authorities are 
not really established yet,, 
and are still a long way from 
controlling the situation." 

Meanwhile, Aden’s 
500.000 residents continued 
to suffer from desperate wa- 
ter shortages, despite ICRC 
tanker trucks bringing in sup- 
plies 

Aden has been without 
running water supplies since 
a vital pumping station at Bir 
Nasser. 15 kilometres to the 
north, was destroyed two 
weeks ago in fighting. 

The ICRC worker said re- 
pairs to the pumping station 
would take "a minimum of 
four weeks.” 

Eslewhere; Sanaa said 
Sunday its troops had seized 
control of Sayyun, the second 
largest town in the Hadra- 
mawt province. 180 
kilometres north of the prin- 
cipal city Mukalla. 


Sifi hints at talks with FIS 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian Prime Minister 
Mokdad Sifi raised Sunday 
the prospect of negotiations 
with Islamic fundamentalists, 
warning that elections 
offered tiie only way out of 
the country's violent political 
crisis. 

Questioned on possible 
participation of the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
in talks between government 
and opposition foroes, Mr. 
Sifi told the independent dai- 
ly AI Watan that the best way 
out of the crisis was “to bring 
together all forces which rep- 
resent something in the coun- 
try." 

But only factions “who are 
not behind the violence and 
who denounce it and pledge 
to work towards a swift re- 
turn to stability" would be 
eligible to participate, he 
added. 

“Those who were or have 
been behind the violence and 
those who have not de- 
nounced it or still do not do 
so exdude themselves from 
dialogue." 

In reference to the possible 
freeing of jailed FIS leaders, 
Mr. Sifi stressed that- “the 
constitution confers on the 
president the prerogative of 
releasing any prisoners jailed 


for whatever reason.” 

Five FIS leaders, including 
its President Abassi Madani 
and Vice President Ali 
Belhadj.'are since 1991 serv- 
ing sentences of between four 
and 12 years. 

Separately. Mr. Sifi said 
legislative elections might be 
held prior to the start of 1997. 
the date envisaged under 
Algeria’s current transition to 
full civilian rule, if “precondi- 
tions covering political and 
economic stability are in 
place.” 

In such a case, early elec- 
tions would be “wonderful, 
because the objective of our 
(adminstratfon of) transition 
is stability, not the length of 
time we have to spend 
reaching that position.” 

Islamic fundamentalists 
launched an insurgency 
against Algeria's secular au- 
thorities in January 1992 after 
the cancellation of the second 
round of election the then- 
legal FIS was poised to win. 

Speaking in Naples, Italy, 
on Friday, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton said the situation 
in the country would be 
raised at the Naples summit 
this weekend of G-7 leaders. 

He Spoke two days after 
seven Italian sailors were kil- 
led in the Algerian port of 


Djendjen by suspected fun- 
damentalists as part of a 
splinter campaign to force 
foreigners to leave the coun- 
try. 

In Castei Gandolfo, Italy. 
Pope John Paul Sunday cal- 
led the killings of seven Ita- 
lian seamen by suspected 
Islamic fundamentalists in 
Algeria abominable and said 
people who believe in God 
could not have such contempt 
for life. 

He told pilgrims and tour- 
ists at his summer residence 
south of Rome that he felt 
“disdain and pain” over the 
killings. 

The seven had their throats 
slit while sleeping on their 
ship in the port of Djendjen 
last week, it was the second- 
worst single killing of fore- 
igners since fighting erupted 
in 1992 between Muslim fun- 
damentalists and security 
forces. 

“Faced with such abomin- 
able incidents, I would like to 
remind everyone that vio- 
lence cannot resolve the 
problems of humanity," the 
Pope said. 

“One must have the cour- 
age for dialogue, especially 
when faith in God calls for a 
greater respect for life," he 
said. 




Mandela to have 
eye surgery 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela will be admitted 
to hospital for an eye opera- 
tion this week, the Sunday 
Times newspaper reported. 
The paper quoted Mr. Man- 
dela’s personal secretary 
Mary Mkadana as saying Mr. 
Mandela bad problems with - 
his eyes and would go to 
hospital Wednesday for a 
cataract surgery. Mr. Mande- 
la, who won South Africa's 
all-race elections in April, 
missed a function to offidally- 
open the country’s first black- 
owned brewery Saturday, 
and Ms. Mkadana told the 
newspaper he had been told 
to rest in preparation for the 
operation. She said his left 
eye was red and sensitive to 
light. “The president would 
have been expected to read 
for longer than five minutes 
at the function and his eyes 
become red if he has to read 
for long spells," she was 
quoted as saying. She said 
Mr. Mandela had a prostate 
operation and was also suc- 
cessfully treated for tubercu- 
losis in the 1980s. 

Church 
apologises 
to Australian 
aborigines 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lia's aboriginal people re- 
ceived a public apology from 
a major Christian church 
here Sunday over their past 
ill-treatment by Christian 
churches. A statement signed 
by delegates to the seventh 
national assembly of the Un- 
iting Church also sought the 
forgiveness of Aboriginals for 
wrongs done to them, asked 
their help in finding new ways 
to make amends and express- 
ed solidarity with them. The* 
statement was a reflection of 
the conviction of the church 
and much of Australia’s 
white society that it has left 
the remnants off aboriginal 
society impoverished after 
two centuries of ill-treatment 
and neglect. Canberra ack- 
nowledged this in recent leg- 
islation granting land rights 
to indigenous people and 
overturning the legal princi- 
ple that Australia was “terra 
nullius" or unoccupied land 
at the time of British settle- 
ment in 1788. The church 
statement followed an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to defer its 
signing for another three 
years by some delegates who 
proposed an amendment 
arguing the church was not 
ready to vote on it. Minister 
Denis Towner said: “I speak 
as a gubba (white person) 
who went to school with 
Kooris (aboriginals). Why do 
we gubbas take so long to 
work out the words we use to 
say ‘sorry"?” Meanwhile in 
Canberra, aboriginal leader 
Charles Perkins launched 
Sunday a national discussion 
paper on social justice for 
aboriginals. Mr. Perkins, 
who chairs a government 
funded social justice commit- 
tee, said that development of 
a comprehensive package en- 
shrining the rights of indige- 
nous Australians was prob- 
ably the most important issue 
facing them over the rest of 
the decade. 

More crack 
babies born 
in Britain 

LONDON (R) — British 
doctors are seeing an increas- 
ing number of “crack babies" 
who are born addicted to the 
cocaine derivative. “The 
problem has exploded in the 
past six months and it’s get- 
ting worse." Peter Fleming, 
professor of child health at 
Bristol University in western 
England, told the Sunday 
Times. The newspaper said 
more than 160 “crack babies" 
bad been born last year and 
doctors feared that many 
more, undiagnosed cases were 
leaving hospitals because 
staff do not recognise the 
signs of an infant suffering 
from withdrawal. “One inner 
London hospital which car- 
ried out the first drug- 
screening project on babies, 
believes that up to 15 per cent 
of its mothers are using crack 
and other hard drugs,” the 
Sunday Times said. The 
addicted babies sometimes 
show tell-tale convulsions 
and jitters and are born 
underweight and need de- 
toxification treatment. When 
mothers smoke the highly 
addictive crack the oxygen 
supplies to the foetus drop, 
permanently damaging blood 
vessels in the brain and caus- 
ing development and learning 
problems. 








